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Gunfire: the new 
iMersey sound 

ijhe gang wars of Liverpool 


Minister in 
secret alert 
on job losses 

Leaked letter reveals concern 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

Jan Lang, President of the 
Board of Thide. has sent a con- 
fidential note to ministerial 
colleagues warning that manu- 
facturing industry is threatened 
with a sharp fell in jobs during 
the run-up to the next election. 

Mr Lang has forwarded to 
the Treasury a pessimistic as- 
sessment by ht officials of the 
prospects -for the manufactur- 
ing sector after exposing a star- 
tling discrepancy between 
official figures for manufactur- 
ing output and those for jobs. 

The assessment is attached to 
a note from Mr Lang - both 
documents leaked to the Inde- 
pendent - expressing concern to 
William Whldegrave. the Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury, over 
what be calls the “puzzle” of 
why manufacturing employ- 
ment last recorded its sharpest 
annual increase in 20 yea s at 
a time when output was static 
or felling. 

The official draft of the 
. March issue of the Department 
of Trade and Industry's Month- 
ly Economic ^Assessment - an in- 
ternal Whitehall bulletin 
produced by the department’s 
economists tor circulation to the 
Treasury, Bank of England and 
other government departments 
- warns tibat the “balance of 
risks’ 1 suggests that employ- 
ment in manufacturing will start 
to fell While it rose dramatically 
last year, the trend of manu- 
facturing employment has been 
downward for three decades. 

The bulletin says the “con- 
tinued '.sluggishness of our 
European markets and the sub- 
stantial stock over-bang [the 
building up of stocks as demand 


fails to match production] pre- 
sent considerable threats to fu- 
ture output.” It adds that recent 
surveys by both the Confeder- 
ation of British Industry and the 
British Chambers of Commerce 
“indicate that firms are ex- 
pecting to shed labour over 
the coming months”. 

Ian McCartney, Labour's 
employment spokesman, seized 
on the leak as evidence of wide- 
spread job insecurity and that 
there was a “feel-bad factor" in 
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Ian Lang: Pessimistic over 
manufacturing prospects 

much of industry. He said: 
“This correspondence belies 
what ministers are saying in pub- 
lic. In public they are talking up 
the economy but in private 
they are much more worried. 
This exposes their Year of being 
found oul" 

Most of the DTTs official As- 
sessment is taken up with a de- 
tailed exploration of possible 
reasons for the apparent con- 
flict within the statistics and con- 
cludes. in the words of Mr 
Lang’s summary, “that either 
manufacturers are extremely 
optimistic about future pros- 
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' poets or that we should expect 
to see employment falling over 
the next few months”. 

But the officials’ Assessment 
makes clear they see the 
prospect of falling employment 
is much more likely given that 
any suggestion of optimism by 
manufacturers “about the 
prospects for rapid future de- 
mand growth” is not borne out 
by evidence from the CBl’s 
survey of business prospects. 

The officials also give a 
markedly sober view of manu- 
facturing prospects, pointing 
out that the net result of rising 
employment and fallingoutput 
is “falling productivity” with the 
result that unit wage costs were , 
4.5 per cent higher in the last 
quarter of last year than a year i 
earlier. 

It points out that manufac- 
turing investment rose by 85 per 
cent in 1 995 compared with the 
Treasury forecast of 10 per cent 
and that it actually fell by 9 per 
cent in the last quarter of 1995. 
It adds: “Manufacturing invest- 
ment is of course notoriously 
volatile. Nonetheless the sever- 
ity of the failcaas further doubt 
about the underlying health of 
the manufacturing sector.” 

The DTI analysis examines 
other possible explanations for 
the apparent growth in em- 
ployment and slowing of output. 
One is that there may be classi- 
fication discrepancies, with some 
sectors being classified as man- 
ufacturing for some purposes 
and service industries for others. 

The department said it re- 
fused to comment on “leaked 
letters’' but one Whitehall of- 
ficial said it was normal for 
economists repeatedly to look 
at underlying trends thrown up 
by statistics. . 



Wrath of Islam: Hizbollah guerrillas praying in southern Lebanon yesterday, before launching rockets Into northern Israel Reports, page 11 

Pupils of 7 suicidal about exams 


PETER VICTOR 

Children as young as seven are 
so stressed by school work and 
exams that some of them con- 
sider suicide, according to a 
report published today. 

Mounting pressure for aca- 
demic success has made school 
work the number one worry in 
children’s lives. 

A survey report entitled 
Stressed Out, which was pro- 
duced for the charity ChildLine, 
pinpoints parental pressure, 
fears about the future and the 
lack of anyone to talk to as key 
sources of stress among pupils. 


The majority of children who 
called the charity’s helpline in 
distress over their schoolwork 
were aged 14 to 16, but Child- 
Line has had calls from some 
pupils as young as 12 who were 
alreadjy afraid of not getting into 
university. .The youngest caller 
was seven. 

One girl, called Susie, tried 
to hang herself because of the 
pressure of GCSEs before ring- 
ing Childline last year. Others 
were in tears when they called, 
many had played truant to 
avoid stressful' work and 13 
said they were contemplating 
suicide. 


More than 1225 million pupils 
are preparing to sit exams this 
summer. Of the 17.004 children 
who called ChildLine about 
problems with school in 1994- 
95, just 196 were primarily con- 
cerned about work and exams 
- Far less than for bullying, 
abuse or relationships. 

A survey of 1,000 children 
carried out for the report found 
that 79 per cent worried about 
exams and schoolwork “more 
than about anything else in 
their lives”. John Hall, the 
report’s author, said the figures 
suggest many children are able 
to cope with exam pressures 


with the help of friends, teach- 
ers and parents. But he added: 
"The children who call Child- 
Line are the ones who feel 
unable to share their worries 
with anyone else or who have 
tried and found their listeners 
unsympathetic. 

“These are children for 
whom the pressure has become 
unbearable, and many feel their 
whole future bangs in the bal- 
ance. They describe feeling out 
of control, panic-stricken, over- 
burdened and overwhelmed, 
often saying they cannot cope 
any more. Many say that they 
have little support and that 


they feel unable to confide in 
those around them.” 

Parents with high expecta- 
tions cad make matters worse 
when what they see as encour- 
agement is interpreted by the 
child as yet more pressure to 
succeed. 

One tearful 15-year-old girl 
told ChildLine that her moth- 
er had told her she would have 
to leave home if she failed to get 
straight A grades in her GCSEs. 

Others said their parents put 
pressure on them lo achieve 
what they themselves had failed 
lo achieve at school. 

Violent schoolboy, page 5 



Euphoric Italy 

Despite the fragility of the cen- 
tre-left victory in the elections, 
I a wave of euphoria swept over 
Italy yesterday indicating the ar- 
rival of something truly new in 
the country’s politics. Page 10 

Teachers criticised 

Teachers who have voted to go 
on strike in a dispute over a dis- 
ruptive 13-year-old boy were 
criticised by politicians from 
both main parties. . Page 5 

) Landmine stand 

Britain is today expected to 
announce a change in its poli- 
cy on anti-personnel land- 
mines, and to tell the United 
Nations Weapons Convention 
Review' Conference which 
opened In Geneva yesterday 
that it will support a world-wide 
ban on their manufacture, Ex- 
port and use. tt»g e 9 

Long haul to peace 

US negotiators face an uphill 
struggle to win a ceasefire in 
Lebanon. ^“8® 11 

Mitterrand's memoirs 

The recollections of the former 
French president Francois Mit- 
terrand contain his last words on 
two big controversies of bis lat- 
the Victrv reeime and 


Police quizzed over child assaults 


ROGER DOBSON 

Allegations of child abuse were 
made against both serving and 
former police officers during the 
North Wiles child abuse inquiry. 

The allegations were referred 
to the Police Complaints Au- 
thority, but the PCA decided 
there was insufficient evidence 
for any action. The PCA did not 
hold a so-called supervised 
inquiry, but examined the case 
notes. 

The team of three child care 
experts who earned out a two 
year inquiry into abuse at 
homes in Ciwyd say they are 
concerned that no mechanism 
exists for mandatory indepen- 
dent investigations. 

The. Ciwyd report says: “The 
role of the police in the recent 
investigation, as in any large 



child protection inquiry, is cru- 
cial. The independent panel is 
concerned that there appears to 
be no mechanism to ensure that 
independent investigations are 
conducted of allegations made 
against former and serving po- 
lice officers and that ibe police 
authority handling of investi- 
gations can in some circum- 
stances avoid public scrutiny.’" 

Later the report says that die 
police took 3,755 statements 
during the inquiry, and adds; 
“Of the number of statements 
taken, it is not clear how many 
were forwarded to the prose- 
cution service for consideration. 


It is also undear how many oth- 
er professionals, including po- 
lice officers, were named in tbe 
statements as perpetrators of 
assaults.” 

A spokesman for North 
Wales Police said yesterday: 
“In the context of the Jfllings re- 
port, all allegations were in- 
vestigated and the case papers 
submitted to the Crown Pros- 
ecution Service. Allegations 
against serving officers were 
additionally examined by the in- 
dependent Police Complaints 
Authority. 

“The [Jfllings] report’s com- 
ments on police complaints 


falls into the category of general 
misunderstanding.'' 

A PCA spokesman said: “Al- 
legations of child abuse were 
made against both serving and 
former police officers in the 
North Wales abuse inquiry but 
were not substantiated. 

“We saw all the cases and 
went right through them. We be- 
lieve they were investigated to 
the best of the ability of the po- 
lice service given the veiy long 
passage of time. It was not a su- 
pervised inquiry. They were in- 
ternal inquiries but when they 
were completed they were 
examined by the PCA.” 

It also emerged yesterday 
that the Government and coun- 
cil officials are to study the case 
of a former children’s home 
manager jailed in Glasgow for 
15 years for a catalogue of 


abuse against boys. Peter 
Harley. 50. of Cardiff, had ad- 
mitted at a previous hearing 
17 indecency charges involving 
boys aged six to lb, over a five- 
year period from 1977-19S2. 

At the High Court in Glas- 
gow the judge. Lord Weir, said 
the case raised the questions of 
how such a man came be in 
charge of a children's home - 
and why the children were un- 
able to get help over the years 
of abuse. 

Four Labour MPs will today 
meet William Hague, the Sec- 
retary of State for Wales, to call 
for the publication of the report 
by a team chaired by John 
Jfllings, former director of so- 
cial work in Derbyshire. 

.The deputation, led by 
Labour's health spokesman in 
TURN TO PAGE 2 
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Owner in the pink over lilac listed cottage 




accusations tnaine raE»rcauii»- 
toiy™ by resisting the reunifica- 
tion of Germany. Page L3 

Today’s weather . 

Drv and bright weather should 
spread from tbe west during the 
dav. Section Tiro, page 25 



MICHAEL STREETER 

It might have befen seen as 
addinga little bit of local colour. 
But conservationists and 



holtz (pictured left) painted 
his Grade U listed bouse lilac. 

Now Mr Braunhohz, 66, has 
won an appeal against the bu- 
reaucrats and been backed by 
Environment Secretary, John 
Gammer, in life choice of lilac 
grey for his £300,000 home in 
Sherbourae, Dorset. 

In a verdict which might 
bring belated comfort to Con- 
servative MP Teresa Gorman, 
who also experienced planning 
difficulties over altera lions to 
her Essex farmhouse, Mr 


Gummer ruled that the choice 
of colour for a house “is sub- 
stantially a. matter of personal 
taste”. 

The “elegant gothic revival" 
home lies at the heart of the 
Dorset town, where yellow 
stone is the distinctive hall- 
mark of local buildings. 

When Mr Braunholtz decid- 
ed to paint tiie outside in lilac 
grey, with the details in pure 
lilac, the local community was 
horrified. Mr Jack Forrest. 71, 
a retired architect, who repre- 
sents the Sherbourae Society, 
said: “We felt that painting this 
house lilac was not appropriate. 
1 thought it was a bit garish. We 
Objected to ft." 

Des Derrien, director of 
planning for West Dorset 


District Council, said the local 
authority accepted that the 
painting had been done in good 
faith. “It looked quite tasteful, 
there was no malice in the de- 
cision to paint it lilac.” 

However, lest any other 
locals should feel like giving free 
rein to psychedelic expression- 
ism on the outsides of their 
homes, he added soberly: “I 
don't think this derision will set 
a precedent, I don't think there 
wfll be a free-for-all.” 

Indeed, English Heritage 
said the decision merely showed 
each case would have to be de- 
cided on its own facts and could 
not be regarded as 3 change in 
the law. 

However, Mr Braunholtzs 
success is now be ins hailed us 


a victory by national cam- 
paigners, who claim it gives 
people the right to paint their 
homes whatever colour they 
wish. 

He said: “Good sense has tri- 
umphed in the end. This has 
been the best entertainment I’ve 
had in two years. T m not bitter, 
but I think some of the reaction 
has been a bit silly. 

“As far as I’m concerned the 
lilac will last for another ten 
years. I thought this bit of the 
road needed to be made a bit 
more interesting.” 

He admitted there was some 
small opposition closer to home 
- from his wife, Barbara. 
"Some limes she likes it, some- 
times she doesn't,’' 

Photograph by Phil Yeomans 
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The Abbey National Regular Savings PEP 
is easy to open. Just arrange for any amount 
between £25 and £500 per month to be paid by 
direct debit into your PEP. You can change the 
amount you save whenever you want and can 
even take a break if you need to. And anv 
return on your savings 
will be tax-free. 

For further information 
call into your nearest 
branch. 
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Nurses' conference: Split with Unison as Royal College demands preferential tr eatment for its rri ^ | ^^ — ^ 


Minister 
heckled 
over local 
pay deals 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

Angry nurses yesterday warned 
the health minister that they 
should not be treated like oth- 
er health workers over pay. 

John Bowis. undersecretary 
of state for health, was heckled 
and barracked on the first day 
of the Royal College of Nurs- 
ing annual congress in 
Bournemouth as he tried to ex- 
plain the Government's move 
towards locally negotiated 
salaries. 

And in her keynote speech 
Betty Kershaw, president of 
the college, made it clear that 
nurses wanted to be treated 
more like doctors who this year 
were awarded a nationwide in- 
crease. 

Dr Kershaw reopened a 
wound with public service union 
Unison, attacking its agree- 
ment with health service man- 
agement which provided for 
an element of pay bargaining at 
trust level. While Unison, which 
represents both nurses and an- 
cillary staff, had struck a deal 
over locally negotiated pay, the 
RCN was opposed ton. Dr Ker- 
shaw told delegates. 

“Nurses cannot be treated 
like other health care workers, 
because we aren't like other 
health care workers. This is the 
Royal College of Nursing. It isn't 
and never will be a Royal Col- 
lege of Health Workers." 

To applause the college pres- 
ident emphasised that the RCN 
was a professional union. “Hie 
world’s largest professional 
union.'* 

She reminded the minister 
that the conference this week 
would be debating profession- 
al issues and the trend towards 


increasing medical responsibil- 
ity for nurses. “You will be left 
in absolutely no doubt that 
nurses are a professional group 
and we should be treated as a 
professional group." 

Responding to her assertions 
Bob Abberley, head of health 
aL Unison, argued that it was “a 
rime for unity, not throwing 
stones". Unison had thought it 
politic to negotiate a compro- 
mise over local pay rather than 
see a fysiem imposed on health 
workers. 

In a question and answer ses- 
sion which followed the RCN 
president's speech, comments 
by Mr Bowis were greeted with 
considerable scepticism by del- 
egates. Asked whether the mes- 
sage from congress would be 
that people should vote Labour 
or Liberal Democrat, Christine 
Hancock, general secretary of 
the college, noticeably foiled to 
reject such an interpretation. 

She said: “There is no doubt 
they showed their concern 
about several of the Govern- 
ment's policies in particular 
real concern about the frag - 



Carers' voice: Christine Hancock, general secretary of the RCN, talks to journalists in Bournemouth yesterday Photograph: Andrew Hasson 


mentation of tbe health service 
and a significant part of that is 
the approach to pay." 

The conference is due today 
to debate a motion proposing 
that • the nurses' pay review 
body “is no longer an appro- 
priate method of determining 
nurses' pay" 


Last year the body proposed 
a 1 per cent national increase 
together with a suggestion that 
trusts might negotiate a further 
2 per cent. This year it has of- 
fered 1 per cent nationwide rise 
with no figure recommended for 
trust-based bar gainin g. 

To cries of “rubbish" Mr 


Bowis suggested that the pre- 
sent shortage of nurses was a lo- 
cal issue rather than a national 
one and. that trusts had been giv- 
en the flexibility on pay to ad- 
dress the problem. 

He said there had been a real 
increase in nurses' pay of 70 per 
cent since the Conservatives 


came to power in 1979. Under 
the last Labour Government 
their standard of living had 
fallen, he said. 

The cool and sometimes 
noisy reception afforded Mr 
Bowis contrasted with a for 
more favourable response to 
Harriet Harman, Labour's 


Hospital bugs infect one in 10 patients 


One in 10 patients contract se- 
rious infections while in hospi- 
tal. according to the Royal 
College of Nursing, mites Bar- 
rie Clement. 

As part of its National Man- 
ifesto launched yesterday, it 
challenged the Government to 
publish national data on what 
many RCN members believe is 
a growing problem. 

Christine Hancock, general 
secretary of the RCN, said it was 


the sickest patients, undergoing 
surgery or intravenous therapy 
who were the most vulnerable 
to infection. “They expect, 
rightly, that the hospital will 
treat them, not harm them. 

“The consequences of hos- 
pital acquired infection can be 
devastating - and even in rare 
circumstances fatal, as the re- 
cent publicity about killer bugs 
has highlighted" 

Infection control was a key 


measure of the quality of a hos- 
pital and needed to be taken just 
as seriously as waiting times or 
the number of patients treated. 

In its latest publication on the 
issue, the RCN said that such in- 
fections constituted a silent 
epidemic. Hospitals were “con- 
ducive to the development and 
spread of infection". Patients 
brought in their own bacteria 
from outside and were also 
subjected to micro-organisms in 


the hospital environment 

The document estimated that 
if one in five infections were pre- 
vented. more than £15 m a year 
would be saved. 

Hie manifesto said the num- 
ber of patients wailing on trol- 
leys before admission to a 
hospital bed was unacceptable, 
while the Patients* Charter 
stated that from April patients 
could expect to be given a bed 
within two hours if admitted to 


hospital through an accident 
and emergency department 
Nurses, however, reported that 
such standards were too often 
breached. 

The document attacked the 
lack of national standards which 
left old people exposed to a 
“care lottery". It also.called for 
a ban on tobacco advertising, 
promotion and coverage of 
tobacco-sponsored events on 
television- 


health spokeswoman, and 
Simon Hughes of the Liberal 
Democrats. 

Ms Harman indicated that a 
Labour government might 
agree a degree of flexibility lo- 
cally, but there would noi be 
“hundreds of different pay 
scales" operated by different 
trusts all over tbe country. 

Such a system inevitably led 
to “leap-frogging", “head-hunt- 
ing" and then nurses being 
forced to leave patients in 
order to negotiate their, pay. 

Mr Hughes said it was a 
“scandal" that local pay had 
been introduced and that the 
Liberal Democrats supported a 
system of national minimum 
wages which they would cot ex- 
pect to be topped up by trusts. 

In opposition to the RCN 
president's call for a separation 
of the nurses away from other 
health workers, Mr Hughes 
said the NHS would be covered 
by one review body. 


A sick horse means 
Shreeram faces ruin. 



W ORK in the suffocating heat and dust of 
Delhi’s silica mines Is hard and ill-paid. 
Without his mule, there will be no employment 
for Shreeram, no food for his wife and children. And If 
we do not provide regular, free veterinary help his 
emaciated mule will probably survive only two or three 
years of crippling labour before its agonised collapse 
and early death. 

It is the same whether you are in Pakistan, In the 
rubbish tips of Cairo or the scorching desert of Jordan, 
where poor people have neither the money nor the 
skill to care properly for their working animals, were 
It not for the Brooke Hospital for Animals, the suffer- 
ing of both men and beasts would be intolerable. 

Please send what you can. We know how to make 
the most of every penny. With £25 we can give up to 
five days of hospital care which oould save an 
animal's life. £2 is enough for the preventive treat- 
ment which protects a working horse or mule against 
inflection. 

The broken down horses and the struggling families 
who depend upon them, need your help. Pin in the 
coupon, now. Please. 

Send what you ean by cheque or credit card to: 
Richard Seanght, Brooke Hospital for Animals, 
Dept. HID46 Broadmead House, 21 Panton St, London 
SW-1T 4DR. 

Or call us on 0171 930 0210. 


I want to help care for sick horses and tfonksys. 

I enclose a gift of: 

Or debit my Access /Visa Card No 


J 


Expiry date / 
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They depend on us - we depend on you 


Lyell warns against beef ‘revenge’ 


COLIN BROWN and 
KATHERINE BUTLER 

The Attorney General, Sir 
Nicholas Lyell, warned the Gov- 
ernment yesterday that Britain 
would be on weak legal ground 
if it took retaliatory action 
against Europe over the ban on 
beef exports. 

Sir Nicholas advised Cabinet 
colleagues that counter-mea- 
sures would risk a legal chal- 
lenge in the European Court of 
Justice and undermine Britain's 


own case if it broke the law. 
However, despite his warning, 
ministers were refusing to rule 
out taking action. 

The Foreign Secretary, Mal- 
colm Rifldnd, attacked EU gov- 
ernments for the “positive 
absurdity" of banning British 
beef in the acknowledged ab- 
sence of a threat to public 
health. 

He steered clear of directly 
threatening retaliation in dis- 
cussions with fellow ministers 
but later hinted that some form 


of reprisal might be the only 
option left to Britain. 

“I have no doubt that if it is 
not satisfactorily resolved it 
would have wider implications 
for Britain's relations with the 
EU. No country could accept an 
indefinite comprehensive ban 
when it is not required for pub- 
lic health reasons and when the 
Commission's own agriculture 
commissioner confirms thaL 

“We want to see a very ear- 
ly agreed outcome which wfll in- 
volve the lifting of the ban. That 


is what ought to happen and it 
should happen in the near fu- 
ture. Of course, if it did not hap- 
pen, inevitably other options 
would have to be looked at." 

However, he took heart from 
sympathetic remarks made by 
both the EU Commission Pres- 
ident, Jacques Santer, and the 
Italian Foreign minister, Su- 
sanna Agnelli who chaired yes- 
terday’s talks in Luxembourg. 
Mr Santer said the Commission 
favoured an immediate removal 
of tbe ban on products con- 


taining beef derivatives - in par- 
ticular, medicines or pharma- 
ceuticals. Mrs Agnelli urged 
foreign ministers to influence 
their governments to take the 
Commission's lead. 

Ministers are pinning their 
hopes on today's talks between 
Douglas Hogg, the Agriculture 
Minister, and Franz Fischler, die 
European Commissioner for 
Agriculture, to gel the ban lift- 
ed. Mr Hogg will present plans 
for a selective cull of cattle in 
“the low lens of thousands". • 


Catalogue of abuse in children’s homes 


Date 


Extent of 
abuse 


Prosecutions 


inquiry 


Islington 

Council 


Clwyd 


Staffordshire 


Leicestershire 


Buckinghamshire 


Dumfries and 
Galloway 


Cheshire 


Repons of abuse as early 
as 1979. Complaints 
made throughout 1980s. 
Inquiry In 1995 


1970s and 1980s 


198310 1989 


1973-1986 


1980s and 1990s 


197710 1982. 


1970s and 7980s 


At least 61 children 
abused by ring of 
paedophiles working 
raide and outside the 
council 


Up to 200. in seven 
homes abused by a 
paedophile nng with 
members thought to 
have been in positions 
ot influence 12of 
abused children have 
since died 


More than ISO 
youngsters isolated In 
bare room, for periods 
ranging from one to 84 
days, (mown as 
pindown 


Frank Beck abused 
more than 100 children 
in his care at forge 
homes 


Allegations of abuse in Boys at Monklands 
five childrens homes. Children Homes, aged 
Claims foal boys between eight and 16. 
imposed "sexual regularly abused. At 
initiation rights' on girts, least one victim 
Also atisgstfons about attempted suicide 
private home (or 
mentally handicapped 


Children of at ages 
abused at a number at 
homes (which cannot 
be named for legal 
reasons) 


32 courted staff named in 
sifosequen* White report 
but orfly one convicted of 
abuse. Received 3 .month 
suspended prison 
sentence 


50 stall disciplined, 13 None. Two deputy 
convictions. As many as directors of social 
300 names believed services and three 

given to CPS. Stephen social workers involved 
Noois, head of Cartrefte were sacked 
home near Wrexham 

jailed for 10 years. 


Beck gwen five Me 
sentences in 1 991. He 
died In prison in 1994 


None. 


3Peter Hartey. 50.. jailed Ongoing; 
after admitting 16 
charges of sexually 
abusing boys 


Conducted by ian White. 
Oxfordshire's director of 
Social Services. Critical of 
thecounriTs inadequate 
management Warned 
that abusers who woe 
not stopped might be 
working elsewhere 


14 reports, including 12 
earned oU int e rnally, 
have never been 
published. Definitive 
300-page report by 
three childcare experts 
remains unpublished 


Written by Altar Levy, 
QC, and Barbara 
Kahan, then chairman 
of NCH. published in 
1991. Called pindown a 
■'■irndamerttai abuse of 
human rights' 1 and 
advocated better 
trained staff 


Two independent . 
reports published in 
1993. Police and social 
services criticised. 
Officers accused of 
incompetence. ■ 
nsgfigience and 
prejudice In deaJng wffo 
Beck. . 


Two Investigations, one Advocate Deputy 
into public homes and \falerie Stacey said 

one into private mental victims were 
home; owner - systematically abused 

committed suicide. No Many placed in care 
charges solar after being abused at 

home 


Ongoing. 


FROM-FRONT page 

Wales. Rhodri Morgan, will 
also press Mr Hague to accept 
the main recommendation of 
the Jillings report ihat there 
should be a public judicial 

inquiry- 


Mr Hague has told the five 
councils which took over from 
Clwyd id local government 
reorganisation at the end of last 
month to urgently look at pro- 
ducing a publishable copy of the 
report. 

The panel is likely to agree 


to work with the council, but is 
expected to seek reassurances 
on the levels of co-operation 
they get, and about whether or 
not they are covered by insur- 
ance indemnity. 

The report claims that the 
team did not get all the co-op- 


eration they wanted while they 
were collecting evidence for 
the report 

One page says: “Our inves- 
tigation was limited by a num- 
ber of constraining factors. It 
was unclear to what extent ma- 
terial held by the North Wales 


"Police might be available tolhe 
independent panel, for example 
witness statements. 

fomer me mben; of 
staff and members of staff rep- 
resennng other organisations 
declined to meet with the in- 
dependent panel." 


Home manager jailed for attacks on boys 


Government and council offi- 
cials are to stud>' the case of a 
former children's home man- 
ager jailed yesterday for 15 
years for a catalogue of abuse 
against boys. 

Pbter Harley. 50, of Cardiff 
had admitted’ at a previous 
hearing 17 indecency charges 
involving boys aged six Lo six- 
teen. over five vears from 1977- 
19S2. 


At the High Court in Glas- 
gow the judge. Lord Weir, said 
the case raced the questions of 
how such a man came be in 
charge of a children's home — 
and why the children were un- 
able to get help over the years 
of abuse. Those running homes 
should examine “very careful- 
ly indeed" the selection of those 
in responsible positions, and to 
ensure victims could get speedy 


outside help, he said. 

The case centred on the 
Merkland home in Moffat, 
Dumfriesshire, where Harley 
was the officer in charge. The 
home closed down in the Eight- 
ies and the council responsible 
for it has been replaced by Dum- 
fries and Galloway. 

The Scottish Office said last 
night that it would study Lord 
Weir's remarks, but added: “A 


Jot of change has occurred since 
this case. A number of im- 
provements have taken place for 
selection of staff, and also for 
allowing children In make their 
views known." 

Dumfries and Galloway coun- 
cil said it “deeply regretted" the 
events which gave rise to the 
case, and it would continue to 
study the circumstances to sec if 
there were lessons to be learnL 


5*?. 1 director Kei- 

lh Makinsaid: “I can only say 
that at this distance in time, ii 
is not possible to understand the 
process by which Peter Harley 
was recruited. “Today we rou- 
tinely make police checks and 
have a much more rigorous ap- 
proach to staff recruitment and 
supervision with regular quali- 
ty checks and inspections with- 
in ail our residential homes ” 



empty 
yacht found adrift 

lifeboats and a Nav*Wi. 
•r.frfer searched waters the 

srsnrsKg 

The sails were up and there bad 

been a fire on board- but there 
— nostaoritesjgWj 

who sailed bum HanibkAtfce 
Salem on Saturday mtmfegta 
be away for a week- 
The Vessel «■* djscCN ^ 

abandoned 170 miles away, 10 

miles •south west of lizard 
Point, and was towed l&Nc*- 
hm for detailed 

lice said the name of the vead 
and the vachtsman were bemg 
withheld until next of kin are in- 
formed. _ 

Loyalist parade ten 
The RUC have banned * 
Protestant Orange Order 

parade from going .thretJ^a : 

Catholic flashpoint in BeKast- 
The decision to re-route Sun- 
day's march away from the tow- . 
er’Ormeau Road follows feare 
of new violence in the area. Sev- 
eral officers and Chilians were 
hurt in clashes when not police 
blocked a loyalist Apprentice 
Boys parade through the area 
on Easter Monday. 

Mortar mayhem 

A nine-year-old boy caused 
mavhem when he brought a live 
wartime mortar shell to school 
as a present for his teacher. An 
arrov bomb disposal squad was 
called to Kingsham County Pri- 
mary School in Chichester, Sus- 
sex/ after headmaster Nigel 
Coren saw the two-inch shelL 
Hie boy found it while walking 
in a nature reserve used as an 
army practice range during 
World War II. 

Rave vicar shortlist 

Church officials at the Nine 
O'Clock Service, who sacked 
the “rave vicar" Chris Brain last 
year for sexually abusing female 
members, are to interview five 
candidates to replace him. .An 
advertisement in Church Times 
brought applications from all 
over the world, although all 
those shortlisted are from the 
UK. Brain is believed to be in 
.America trying to become a 
rock musician. 

Test match special 

The widow of Test match crick- 
et commentator Brian Johnston 
is to sell hundreds of memen- 
tos of his 48 years at the mi- 
crophone. Pauline Johnston 
will auction hundreds of tics, 
scorecards, programme notes. 
Wisden from 1946-1994, car- 
toons. books and prims. The 
sale in Mayis expected to raise 
£10.000 for the Brian Johnston 
Memorial Fund to develop 
young cricketers. 

Buried body appeal 

Police appealed for help to 
identify a man strangled to 
death and buried in Nine Acres 
Wood, near Essendon. Hert- 
fordshire. He is white. 5ft 1 1 in, 
aged 25-55, with dark collar- 
length hair and a full dark 
beard, and probably from Lon- 
don. Det Supt Bill Jackson 
urged anyone who suspects 
they may know the man to call 
him on 01707 336611. 

Triple killer dies 

A convicted triple killer has 
been found dead in his cell. An- 
drew Genrle, 58. from Glasgow, 
bad been serving two life sen- 
tences for murder and eight 
years for attempted murder at 
Greenock prison, Renfrewshire. 

In 1982 he was found guilty of 
stabbing a woman to death and 
tiien strangling his accomplice. 
He bad previously been jailed 
for culpable homicide. 

Green book row 

The environmental pressure 
group Greenpeace pulled out of 
a major award ceremony be- 
cause the sponsors are an oil 
company. The Greenpeace 
Book of Water was a leading 
contender for the £5,000 Con- 
servation Book Prize which will 
be announced today. The prize 
money comes from BP through 
the charity Book Trust. 

Molly Keane dies 

Hie writer Molly Keane has 
died at her home in Co V&ter- 
ford, aged 92. Her works in-, 
duded the novels Time After 
ar *d Good Behaviour. 
which was short-listed" for a 
Booker Prize in 1981. and 
filmed for television^ 
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Martini Two hundred security guards and £100m 
advert cou ^ ( ^ n ^ s ^°p a ma ll ar d doing nature’s work 

stirs fresh 
trouble 



«iS* 

v 1 ’ 

a , -, 3j' w 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

The makers of the “cosmetic 
surgery" advertisement for 
Martini have run inio another 
row ewer the controversial cam- 
paign. 

Last month' the television 
advertisements, featuring peo- 
ple who had cosmetic surgery to 
be attractive enough to “drink 
the beautiful drink", were at- 
tacked by a plastic surgeon as 
offensive to disfigured chil- 
dren. 

Now the drinks maker faces 
a claim that one of. the adver- 
tisements was copied from Face 
Facts , an award-winning short 
GIm shown three times on 
Channel 4 in the last three 
years. 

The allegation comes from 
Linda Hughes, 31, a lecturer at 
Barnet College, north London, 
who made Face Facts in' the 
form of a spoof advertisement 
for ^Beauty Inc'*, a fictitious cos- 
metics company. 

The film, which won a Gold 
Plaque at the Chicago Interna- 
tional Film Festival features an 
unattractive man selling the 
message that you can be happy 
only if you are. cosmetically 
transfonned. 

Like one Martini advertise- 
ment, her film shows a patient 
about to undergo surgery, then 
covered in bandages but fully 
dressed. 

It concludes with the tri- 
umphant slogan: “Together we 
can make the whole world 
beautiful." Martini’s slogan was 
“With Martini we can make 
Britain a more beautiful place.” 

Ms Hughes said from her 
London home yesterday: “If the 
similarity was coincidental, 
there were quite a lot of coin- 
cidences - the subject matter, 
the smug tone of the fascistic 
narrator and the final line. 


Observation 
tower offers 
a global 
perspective 

LOUISE JURY 

The public could be given the 
opportunity to get a gtimpse of 
deserts, savannah or rainforests 
several thousand miles away 
without having to travel further 
than London. 

Under a scheme conceived by 
Peter Head, a British engineer 
- one of several Millennium 
projects to be unveiled this 
week - members of the public 
could walk into a specially 
devised centre in the capital to 
link up via satellite with other 
parts of the world. 

A consortium of businesses 
is behind the £92m plan for a 
co mmuni cations and observa- 
tory tower, called Globorama, 
which would be built next to the 
agreed sight of the Millennium 
exhibition in Greenwich, south- 
east London. 

The 200m high tower, which 
is expected to attract 2.4 miliion 
visitors by 2000, would give 
panoramic views of London- 
But, more significantly, through 
satellite technology, it would 
provide viewing platforms of- 
reriag the chance to interact 
with major dries and natural en- 
vironments '‘live” across the 


“My films last went out on 
Channel 4 in May and Sep- 
tember last year, while the Mar- 
tini ad was launched last 
December.'* 

Ms Hughes was so angered 
by the apparent connection 
that she asked a friend to do an 
“interview" with Alan Young, 
the copywriter at Howell Hen- 
ry Chaldecott Lury who came 
up with the idea, inspired in her 
case by a promotional staff 
video for Sainsbury's, "It’s fair 
to say he was quite' vague," she 
said. “My friend said, 'It’s quite 
a striking ad, what made you 
think of it?’ and he replied, 
‘That’s the eternal question.* " 

After consulting a lawyer, she 
then wrote to Westbay, the 
Southampton-based company 
which distributes Martini in 
the UK. But it refuses to accept 1 
any connection. 

Christopher Meredith, mar- j 
keting controller for Martini 
wrote bade “Haring checked 
with our advertising agency 1 
have to advise you that the Mar- 
tini advertising of which you 
complain was developed with- 
out anyone involved having 
seen your film. 

“I regret I am unable to dis- 
cern any real connection be- 
tween your film and the'Martini 
advertising, beyond- the fact 
that both explore (in a satirical 
fashion) the general theme of 
people being made physically 
more attractive." 

Ms Hughes is fighting back, 
although not through the 
courts. She has put her film on 
the Internet, together with the 
interview with Mr Young. 

“I know advertising has got 
to take ideas from things which 
are going on but I didn't make 
a lot of money from my film, 
whereas they’ve spent £5m." 

Her film can be viewed on 
h ttpr/Avww. hyena.co.uk/Face- 
Facts. 



Safety zone: The mallard's nest (above) containing 11 eggs (below) cordoned off on the site of the Newbury bypass 


Photograph: John Voos 



The £92m Globorama, which 
would be built In Greenwich 

world. The Royal Geographical 
Society, which is barking the 
project, hopes to gam signifi- 
cantly through the construction 
of an international network, of 
environmental research pro- 
grammes linked to the project 
But the scheme is dependent 
on part-funding from the Mil- 
lennium Commission, which is 
doe to announce its 'Tong-list" 
of submissions -thu^week. 


The bulldozers line the horizon, 
the contractors are preparing 
for a hard day’s graft, writes 
Louise Jury. 

And in the middle of the path 
of the Newbury bypass in Berk- 
shire, a mallard is sitting upon 
r 11 new eggs. 

The human protesters have 
been forced to depart after a 
three-month battle, leaving the 
Thames Valley police to 
complain of the £2,6m cost of 
the eviction programme. 

However, as a Friends of 
the Earth spokesman sard last 
night: “They may have got rid 
of the protesters but will find it 
harder to evict the wildlife. It 
will keep on coming back. It 
shows the robustness of nature." 


One of the key arguments of 
the environmental protesters 
during their campaign has been 
the potential damage to wildlife 
in the area. 

Although mallards are not a 
rare species, elsewhere on the 
proposed route badgers, rare 
snails and a range of birds, in- 
cluding dunnocks, wrens, lap- 
wings and skylarks, have made 
their mark. 

The mallard pictured above 
has been made safe, cordoned 
off with orange tape, while she 
tends her nest. 

“It will be good if they keep 
on getting delays because they 
find wildlife there," the Friends 
of the Earth spokesman said. 

More than 200 security 


guards at a time have been em- 
ployed to guard the site of the 
£101m bypass. 

Work began at the beginning 
of January on the first stage, 
which involved clearing the site 
and preparing it for construc- 
tion. 

Last week, Charles Pollard, 
Chief Constable of Thames 
\felley, criticised a hard-core of 
protesters for forcing up the bill 
for handling the dispute by 
their actions. 

He appealed to ordinary 
middle-class protesters to 
dissociate themselves from the 
allegedly violent actions of what 
he described as more militant 


v\ 


campaigners. 


Letters, page 16 



Unilever spurns industrial fishing 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

In a major victory for conser- 
vationists, one of the world's 
largest multinationals is to boy- 
con the industrial fishing which 
is putting the North Sea ecosys- 
tem in jeopardy. 

Unilever yesterday an- 
nounced that within a year it 
would stop using all oils derived 
from industrial fishing in Euro- 
pean waters. This fishery catch- 
es more than 1 million tonnes of 
small fish at the base of the food 
chain each year and is unregu- 
lated by the European Union’s 
Common Fisheries Policy. 

The Anglo Dutch conglom- 


erate, which owns the Bird’s Eye 
brand, said it now accepted this 
catch of sprat whiting, pout and 
sandeels was unsustainable and 
destructive. Unilever uses 
100,000 tonnes of fish oil a 
year, a quarter of the total 
made from this catch in Euro- 
pean waters, for products as di- 
verse as cosmetics, cakes and 
biscuits and hair conditioner. 

These small fish are an im- 
portant food source for sea 
birds, seals and porpoises, and 
also for larger fish species which 
are heavily preyed on by 
Europe's fishing fleets. 

Scientists agree that cod and 
haddock have been overfished 
for years in the North Sea, and 


there is a risk of the stocks col- 
lapsing. Denmark, Norway and 
Iceland account for the great 
majority of industrial fishing off 
Europe, with Britain trailing in 
fourth place. 

Unilever’s announcement 
came as European Union fish- 
eries ministers met in Brussels 
yesterday to discuss fish quotas. 

Britain’s fisheries minister, 
limy Baidry, also launched a 
campaign to return Britain's 
fishing waters to the United 
Kingdom fleet. 

He warned that the Common 
Fisheries Policy could regain 
credibility only if it clamped 
down on “quota-hoppers" who 
plunder another nation’s EU 


fish catch allocation - with the 
blessing of Brussels. The move 
follows the Government's legal 
defeat at the hands of the Span- 
ish irawler fleet. The Euro- 
pean Court of Justice has ruled 
that one country cannot stop 
trawlers from another member 
state sharing ils quota. 

Now claims worth about 
£30ra are in the pipeline from 
Spanish boat owners who were 
excluded from UK waters after 
registering in British ports to 
qualify for British fish quotas. 

Mr Baidry said that the sys- 
tem must change, adding: ’Al- 
locations of national quotas 
should be for the benefit of fish- 
ing oomm unities in the member 


state concerned - not for fish- 
ermen from another country." 

But he ruled out any British 
pull-out from the Common 
Fisheries Policy as demanded by 
some ministers and trawler- 
men in the wake of the court- 
roo m def eat “Withdrawal from 
the CFP is a non-starter but ft 
is crucial that there are re- 
forms to the way it works. Pol- 
icy-makers must listen more 
carefully to what fishermen 
themselves are saying," he said. 

He also unveUed plans for 
setting up regional committees 
to consider the management of 
EU fisheries. They would cov- 
er areas like the Baltic, North 
Sea and English Channel. 


‘Mail’ buys 20% of ITN in forced sale 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

The Daily Mail has bought a 20 
per cent stake in ITN, maker of 
ITV’s News .it Ten, it was an- 
nounced yesterday. • 

In a joint statement, Grana- 
da and Carlton Communica- 
tions said they had each sold a 
10 per cent holding in the com- 
pany to the Daily Mail and Gen- 
eral Trust (DMGT) for a 
combined total of £20. 4m. The 
move was forced upon them by 


the 1990 Broadcasting Act. 
which limited to 20 per cent in- 
dividual shareholdings in (he 
news provider which services 
ITV Channel 4 and the soon- 
to-be launched Channel 5. 

The ITV companies said they 
were disappointed at having to 
sell their investments but were 
“delighted to be selling their 
shares to another professional 
news organisation". 

ITN will now be jointly 
owned by Carlton (20 per cent), 
Granada (2) per cent), DMGT 


(20 per cent), Reuter (IS per 
cent), Anglia TV and Scottish 
TV (5 per cent each). The re- 
maining 12 per cent will be 
owned by a Carlton/Granada 
joint venture company, set up 
to hold their excess shares. 

The reduction of Carlton and 
Granada's ITN stakes has been 
a long-running saga. The dead- 
line for their sale was original- 
ly 31 December 1994, but was 
later extended by 12 months. As 
the second December deadline 
loomed, Carlton and Granada 


proposed to the Independent 
Television Commission that they 
each put their excess 16 per cent 
of ITN shares into a dead- 
locked joint venture company. 

In December this look place, 
with neither company able to 
vote on the shares, thus avoid- 
ing the need to sell them cheap 
to meet the deadline. It was 
from these shares that the 
DMGT sale was made. 

Last year ITN had a turnover 

of£S9m and made a £1 5.3m prof- 
it in the year to last December. 


The DMGT said that the pur- 
chase, which will be paid for 
in cash, was made through its 
Harmsworth Broadcasting 
Division. Sir David English, 
who chairs ihe division, will 
represent the trust on the ITN 
board. 

“I am delighted to announce 
our purchase of this share- 
holding in ITN. News is our 
business and we look forward to 
developing a valuable partner- 
ship with ITN and its share- 
holders," Sir David said. 


news 

Risk of 
spinal 
injuries 
highest 
in rugby 


JOJO MOVES 

The number of serious spinal in- 
juries caused by rugby is pro- 
portionally higher than any 
other organised sport, accord- 
ing to the first national figures. 

Of 443 reported spinal in- 
juries between 19S5 and Janu- 
ary 1996, 79 (IS per cent) Look 
place on the rugby pitch. Of 
these cases, 70 per cenL result- 
ed in severe paralysis. 

Last week, Ben Smoldon, 
21, successfully sued a referee 
after he was left paralysed fol- 
lowing the collapse of a scrum. 
The new figures reveal that 
nearly half of all serious rugby 
injuries occurred in players un- 
der 26 and nearly a quarter re- 
sulted in the patient needing a 
ventilator to breathe. 

Compiled from spinal injury 
units across the country, they 
show that the highest figure for 
injury was “diving 'ana swim- 
ming” (43 per cent). Bui this fig- 
ure is disproportionate as it 
largefy comprises people who 
have dived into shallow water, 
mostly while on holiday abroad. 

After rugby, the next most 
dangerous sport was horse rid- 
ing with 12 per cent of injuries. 

These figures reiterate those 
compiled last year by the Trevor 
Jones Tfetraplegjc Trust (now 
Regain) which showed that of 
98 cases where sports people 
suffered serious spinal injury, 53 
were rugby players, followed by 
20 divers and swimmers. 

According to Anne Savage, 
a retired GP who has been re- 
searching the figures, rugby in- 
juries are high because it is not 
considered “dangerous” and 
the people who play it are of- 
ten unfit or not fully grown. 

She said in younger players 
there was often a discrepancy 
between muscular development 
and bone development. “You 
can look well muscled at 16/17 
but bones will not have achieved 
maturity, nor will the neuro- 
logical system." 

She added that there were 
few serious injuries in top-lev- 
el rugby because players were 
in regular training, and their 
games were well supervised. 

A 1994 paper in the journal 
Sports Etxrcise and Injury sug- 
gested there was a “serious un- 
der-reporting’’ of spinal injuries 
to the rugby union authorities, 
adding that most players had no 
idea of the risks of the game. 

The national figures are as yet 
incomplete, although they are 
drought to be proportionally 
correct. But some consultants 
believe the true figure is much 
higher, due to the lack of a na- 
tionwide scheme of registration. 

One doctor said he had 
walked round a ward and spo- 
ken to three patients who had 
suffered spinal injuries from 
rugby, before being told that 
none were registered as' such. 

"There is a problem that not 
all spinal injuries go to spinal in- 
jury units,” said Dr Savage. Pa- 
tients then became “invisible". 

Don Hall, sports injuries ad- 
ministrator for the Rugby Foot- 
ball Union, said it took its 
responsibility to players very se- 
riously. The RJFU, although 
making moves to increase safe- 
ty has repeatedly stressed that 
it is less dangerous than other 
“dangerous” sports. 

But according to Jon NichoU, 
acting director of the Medical 
Care Research Unit at the Uni- 
versity of Sheffield, while dan- 
gerous sports such as 
rock-climbing were highest of 
all, the relatively tiny numbers 
of people who took part made 
them statistically insignificant. 

But he-added that as in Ben 
Smoldon’s case, it was the way 
the game was played that count- 
ed. “If it's played in a very tough 
and competitive way lien the 
risks are greatly increased." 
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HEALTHCARE. 
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YOUR WALLET . 

IN MIND. 

Buying healthcare isn’t just about protecting yourself. It’s also about protecting those you love. 

Which is why, when you become a member, well give you 12 months’ free healthcare for all your 
children. And as well as getting immediate access to treatment and your own personal adviser, you’ll also 
be able to call the Health Infonnation Line, which can answer health or childcare questions at any hour f 
of the day (or night). Call PPP healthcare on 0800 33 55 55 and protect the people closest to your heart 

Offer applies to nc" - Comprehensive. Extensive and Key Plan members with children under 1 1 who are unmarried and living at home. Offer ends lOlhMay 1996. 



PPP healthcare ™ 
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* Class conflict: Politicians condemn action over 
pupil of 13 as scheme to raise standards fails 


Teachers under 


fire for strike 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 


Teachers who have voted iu go 
un strike in a dispute over a dis- 
ruptive 13-year-old boy were 
criticised by politicians from 
both main parties yesterday. 

Appeals for staff at Glaisdale 
School, in Nottingham, to re- 
main at their positions came 
from Gillian Shephard, the Sec- 
retary of State for Education, 
and a spokesman for the Lab- 
our Party. 

Twenty of the school’s 38 
teachers will go on all-om strike 
from Friday if agreement can- 
not be reached at a meeting to- 
day between Nottinghamshire 
County Council, the school's 
head teacher and the boy’s 
family. The rest of the staff may 
also decide to refuse to leach 
the boy. 

Richard Wilding was per- 
manently excluded from the 
school in February after 
allegedly being involved in 30 in- 
cidents of violence and disrup- 
tion since last September. 

The decision was supported 
by the county council but was 
overturned by an independent 
appeals panel. 

Staff at the school objected 
to his return to school, saying 
he bad both learning difficulties 
and emotional problems and 
that he should be in a special 
unit. He is now being taught 
separately from other pupils by 
a supply teacher. 

Yesterday, Mrs Shephard 


blamed the local authority for 
the dispute with members of the 
National Association of School- 
masters Union of Women Tea- 
chers (NASUWT). 

Speaking at a local election 
press conference, she said the 
Government intended to in- 
troduce legislation to reduce 
such incidents. 



ing, has said she is considering 
legal action. “1 think it is dis- 


Richard Wilding: Given 
lessons on tus own 


“What is Labour-controlled 
Nottinghamshire doing about 
this matter? it does seem clear 
that the right place for this child 
has not yet been found," she 
said. "It is the duty of the LEA 
to find appropriate education 
for that child. ” 

It was never right for teach- 
ers to strike and to harm chil- 
dren’s education, she added. 

Labour’ s deputy leader. John 
Prescott, agreed with Mis Shep- 


gusting to strike over my son. It 
has all been blown up out of 
proportion. 

“Richard is not as bad as they 
make out, and if he is given the 
right support he can cope with 
mainstream schooling. There 
are children far worse than 
Richard in Glaisdale," she said 

The NASUWT has been in- 
volved in a growing number of 
cases in which staff have refused 
to teach a difficult child. There 
were 52 such cases last year and 
about six each month this year, 
but strikes are rarer. 

In 1991. staff at the Bishop 
of Uandaff school in South 
Glamorgan threatened to strike 
after three boys who had sexu- 
ally assaulted a girl were 
returned to school, but their 
parents withdrew them. i 


£50m on appraisal 
‘but it is a failure’ 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 


More than £50m spent on 
teacher appraisal has failed to 
raise standards in schools, ac- 


cording to an inspectors’ report 
published yesterday. Chris 
Woodhead, the Chief Inspector 


Woodhead, the Chief Inspector 
of Schools, has called for a clos- 
er link between teacher per- 
formance and pay. 

The inspectors’ report, based 
on visits to more than 300 
schools, says that only four of 
those linked pay with appraisal 
II points out that in only 20 per 
cent of schools is there arty sign 
that appraisal, introduced five 
years ago by the Government, 


Chris Wwdheedfeaiay £82.0001, 
Chief inspector of Schools, and en- 
thusiast fer petfonrianee^etetEd 
pay, wiflbe appraised on Friday by 
Michael Bichard, permanent sec- 
retary at the Dep®tment for Ed- 
ucation and Employment Should 
he get a boras? 


Sir Rhodes Boysorv former ed- 
ucation minister: "He's excellent 
Whether yog agree with him or 
not :., he is good news, t would 
definite^ gye.tikn an alpha.” . . . 


improves teaching. 
Mr Woodheads 


Mr Woodhea cfs Office for 
Standards in Education is re- 
viewing teacher appraisal with 


Professor TedWtagg,pf Exeter 
Unwenaty's department at e&xa-. 
tion:*5-fe bonus, should be minus 
£^,OCX)kiv^ofthern6^^ 
he has- caused. « education and 
the lack of substance, to toe po-. 
{fflcal sigrtfhepiJtsen things.' ; 


the Teacher Training Agency 
and their recommendations will 


and their recommendations wul 
be sent to Gillian Shephard, the 
Secretary of Stale for Education. 

At present, government guid- 
ance says that there should be 
no automatic link between ap- 
praisal and promotion and pay 
but that beads and governors 
may legitimately take it into ac- 
count. Under existing rules 
agreed by teacher unions, ap- 
praisal reports cannot be used 
losack a teacher. Mr Woodhead 
believes both principles should 
be re-examined. 

The report argues that ap- 
praisal needs to focus more 


Stieda Lawtor. director Of the 
think-fank ftoOteocvTm nbtsura 
wbetoerpobfic senentosftoufd^t 
bonuses. Suthe sriorifdbe corm 
mended to the sfstes. Hsfe one 
Of tfiefet heads of inspection to 
he detarf^frtvnschoofe as 
stanc^Tg. to}bSrig so impartial.” 


NteeJ de Gruefi v. seheraJSecre- 

bonus 1^. nd“^hcTOr»%v : lie 
shouastopoentim^y rafel^ toe. 
Subjeet^bf tod r 4-'pap jtf.'ipV 
cc^p^UtBachpm.ltodwe it 
beeped up fy the roecSa." : > . 


sharply on raising standards 
and should be less secretive. 
One teacher described in the re- 
port refused to let an appraisal 


report be used as a reason for 
in-service training. 

Mr Woodhead said: “That is 
nonsensical ... The culture 
within education at present is 
not one whidi welcomes the no- 
tion of performance pay.” He 


said that the confidentiality 
surrounding appraisal was ex- 
cessive. “If appraisal is to have 
the impact it should, then it 
must be open to a wider range 
of uses than at present." 

Excellent and outstanding 
teachers should be identified 
and their performance should 
be rewarded. Those who were 
in difficulties should be offered 
support but action must be tak- 
en if they did not improve. 

Mr Woodhead. who earns 
£82,000 a year, said he person- 
ally supported performance- 
related pay. and was himself due 
to be appraised under the Civ- 
il Service scheme on Friday. 

Appraisal involves interviews 
and observation by senior col- 
leagues followed by the setting 
of targets for action. All teach- 
ers are supposed to have been 
appraised by thisyear but the re- 
duction of special government 
grants for the programme has 
led to some delays, the report 
says. Nearly half the schools re- 
ported difficulties in completing 
their appraisal programmes. 

David Blunketl, Labour's ed- 
ucation spokesman, said* “Chris 
Woodhead has admitted that 
the Government has sidelined 
appraisal. Support for the 
scheme has been dropped by 
ministers" 

Nigel de Grochy. general 
secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Schoolmasters/ 
Union of Women Teachers, 
said his union would be pre- 
pared to look al linking pay with 
teaching quality provided the 
general level of pay was high. 
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DAILY POEM 


Grandfather in Green 


Gas death 
landlord 


By George Sartes 


My grandfather, the Budapest shoemaker 

wrote plays in his spare rime, and then he died. 
His body became a pdfble on a beach 

of softness across which swept the pale green tide. 


escapes jail 


pale green. I think, would suit him as a tint - 
under his eye. or thinly flexed across 
the hooked bridge of his nose His sour complexion 
was cooking apples, a summary of loss. 


each a pucker in the flesh. His waistcoat 

was grey as clouds, a pak green handkerchief 
blossoming from the pocket Even his tongue 
would sit in his mouth, soft and green as a leaf. 


! And so Ite returned to nature after ad, 

the pale green gall within him m the shut 
cavern of his stomach, and the green 
smell of gas still lingering in the hut • 


' Georee Szirtes was bora in 194S in Hungary and came to Eng- 
land withhis family following the uprising m Budapest in 1956. 
He has published kven poetry books and is renowned both as 
a translator from Hungarian and as a poet in the English lan- 
guage, OUR have recently published h& Selected Poems 1976- 
1996. This is distinctive and tangy verse, rich in Slavic 
melancholy and the burden of history.- . 


A landlord was yesterday given an 
18-month suspended sentence 
after admitting the manslaughter 
of a tenant who died of carbon 
monoxide poisoning from a faulty 
gas fire.Tbomas Beedie, of Cot- 
h'n gham ; Hull, admitted hiring 
Tracey Murphy, 19, found dead 
in her flat in Pearson Park. Hull, 
in 1993. He changed his plea on 
Friday after more than two days 
of legal argument in Sheffield 
Crown CcairL 

In 1994 the Health and Safe- 
ty Executive prosecuted Beedie, 
who was convicted of failing to 
maintain the fire in Ms Muzpinr’s 
room and he and his wife were 
each fined £L50Q. In July 1994 he 
was prosecuted by Hull City 
CoiraS and foundgnitor of 15 of- 
fences under the Housing Regu- 
lations Art. He received a 
two-year conditional ffechaige. 

At the inquest on Ms Murphy 
in September 1994, a jury ruled 
she bad been unlawfully killed. 
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over ‘violent’ boy 
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hard that striking in these cir- 
cumstances was wrong, but he 
blamed government legislation 
and accused the Secretary of 
State of using the issue as a 
“political pawn" during local 
elections. 

“I'm more concerned about 
the parents involved in this and 
the children who arc worried 
about the extent of violence in 
their schools and 1 think the 
Nottingham authority should be 
given all (he power to deal 
wilh it. Unfortunately Mrs 
Shephard's legislation makes if 
very difficult for them to deal 
with,” he said. 

The boy’s mother, Rita Wild- 
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Serving a good cause: Some of the plates painted by 78 celebrities, including Maureen Lipman, Richard Branson and Kevin Keegan, to raise 
money for arthritis victims. The plates wilt be auctioned at tbe Art Connoisseur’s Gallery, central London, on Thursday Photograph: Nick Turpin 


Appeal told of murder case ‘conjecture’ 


The girlfriend of a businessman 
convicted of murdering her 
parents yesterday said she was 
certain his appeal would suc- 


ceed. Cheryl Toozc, 36, spoke 
of her belief in Jonathan Jones’s 


of her belief in Jonathan Jones’s 
innocence outside the Court of 
Appeal after three judges were 
told that his conviction was 
based on “suspicion, speculation 
and conjecture". 

Harry Tboze. 64. and his 
wife, Megan, 67, were each 
shot once in the back of the 


head with a shotgun at their 
farm at Lianharry, Mid Glam- 
organ. MissTooze said: “I have 
always said that Jonathan is in- 
nocent from the very beginning- 
This will be demonstrated over 
the next few days by his QC be- 
cause there was absolutely no 
evidence to convict him. Some- 
times I feci frustrated and help- 
less and I wish there was more 
I could do because my real fight 
begins when he is released and 
the investigation begins again to 


find my parents’ real killers.” 

John Rees QC. representing 
Jones, told the appeal judges 
that the murder method would 
have resulted in the killer being 
covered in blood and brain tis- 
sue but there was never any 
forensic evidence at the New- 
port Crown Court trial in April 
last year that would link Jones 
with the crime. Jones, 36, of Or- 
pington, Kent, was convicted on 
a 10-2 majority verdict after the 
prosecution claimed he paid a 


surprise visit to the farm in July 
1993. and bad tea with the cou- 
ple before shooting them. 

Mr Rees said it was never 
proved Jones was anywhere 
near the farmhouse at the time 
of tbe killings and he would be 
bringing fresh evidence to back 
his daim that he was looking for 
an office in Orpington for Miss 
Tboze. His own alibi, that he 
spoke to lift engineers in Orp- 
ington during tbe day of the 
killings, was never disproved. 


The prosecution originally 
claimed at the trial that Jones's 
motive was money, said Mr 
Rees. But this was not devel- 
oped and was eventually 
dropped. In his summing-up to 
the juiy, Mr Justice Rougjer 
revived the financial motive 
and in doing so misdirected the 
jury, said Mr Rees. 

The appeal being heard by 
Lord Justice Rose. Mr Justice 
Dyson and Mr Justice Gage, 
was adjourned to today. 


Century-old mechanical systems refined still 
further, made to perform even better, more 
reliably. Packing yet more performance into 
already impressively multifunction electronic 
instruments. Giving impossibly sleek cases an 
extra touch of silken smoothness, a highly 
legible dial a bit more crispness... Never still, 
never content, Brettling relentlessly continues 
to improve its range of professional chrono- 
graphs with the same dedication as the aero- 
nautics industry upgrades its own products. 


Over a century’s expertise with mechanical 
chronographs is obviously no bar to topflight 
contemporary design. Devotees of fine work- 
manship are sure to appreciate sophisticated 
luxury styling as warmly as they value the 
technical excellence which short-time measu- 
rements demand. 
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Navtitmer Montbrillant 


V 2 






Absolute harmony in steel marks the new case design 
of Breitling's high-performance Montbrillant 
mechanical chronograph, equipped today with the 
new Navitimer bracelet to form an instrument 


watch inspired by the days xohen the original slide- 
rule-equipped Na\ttimer first took to the air. 
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Crosswind 


Navitimer Spatiog raphe 


Breitling has radically improved the legibility of 
its Navitimer selfwinding chronograph. Us new 
StwrtOGRAPHE features for instance a minute totaliz- 
er with a mechanical digital display system that 
provides direct short-time readouts to up to ten 
minutes. Short-time measurements am total up to 
three hours. With circular slide rule for multiplica- 
tions, divisions and unit anrperswns. 


THE RED 
ARROWS 


Scott Carpenter 


Along with its exceptionally robust size, Brejtung's 
new Cross wind mechanical chronograph features 
a markedly more classic design. The stylish 
"upmarket layout of its dial confirms the total refi- 
nement of an impeccably engineered construction. 


ACAP'ttoXt 


The US. Navy's Top Gun air-combat school, 
the Blue Angels, the R.A.F/S Red Arrows, the 
Patrouille de France, astronaut Scott Carpenter - 
all aeronautics legends to whom Breitling is 
proud to dedicate its very limited-edition ins- 
truments, available exclusively from the most 
qualified retail jewelers. 
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In 1996, the Brettling Academy will be provid- 
ing highly advanced flight training to some of 
the world's most promising young aerobatics 
pilots. World champion and Brettling trophy- 
holder Xavier de Lapparent will supervise train- 
ing sessions for them as they prut the Brettling 
Academy's Sukhoi 31, Cap 232 and Extra 300 
aircraft through their paces. 


Tins newest version of the Aerospace multi- 
function electronic chronograph provides an 
audible indication of the hours and minutes 
simply by pressing on the crown . 




ID 


At the end of this year, when very high-altitude 
winds will have stabilized, the Brutuxg ORBrmt 
will head for the skies. Crewed by Bertrand 
Piccard and Wim Verstraeten, this specially 
designed balloon will rise into the stratosphere 
to attempt the first non-stop, round-the-world 
flight - the last of the great aeronautics adven- 
tures. crowning 213 years of dreams and achieve- 
ments bv the world's lighter-than-air pioneers. 
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They don’t feed 
them. They don’t 
water them. They 
don’t brush them. 

They don’t de- 
louse them. They 
don’t de-flea them. 

They don’t bath 
them. They don’t 
worm them. 

They don’t walk 
them. They don’t take them 
to the vet. 

They don’t train them. 
They don’t innoculate them. 
They don’t spay them. They 
don’t neuter them. 

They don’t groom them. 
They don’t comb them. They 
don’t clip their nails. They 
don’t play with them. 

They don’t exercise them. 
They don’t de-tangle their fur. 
They don’t clean their paws. 
They don’t supervise them. 

They don’t buy them leads. 
They don’t buy them collars. 
They don’t buy them baskets. 



They don’t buy them treats. 
They don’t buy them food. 
They don’t buy them feeding 
bowls. 

They don’t reward them. 
They don’t provide them with 
a balanced diet. They don’t 
control them. They don’t check 
the state of their health. 

They don’t provide any 
bedding. They don’t change 
their bedding. 

They don’t check their 
teeth. They don’t clean their 
teeth. They don’t pay them 
any attention. 

They don’t care for them. 


They don’t house- 
train them. They 
don’t clip their coat. 

They don’t get 
insurance for them. 
They don’t stroke 
them. 

They don’t clean 
up their urine. They 
don’t clean up their 
faeces. They don’t 
clean up their vomit. 

They don’t clean their 
ears. They don’t clean their 
eyes.They don’t buy them toys. 

They don’t detect injuries. 
They don’t detect disease. 

They don’t treat injuries. 
They don’t treat disease. 

They don’t provide any 
shelter for them. 

They don’t provide any 
warmth for them. 

If you’re not prepared to 
do all of the above, please 
don’t do one more thing: don’t 
give a home to a pet. 

Neglect is cruelty. 





THE AIMS OF THE RSPCA ARE TO PREVENT CRUELTY AND PROMOTE KINDNESS TO ANIMALS. 
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Car was ‘lethal 




weapon’ for 




schizophrenic 




NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 


Clarification over the rights 


lained because of fears over his 
mental health. 

His condition deteriorated, 
be left a rehabilitation work pro- 


and duties of doctors to report ject, he was not taking his med 
piously mentally ill patients to icalion and he set out to worl 
the driving licence authority is as a mini-cab driver. But despite 
to be sought after a paranoid a warning six months before 


traduce compulsion because the 
issue of patient confidentiality 
was “a very sensitive area". 

The inquiry concluded that 
the magnitude of the tragedy 


Sljj-'jj' 


ication and he set out to work was not predictable. But it was 
as a mini-cab driver. But despite predictable that Gadher would 




schizophrenic killed a young 
mother in a car in a London car 
park. 

An inquiiy published yes- 
terday into the case of Nilesh 
Gadher, 37, a paranoid schizo- 
phrenic with a history of vio- 
lence and of failing to" take his 
medication, lists a catalogue of 
errors in his care. They culmi- 



Sanrta Kaura: Killed by 
Gadher driving In car park 


nated in him kflling Sanha Kau- 
ra, 27, the mother of a young 
baby, when he struck her while 
driving at up to 45 mph in the 
car park. He was judged unfit 
to stand trial. 


a wanting six months before 
hum his father and brother that 
he could kill himself or some- 
one else, and despite com- 
plaints from neighbours over his 
behaviour and evident deterio- 
ration. a social worker decided 
Gadher did not meet the crite- 
ria for compulsory treatment 

But the inquiry said it was 
also concerned that Gadher 
was able to buy and drive a car, 
possibly with fare-paying pas- 
sengers in it while in his psy- 
chotic slate. “The fact of the 
matter is that a car is every bit 
as lethal a weapon in the wrong 
hands at the wrong time as a 
firearm," the inquiry chaired by 
Judge Main said. 

A patient admitted to hospi- 
tal with a psychosis has a duty to 
inform the Driver and Vehicle 
Licensing Agency, which can re- 
voke the licence, and should be 
advised by doctors not to drive. 
But there is nothing in law to pre- 
vent someone drivmg against ad- 
vice the inquiry said, although it 
“may be appropriate" for the 
doctor to tell the DVLA. 

Baling, Hammersmith and 
Hounslow Health Authority, 
which with Ealing Council com- 
missioned the report, said how- 
ever there were issues over 
patient confidentiality in doctors 
reporting patients. “We will be 
asking the departments of 
health and transport to clarify 
the ethics and law in this area 


stop taking his medication and 
that if unwell be might become 
violent. It might have been pre- 
vented if he had been re-ad- 
mitted hospital or prevented 
from driving. 

At the lime consultants and 
nurses faced excessive work- 
loads and an inadequate range 
of services. More cash has been 
provided - but despite “strenu- 
ous efforts" the trust has been 
unable to appoint an addition- 
al consultant despite funds be- 
ing available. 




The golden age of steam lives on: Martin Prior working on a signal box In his garden in Sutton St Nicholas, Hereford and Worcester, « 4 iere he 
designs, makes and sells life-size replicas of steam-age railway buildings and engines photograph: hod Stratton 
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He had been in hospital four and to change to the law if nee- 
times since 1984 but was dis- essary," a spokesman said. 


charged to the community in 
March 1994 under a plan which 
the inquiry says was “doomed 
to fail" and “naive at best". A 
consultant psychiatrist misun- 
derstood the law and did not 
know that Gadher could be de- 


The DVLA said there was no 
legal requirement on doctors to 
tell them if a patient was con- 
sidered too ill to drive, although 
some doctors did in fact contact 
the agency. A spokeswoman 
said there was a reluctance to in- 
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‘Road-rage’ victim 
rejects publicity 


A man beaten over the head 
with a metal bar because he did 
not say thank you to a driver is 
withholding his identity be- 
cause he did not want to fright- 
en bis three young children. 

The 3 1 -year-old man, from 
Norris Green, Liverpool, faces 
farther surgery as he still can- 
not see in his right eye but doc- 
tors hope be will regain his sighL 

The man bad dropped his 
children at a relative’s home in 
Liverpool and was crossing a 
road at about 6pm on Friday 


time say thanks", and got back 
in his car. The injured man was 
found staggering along the road 




and taken to the Royal Liver- 
pool hospital. He suffered three 


pool hospital. He suffered three 
fractures above his right eye 
socket and had bone removed. 

A police spokesman said yes- 
terday that the pedestrian could 
not see at present because of the 
injury, but medical staff are 
hopeful that he will get sight 
back in the eye. 

“He does not want his name 
released. He said he didn't 
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VhuxhaJl Cavalier slowed to let 
him cross. Its driver waved him 
on but when he was almost 
across he fell a heavy blow to 
his back. 

He turned to see the driver, 
a 6ft tall skinhead in his 20s, at- 
tacking him with a 3ft long 
scaffolding bar. He struck him 
across the right side of his head 
knocking him to the ground. 

The driver told him: “Next 


been assaulted in this way be- 
cause be didn’t want to put fear 
in them," the spokesman added. 

“It is a shame when people 
can’t just cross the road to go 
to a chip shop without being at- 
tacked like this. Road rage is 
quite new and we have had no 
sWlar incidents in the area but 
this is particularly shocking 
when you consider that it was 
unprovoked.” 
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Tben why spend 40% 

more on your international calls? 


■ Wbrfdcall costs about 40% less than BT 
for international calls. 

■ Call anytime, to anywhere fn the world 

■ Pay for wtiat you say; with per second bfflng 
to most countries. 

■ Enjoy high quality digital connections Rom 
your home or business. 

■ Prepay just £25* and get £to free credit. 

■ Ift simple - lust dial WoridcaS fast. - 
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Call now 

0 l 8 l 900 9990 


FREE 
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BAFTA Best News Covera ge 1990 

jSOD 


BAFTAiSfNSs Coverage 1986. BAFTA Best News Coverage ■ 1987 
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i Sunday, ITN won the BAFTA 

1 for News Coverage in 1995. 

wo out of the four nominations 
for ITN reports: News at Ten 

Channel 4 f^ews) . 
he winning coverage in 
cion was Channel 4 News 
:ts on war crimes in former 


It involved in-depth investigative 
journalism, reporting on the Serb 
massacres in Srebrenica, and a 
harrowing interview with a survivor. 

This is the ninth time in ten years 
that we’ve won the award itself. 

So in fact, we are predictable. 

But only because we 
work very hard at it. 


The British Academy Award is based on a design by Mini Cunlife. ■ ■ . 
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United Nations weapons review: Geneva conference to be told of change in policy 


Britain to 
support 

ban on 
land-mines 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

Britain is today expected to 
announce a change in its poli- 
cy on anti-personnel land- 
mines, and to tell the United 
Nations Weapons Convention 
Review Conference which 
opened in Geneva yesterday 
that it will support a world-wide 
ban on their manufacture, ex- 
port and use. 

The move follows indica- 
tions that senior members of the 
United Stales military favour a 
total ban, and studies by the Red 
Cross and other independent 
organisations which cast doubt 
on the military effectiveness of 
anti-personnel mines. 

The first session of the review- 
conference in September 1995 
banned the use and transfer of 
laser weapons specifically de- 
signed to blind people - the first 
time that a specific new kind of 
weapon had been banned since 
1868. It failed to reach a deci- 
sion on anti-personnel mines. 

An estimated 100 million 
anti-personnel mines arc scat- 
tered across the world, and 
they cause an estimated 20.000 
casualties a year, mostly to 
farmers, other civilians and 
children. They also kfll livestock. 
Experts estimate the plague of 
an u- personnel land-mines is 
now hindering development 
and reconstruction in more 
than 35 countries. There are an 
estimated 4 million mines in 
Bosnia, but they have taken 
their heaviest toll in Cambodia. 
In both cases the conflicts in 
which they were laid are now 
over but their scourge remains. 

Until now the British govern- 
ment has supported the view that 
anti-personnel mines remain a le- 
gitimate weapon of war. They 
were intended to protect the larg- 
er anti-tank mines against at- 


Bus firm MPs battle 
wins rail over reform 
franchise of Church 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

The sixth privatised rail fran- 
chise, the Intercity services out 
of St Panoras, was yesterday 
awarded to National Express, 
the bus company which has al- 
ready won the right to run the 
Gatwick Express rail shuttle. 

National Express won a 10- 
year deal with the promise of 
extra services and new trains. 
Although initially it will re- 
ceive more than £ 16.5m in sub- 
sidy - £6.5 m more than 
currently being paid to British 
RaiL by the end of the 10-year 
franchise it has committed itself 
to paying £10m for the right to 
run the services. The franchise 
for Midland Main Line, covers 
services between London Si 
Pancras and Wellingborough. 
Leicester, Loughborough, Not- 
tingham, Derby and Sheffield. 

While not committing itself 
to the existing timetable, Na- 
tional Express says it will “be 
maintaining broadly the cur- 
rent level of service for the first 
three years" and that by 1999. 
once new tr ains had been leased, 
there would be substantial in- 
creases in the timetable. For ex- 
ample, according to Roger 
Salmon, the franchising director, 
there will be “10 more services 
each weekday to and from Der- 
by. 10 each weekday for Not- 
tingham and 22 for Leicester”. 


ANDREW BROWN 

Religious Affaire Correspondent 

The Church of England was 
threatened yesterday with a par- 
liamentary scrutiny of its 
finances and organisation by the 
Commons Soda! Security Com- 
mittee, which is examining 
changes in pensions policy pro- 
posed by the General Synod. 

This apparently arcane top- 
ic has revived tensions between 
the General Synod and a mi- 
nority of MPs passionately in- 
terested in church affairs, 
among them Frank Field, 
Labour MP for Birkenhead 
who chairs the committee. 

Mr Field believes that the 
church should reform itself by 
means of a Bill, which Parlia- 
ment can modify, and not by 
a measure, which is a law that 
Parliament can only accept or 
reject as a whole. 

Philip Mawer, the General 
Synod’s secretary-general, told 
the committee that removing 
the administration of clergy 
pensions from the Church 
Commissioners was necessary if 
the laity were to pay their share. 
The commissioners, who man- 
age the Church of England’s as- 
sets, lost £800m in properly 
speculation in the late Eighties. 

He said a “fundamental shift" 
was taking place in church fund- 
ing, with parishes and dioceses 
taking on more of the burden. 


Child agency given 
boost to its image 



The Child Support Agency 
made “dramatic improve- 
ments” last year, the Govern- 
ment claimed yesterday as it 
launched a new offensive in the 
propaganda battle to turn 
round the agency's disastrous 
image, writes John Bento uL 
Publishing an end-of-ycar 
report which showed that the 
CSA had exceeded three of its 
five key performance targets, 
. . Andrew- Mitchell, a junior so- 
. rial security' minister, claimed 
the agency was "well on its way 
to providing a high-quality’ ser ' 
vice for alf Its clients’*. 

But Malcolm Wicks. 
Labour's spokesman on the 
CSA. said: "They are improv- 
ing from such an abysmally low 


base that it is hardly a triumph 
of good public administration.'' 

The CSA collected or 
arranged £302m of mainte- 
nance payments in Lbe last 
financial year (against a £300m 
target), 79 per cent of which 
were correct to the last penny 
(75 per cent), and 97 per cent 
of payments received, from ab- 
sent parents were passed on to 
the parents looking after chil- 
dren within lOwDriringdaysfSO 
per cent). 

Bui the agency managed to 
process only 48 per cent of new 
applications for maintenance 
wi min six months, as against its 
target of6G per cenL The tiigh- 
ty-critical report wfli be debat- 
ed by'MFs tomorrow. 
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Police reject hill 
rescue pay plan 
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tempts to clear them. Whereas 
anti-tank mines are fairly easy to 
detect and require a heavy 
weight to set them off, am {-per- 
sonnel mines are often made 
from plastic and other unde- 
tectable materials. They are not 
designed to kill outright, but to 
inflict horrible wounds, especially 
to the legs and genitals, which, 
besides crippling the victims, 
overload the medical services. 

However, ~du;»l-use" mines, 
which can destroy vehicles and 
maim and kill, are increasingly 
available. The Red Cross is op- 
posing the definition of unti-per- 
sonncl mines as those “primarily 
designed" to maim or kill peo- 
ple, as this could render any fu- 
ture agreement ambiguous. It 
believes all mines should be de- 
lectable and that “anti-handling 
devices" - booby traps - should 
be prohibited. 

Britain recently faced isolation 
among the more developed 
countries following a statement 
by the Chairman of the US Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. General John 
ShaJikashvili, that he was “in- 
clined to eliminate all anti- 
personnel land-mines". Gener- 
al Norman Schwarzkopf, who 
commanded the victorious Allied 
forces in the 1991 Gulf war. also 
signed an open letter to President 
Bill Clinton supporting a total 
ban. Germany recently re- 
nounced anti-personnel mines as 
a weapon it would use in war. 

British diplomatic sources 
yesterday stressed that the re- 
luctance to sign up to a total ban 
was due to doubts about whether 
it would work. The countries 
which still export anti-personnel 
land-mines - China, India and 
Pakistan - have not signed up to 
any restrictions. Russia has sign 
a three-year moratorium on 
anti-personnel mines which do 
not destroy themselves after a 
given period. 












fjf"*2£ 0 !L pa J rs SergBls Square. Stockholm, representing the victims injured by land-mines every 

month, placed by the Swedish Red Cross on Saturday, the international day of protest against mines Photograph: Reuter 


‘Wouldn’t it 


STEPHEN GOODWIN 

Chief police officers yesterday 
warned an MPs' inquiry into 
mountain rescue services that 
introducing compulsory insur- 
ance could wreck a “perfectly 
good” system for dealing with 
accidents in the Scottish hills. 

A proposal that climbers and 
hill walkers should lake out cov- 
er to pay for their rescue if they 
get lost injured or worse, is one 
of the options being considered 

by the Scottish Affairs Com- 
mittee. 

But according to the Associ- 
ation of Chief Police Officers, 
which gave evidence to the 
MPs in Inverness, compulsory 
insurance could end the present 
system where the brunt of most 
mountain rescues is borne by 
volunteers, many of them 
climbers. 

The police, who have the 
statutory’ responsibility for 
“missing" persons, and the 
mountaineers are at one in be- 
lieving that arrangements which 
are working well in Scotland 
should not be tampered with. 

Last year, there were 34 fa- 
talities* in the Scottish hills 
attributable to climbing or hill- 
walking accidents. This winter 
the toll has been comparative- 
ly iigh t with only seven fatalities. 


but none the less the call for 
compulsory insurance has been 
renewed. 

Bill Walker, a Tbry member 
of the committee, says the user 
should pay for rescues and not 
the taxpayer. Insurance would 
enable the victim to meet a bill 
which could run into thousands 
of pounds if a helicopter was 
used. RAF or Royal Navy he- 
licopters are used in 60 per cent 
of rescues. Keeping an RAF Sea 
King airborne for an hour costs 
an estimated £5,000 but crews 
regard the operations as valu- 
able live training. 

The police chiefs told the 
committee that if insurance 
was introduced "then there is lit- 
tle doubt that the civilian res- 
cue service would cease to exist 
as we know it”. In Scotland, 
there are 900 volunteers 
grouped into 24 civilian teams 
plus two RAF teams. There are 
big question marks over the will- 
ingness of volunteers to co-op- 
erate in a “paid-for" system. 

Finlay Maclennan, the 
deputy chief constable of 
Northern Region, warned the 
MPs that if the burden of car- 
rying out rescues fell on die po- 
lice. forces such as his own 
covering a mountainous 
regjon, could not cope without 
“vast” additional resources. 


be nice if the 

wondrous, 

futuristic. 
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world of the 
Internet was 
just a little less, 
well, virtual?” 


^ Something magical is happening to our 
planet. It s getting smaller, hvery day, more 
people and more information are making the Internet a 
place of incredible opportunity and transformation. 

Suddenly, people just like you have access to potential 
customers, business contacts, partners and competitors in 
every comer of the planet. 

How can you make the most of this opportunity? Well, 
weti like to help. 

We have all of the minds and resources of IBM 
focused on the emerging world of networked computing. 

Over the next few months, we’re going to discuss 
strategies and technologies to help you get from here to 
there. Lets start by talking about whats going on across the 
planet. 

Electronic commerce is becoming a reality thanks to 
improved security and encryption technology like our 
innovative Cryptolopes which ensure that messages are read 
only by the people you want reading them. 

Cybermalls are springmg up everywhere, letting 
companies sell their wares to millions of customers on line, 
without costly premises. 

Instead of gathering dust in a warehouse, products 
are made and shipped to order. 


And what s more, the more enterprise data you can 
bring on line, the wider you can cast your net. 

The managed IBM Global Network is helping 
companies connect. Enterprises are expanding to give 
customers and suppliers piping hot information on prices, 
inventory and delivery schedules. Making them more 
efficient and honing their competitive edge. 

All thanks to one of the worlds largest managed data 
networks with managed access from Rio to Reykjavik and 
848 other cities worldwide. 

By using Lotus Notes over the Internet, people in 
remote locations can work on the same project 
simultaneously, expanding their reach even further. 

If you are eager to take advantage of the Internet, you 
don’t need to be a millionaire. Or a genius. You just need to 
drop by www.ibm.com or call 080U fV75 675 for further 
information highlighting how IBM can help your business 
thrive in a networked world. 

This is just beginning. We have a lot more to share 
with you. Just remember: it’s a small planet. And its yours. 


Solutions for a small planet 
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Italian election: Red flag flies again after 50 years as Olive Tree coalition sees off Berlusconi 


land pledges a new stability 


Victorious left 
promises era 
of co-operation 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome 

“We’ve waited 50 years for this 
moment," clamoured Massi- 
mo D'Alema. leader of Italy’s 
main left-wing party, the PDS. 
The time was lam yesterday and 
an ecstatic centre-left was cel- 
ebrating its landmark general 
election vicloiy in the heart of 
Rome. The crowd roared with 
approval. 

Mr D'Alema's party has trav- 
elled a long way towards the po- 
litical centre since its birth out 
of the ashes of the old Com- 
munist Party six years ago. but 
under the circumstances, he 
could not resist a throwback to 
the old tradition. ■“Finally we 
have brought this symbol into 
government.'' he said, standing 
on the balcony of the party’s hisr- 
tone headquarters on the Via 
deile Boucghc Oscurc and wav- 
ing a hammer-and-sickle flag. 

A crowd began chanting “En- 
rico, Enrico" in memory of En- 
rico Berlinguer. the visionary 
Communist leader of the 1970s 
who spent his life trying un- 
successfully to forge a “historic 
compromise” to bring his par- 
ty to power alongside the Chris- 
tian Democrats. 

What Mr Berlinguer failed to 


achieve during the Cold war, 
however, Mr D’Alema has 
managed in its messy after- 
math. TTie victorious Olive "free 
coalition. linking the PDS with 
a myriad of centrist, Christian 
Democrat and environmental- 
ist groups, is really the historic 
compromise made flesh. 

Mr D'Alema has been its ar- 
chitect. but a moderate eco- 
nomics professor, Romano 
Prodi. has the task of forming 
the next government The Olive 
Tree won an absolute majority 
in the Senate, the upper house 
of parliament and pulled sig- 
nificantly ahead of Silvio 
Berlusconi's Freedom Alliance 
in the Chamber of Deputies. 

In the lower house, however, 
Mr Prodi will have to rely on at 
least the tacit support of one of 
two protest groups - the far-left 
Rifondazione Comunista, with 
which the Olive Tree had an 
electoral pact and the volatile 
Northern League, which out- 
stripped all expectations by gar- 
nering some 1 1 per cent of the 
national vote. 

Despite the fragility of the re- 
sult a wave of euphoria swept 
over Lhe country indicating the 
arrival of something truly new 
in Italian politics. The financial 
markets reacted by marking up 


the value of the much-battered 
lira, and the outgoing prime 
minister, Lambert oDini, an ally 
of Mr Prodi’s, was confident in- 
terest rates would soon fait. 

What was immediately no- 
ticeable was a sharp change in 
tone, from the aggressive, al- 
most paranoid ran tings of Mr 
Berlusconi and his allies in the 
neo-fascist National Alliance, to 
the conciliatory tones of the 
Olive 'free. Apart from his one 
nostalgic reference to the past, 
Mr D’Alema was quick to point 
out that aggression and the de- 
sire for revenge were not part 
of the new political culture. 

Faced with cries of “Let’s put 
Berlusconi in jail}", Mr D’AJe- 
ma retorted: “No - that's the 
way the right behaves, not us." 
Mr Prodi, meanwhile, pledged 
cross-party talks on constitu- 
tional reform to end Italy’s 
chronic instability. 

The Freedom Alliance, by 
contrast, found it extraordi- 
narily difficult to concede de- 
feat. Mr Berlusconi, who has 
scarcely been off the television 
screens for two years, did not re- 
act until last night, when he 
claimed unconvincingly his side 
had in fact won more votes. Ear- 
lier he was reported to have said 
“see you all abroad", perhaps 



Fruits of victory: Romano Podri, leader of the centre-left Olive Tree coalition, is beseiged by the media in Rome 


less of a joke than it sounds giv- 
en his deepening problems with 
anti-corruption magistrates. 

The biggest disappointment 
on the right was for Gianfran- 
co Fini’s reformed neo-fascists, 
who had hoped to reach 20 per 
cent of the vote, putting them 
level or even ahead of Mr 


they wound up with just 15 per 
cent, five points behind Forza. 

The result was particularly 
awkward for Mr FinL who sin- 
gjehandedly provoked the elec- 
tion by pulling out of all-party 
talks on constitutional reform 
in February. Pis push for a pres- 
idential style of government. 


Berlusconi's Forza Italia. But which had made considerable 


headway in the negotiations, is 
now likely to be replaced with 
a less centralised, (ess radical 
kind of reform. 

The first job of the new par- 
liament, which will not convene 
until 9 May. will be to elect 
speakers in the two chambers. 
Only then can formal talks on 
forming a government take 


place, although by then it 
should be reasonably clear what 
shape the new administration 
will take. 

Early indications suggest Mr 
Prodi as prune minister, his 
number two 'Whiter Veltroni as 
deputy, Mr Dini as either trea- 
sury or foreign minister, and the 
anti-Mafia magistrate Luciano 


Photograph: Bruno Moscom 


Violante as justice minister. 
One key job will be the minis- 
ter of posts and telecommuni- 
cations, responsible for 
broadcasting. Mr Berlusconi 
could well lose one or more of 
his three television channels. 

Leading article, page 16 
Comment, page 17 
Hamisb McRae, page 22 
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‘Braveheart’ in League of his own 
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STEREO SATELUTE RECEIVER 
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ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome 

If you want to understand what 
really happened in Italy’s gen- 
eral election, ask Mel Gibson. 
Or rather, marvel at the timing 
with which his film Braveheart 
swept die Oscars last month. His 
tale of William Wallace's revolt 
against the English provided the 
Northern. League, the volatile 
separatist movement that rails 
against the iniquities of rule 
from Rome, with the perfect 
symbol for its poll campaign. 


Having been written off as a 
spent force, they were back 
yesterday with more than 10 per 
cent of the vote and 59 seats in 
the Chamber of Deputies - 
twice as many as they had 
dreamed of capturing. 

The man with the power to 
make or break Romano Prodi’s 
incipient centre-left govern- 
ment is the League’s quixotic 
leader, Umberto “Braveheart” 
Bossi, 54, who thrives on his un- 
kempt appearance and thuggjsh 
manner. He has been the thorn 
in the establishment’s side for 


years, playing a big role toppling 
the old governing parties in the 
early 1990s and, two years ago, 
joining and toppling the con- 
servative coalition government 
headed by Silvio Berlusconi 
Quite what he stands for is 
not clear. Ostensibly, he wants 
to split the affluent north from 
the rest of the country and set 
up an independent republic. But 
Mr Bossi is too intelligent to 
take full separatism entirely 
seriously. Certainly he wants 
to diminish the corrupt and 
inefficient influence of Rome. 


His real interest though is to 
shake up the establishment and 
make sure it does not settle into 
its lazy old ways. He is a one- 
man vanguard of the revolution, 
and a consummate political 
strategist. As such, he has at- 
tracted a massive protest vote, 
especially in the north, where 
disillusion with Mr Berlusconi 
runs high and the centre-left is 
viewed with suspicion. “We 
won’t be in parliament just as 
benevolent onlookers," Mr 
Bossi said yesterday. “We in the 
League are fighters.” 




v"- 1 . 




vir.f 


ou. 


' *•* > Va : ■ 

‘ Y !! '■* •• 

* ® •■■i: ICilkA. f'i , 


.. .. s v* *: 


to.. 


'MA ’>/*%' 


w r /S /<*» ?> 

\CV/X/^ 


/4a?# 

§5^ 


* loam of 



30 day 

money back 


n t : i 


from Sky 

^yDuYenot twiy ln M y 
30 days, you «i receive the cost of yaw 
cfch,nstBiatk«iand sJjscf^tion back 
28 April Leeds v Newcastle UU 

Mai UUv Notts Forest 29 April 

See your local retailer for full details. http://wwwjKi.co.uk 



V\ ^ ^ 

. V\ 

You 11 sec in ff 
che table above 
how our lowest rate 
ever"* compares ro chose 


W -is 
1 n,0n d»i 1 . 

*%07 / 


I Total 
I ^ounr 
1 fyafcfe 


VN. / ' J f9 ' 92a<54 

SSe* Mm- tr-, 

£ltk . 

competitors. ‘o r I 




KOTintHWCMCKl 


of some of our competitors. 

With Hamilton Direct Bank, a 
division of HFC Bank pic, you can j 

take our an unsecured Personal Loan for 
any amount from £500 to £10,000 for absolutely 
any reasonf. For example, buying a new car, paying 
off your credit cards or building a new kitchen. 
So why not take advantage of our attractive 
fixed rates: 


on unsecured Personal Loans from £5.000 to £10,000. 


on uns ecured w>9. We have t he money to fen." 

REEPHQNE :0800' 30 

• ■*;:.* i t' -V-;' ■ Quoting 90W400 : .- T 


&,5 6 y: 


jmt 

1Z5% 


HAMILTON 

‘Street Bank 

UPC Bank ptc 


■won ineiiiMcnn ~ncn yuiMuim uabstnutai to twui Mcoc CtwwW « 9>v soon 5 for o «ure»uai O «w# smoc e £;*??(* cunenl 0"£«i w &a CIO «a tonwifen 1 eo M*aw «««. 

imijiiTicr. ciiM.u>y MDiniti oe'*ti 0»w iswt OdiOM Mschb«o< liwt hsuocMB#- Mrsiwn nuot * 18 ,coner vac*-.: to S dn. U HDgunnocctsi'sutiKM Mvn.n«n 

OdjymatWJCCnril di 'Uiw* ojf "^6 As> nvsee, <ct 


MM 



There's a -great 
deal going ■'dir - 


• * i-v . if JV'. - v;’’-V v ". : ’ Quwing 99^400 : 


345 BRANCHES NATIONWIDE TEL 0181-200 0200 FOR YOUR NEAREST BRANCH 


**FoipjncrJyj«iUbU P«K»ul L«hik f LojmfniUuii>c\niriinirJi4icpiiip, J ^ : i a j re , t ) u J^ n a . ‘ ' 

h written quvMriM <*t our cmlii lernn u j‘nUWe »n n^iir^i All l..jn, jic „,| 1|eu „, ^, tU4 Yrtu mlJH ^ n " ,n Jwubhle in the life a r M 

TIk minimum kem is L5*». For vixir seuinty ind imnimc >mr wrvicu- 1<. j « >"w and u, t . 




Hunilnm Diwt Bjnk A dnuiun 1/ HFC tank pfe. jn jurlinn-^d 


, — — ‘can ot ■«, a n J . \ 

t«o.d .* mm (A nwfe of j 

»no tr. mi Hamilton Bank. 


Rrcistoed Office. North iiwi. Winklicfel. W'nutuw. Hetk-.hite SLd 4 TT » **^** ,n ul *Je» 'he Wjnkfne Ao llg- 

1 ■ Vml m HtigLm] K«. 1 lirv ;. 











itille. 




T r. : * 

V Si! 

k aie « to 

‘a 

















Q r- 

■ iCi* * . 

; ,/s tabii 




ity , 



- J "“-'t psak 

.. '.r,; DL Pa?fr 

-\i- pajf n 


•;IS own 


4 l t 0 A N S 


1 0 ~ 

J'U 


t mi vver 


ou. 


THE INDEPENDENT • TUESDAY 23 APRIL 1996 


t W?» 

wc«i 

M* 


A t * ' - 


Ai 

international 


Aftermath of Qana massacre: The Israeli attack has undermined Clinton’s initiative at Sharm el-Sheikh to tackle “terrorism’ 


IP 


US faces long 
haul to peace 
in Middle East 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

A cruel American cartoon 
shows two ageing US diplomats 
silling on a park bench in Wash- 
ington, studying a newspaper 
filled with news of the war in 
Lebanon. One of the Slate De- 
partment veterans shakes hit. 
head sadly and says: “It 
wouldn't have happened if 
Warren Christopher was alive." 

Mr Christopher, the US Sec- 
retary oF Slate, may prove the 
cynics wrong in ihe next few 
days by winning a ceasefire in 
Lebanon, but it is an uphill job. 
“We think we have a chance of 
pulling a deal together this 
week." said Nicholas Bums, 
the State Department spokes- 
man in Damascus yesterday, as 
Mr Christopher met President 
Hafez aJ -Assad. “Success is not 
assured. We'll stay as long as it 
is useful." 

It is Mr Christopher’s 19th 
Lime in Syria since be took of- 
fice and it is by far his most im- 
portant visit. There is more at 
stake here than an end to the 
fighting in Lebanon. In under 
two weeks Israel's Operation 
Grapes of Wrath, backed by the 
US until the Qana massacre, has 
put at risk the main American 
policy aims in the Middle Hast. 

And it ail happened so 
quickly. Only last month the US 
seemed to be at the peak of its 
influence in the region. In the 
wake of the suicide bombs in Is- 
rael in March President Bill 
Clinton assembled 27 world 
leaders in Sharm el-Sheikh in 
Egypt, including leaders from 
the Arab world, to attend a con- 
ference to show iheir solidarity 
with Israel. Few would have at- 
tended without US prompting. 

All this is at risk because of 
Grapes of Wrath and the rain of 
explosives on south Lebanon. 
Yevgeny Primakov, the Russian 
Foreign Minister, at a rancorous 
meeting with Shimon Peres, the 
Israeli Prime Minister, told him: 
“Your attacks in Lebanon are 
without proportion to Hizbollah 
activity and, in the end, you have 
hardly killed any Hizbollah 
members, but have killed hun- 
dreds of civilians. If you sought 
to convene the Sharm el-Sheikh 
conference today, the beads of 
state would not come.” 

The damage to US policy is 
even deeper than that. Grapes 
of Wrath has poisoned the po- 
litical atmosphere in the Middle 
Hast as a whole. Initial Ameri- 
can endorsement of the opera- 
tion is damaging the “peace 
process" by which hostility be- 


tween Israel and the Arabs 
would be defused in a Middle 
East which is largely under the 
hegemony of the US since the 
end of the Gulf war in 1991. 

Syria and its ally Iran did not 
go to Shann el-Sheikh but they 
appeared isolated in their 
opposition. No longer. The 
Syrian newspapers yesterday 
showed President Assad meet- 
ing five foreign ministers in 
one day. Iran also showed signs 
of breaking out of the isolation 
which the US is trying to impose 
on it. Ali Akhar Vclayati, 
the Iranian Foreign Minister, 
held talks in Damascus with Mr 
Primakov and Herve dc 
Charette. the French Foreign 
Minister. 

Worse, from the US point of 
view, none of this is helping Mr 
Percs win ihe election on 29 
May - a central aim of President 


Luxembouig (AP) — The 
European .Union yesterday 
endorsed both the , French 
and US plans to end fight- 
ing between Israel and 
Hizbollah guerrillas in south 
Lebanon. 

• ‘Theaimoftiieseeffbrfe 
must be to obtain, with-ari. 

. immediate halt to hostilities 
arid acts /of violence, :thc 
elaboration of / a lasting 
agreement between*' Israel 
and theHbboKahguefTlI^ 
EU ministers said. > ' •- ,Vt. : 
'They .also stijcif by their 
' '‘critical dialogue? uwthJran, 
ignoring US, appeals to.iso- 
jafe Tehran; ..•••■•, ; - • , : . 

Clinton. Sharm el-Sheikh was 
aimed at fostering the political 
survival of Mr Peres after the 
suicide bombs. But the latest 
polls show that Grapes of Wrath 
is not helping the prime minis- 
ter. His lead over Binyamin Ne- 
tanyahu, his rival for the prime 
minister's office, is only 5 per 
cent Many Israeli -Arabs, one of 
Labour's key constituencies, 
say they will abstain. 

In a sense Mr Clinton gave 
a warning at Sharm el-Sheikh 
about what was gob® to happen. 
He pledged support for Israel 
in combating ihe “terrorists" of 
Hamas, Islamic Jihad and 
Hizbollah- Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad are Palestinian move- 
ments which carried out the sui- 
cide bomb attacks in Jerusalem, 
Ashkelon and Tel Aviv. But 
Hizbollah is purely Lebanese. 
It carried out some successful 
ambushes in the last month and 


has killed 77 Israeli soldiers in 
the last three years. Israeli ca- 
sualties had not increased 
markedly in recent months. 

In the wake of Sharm el- 
Sheikh, Israel and the US ap- 
peared intent on teaching Syria 
a lesson. Viewed from Damas- 
cus, Operation Grapes of Wrath 
may appear to be the latest in a 
senes of hostile moves by Wash- 
ington and Tel Aviv. In the last 
six months Jordan has turned 
against its old friends in Iraq and 
has successfully cultivated Israel 
and the US. Equally menacing 
for Syria is the military agree- 
ment signed by Israel with 
Turkey, allowing Israeli aircraft 
to train in Turkish airspace. 

Fearing encirclement by al- 
lies of Israel and the US, Syria 
is unlikely to stand down the 
3,000 guerrillas of Hizbollah in 
south Lebanon. The ability to 
end the skirmishing in the Israeli 
occupation is a card so valuable 
that Damascus will cash it in as 
part of a final peace agreement 
with Israel. 

Despite the massive de- 
struction inflicted by Grapes of 
Wrath. Israeli military intelli- 
gence admits that the guerril- 
las have suffered little, and 
were never likely to do so un- 
less Israel had launched a 
ground offensive. 

It may be that Sharm el- 
Sheikh created a lethal hubris 
in Israel and the US. Only this 
explains why they re-entered the 
Lebanese political swamp on 11 
April, despite their experiences 
in the 1980s. When Mr Christo- 

S ber arrived in Damascus on 
aturday he spoke of a quick 
ceasefire. It has not happened. 
The problem is that the cam- 
paign launched by Mr Peres has 
already failed. The Katyusha 
rockets that he promised to stop 
are still falling. But he dare not 
admit failure because this might 
lose him the election. 

Only the US can now save Mr 
Peres. Iran, Syria and Hizbol- 
lah know that every day Grapes 
of Wrath continues it damages 
Israel and the US more than 
them. They also have cards still 
to play. Hizbollah has not yet 
made ground attacks which will 
cause casualties among Israeli 
forces. Another Qana massacre 
is possible. Underestimating 
the political effect of Grapes of 
Wrath may turn out to be the 
worst miscalculation by the US 
in the Middle East since the 
American ambassador to Iraq 
went on holiday a few days be- 
fore Saddam Hussein invaded 
KuwaiL 
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Nation in mourning; Traffic stops in Beirut as a man and his son observe the minute’s silence for those killed in Israeli attacks Photograph: AP 

Hizbollah profits from nation’s fury 


lb understand how the 
Lebanese felt, you only had to 
watch (he car which drove down 
Baalbek Street yesterday with 
four large yellow and green 
Hizbollah flags - complete with 
the word “Allah" and a hand 
holding a Kalashnikov rifle - 
flapping above h from make- 
shift flagpoles. 

On the bonnet and boot, 
there were two equally large 
glass boxes half filled with pa- 
per currency. “Give for the Is- 
lamic Resistance”, was 
band-written on the side. And 
out of shops and houses, men 
and women - well-dressed, 
many of them middle class and 
very definitely not religious fa- 
natics - walked, unsmiling,, to 
put money in the boxes. 

Never before have such 
scenes been witnessed on the 
streets of Beirut Previously 
despised by many Lebanese - 
especially those who are not of 
the Shia Muslim faith - the 
Hizbollah has, thanks to Israel, 
suddenly come of age. The 
Israeli offensive against civilians 
- which continued yesterday 
when an Israeli gunboat fired at 
an ambulance on the coastal 
highway north of Sidon, caus- 
ing the driver to lose control and 
badly injure a pedestrian - has 
united Muslims and Christians 
in almost unprecedented fury. 

In both Muslim and Christ- 



Lebanese Muslims and Christians 
are at one with guerrillas against 
Israel and US, reports Robert Fisk 


ian areas of Beirut, the 
Lebanese have tied black rib- 
bons to their car radio aerials 
in memory of the 1 10 civilians 
slaughtered by the Israelis in the 
UN compound at Qana. Out- 
side mosques, clerics have past- 
ed newspaper photographs of 
the bloodbath and prayers for 
the dead. A national day of 
mourning yesterday closed 
down shops, banks and gov- 
ernment buildings across the 
country while at midday, many 
Lebanese observed a minute’s 
silence in memory of the 200 or 
so civilians killed by the Israelis. 

They include, of course, not 
only the men. women and chil- 
dren of Qana but a four-day-old 
baby killed with 1 1 members of 
her family by an Israeli heli- 
copter attack on her home in 
Nabatea, three children and 
two women in an ambulance 
that was deliberately targeted by 
another Israeli helicopter pQot 
in southern Lebanon, a two- 
year-old girl decapitated by an 


Israeli missile in Beirut and 
three sisters cut down by Israeli 
shells in the southern Bekaa. 
Only eight Hizbollah guerrillas 
are believed to have died. 

Nor has ihe Christian com- 
munity - traditionally friendly 
to the West and once allies of 
the Israelis - been spared. An 
elderly Christian Maronite was 
killed when an Israeli air raid 
inexplicably struck his totally 
Christian village in the Beka3, 
while two Christian Maronite 
Lebanese army soldiers were 
killed by an Israeli helicopter 
pilot in southern Lebanon. The 
soldiers were driving near nb- 
nin when their car was chased 
by the helicopter. The two men 
jumped from their vehicle, wav- 
ing their arms and pointing to 
their US-made uniforms, then 
ran into a house for protection. 
The Israeli pilot then fired a 
laser-guided missile into the 
building, killing them both. 

Almost equally shocking for 
the Christian community was 


the sabotage attack by the Is- 
raelis on two of Lebanon's 
main power stations, both in 
Christian Maronite areas where 
no Hizbollah would ever dare 
to visit. The power cuts - the 
country now only receives six 
hours of electricity a day - af- 
fect Muslims and Christians 
equally. It was only because of 
a Lebanese government prohi- 
bition that Christian students 
dressed in black were prevent- 
ed from staging a demonstration 
outside the US embassy in east 
Beirut to mark “the end of the 
New WorJd Order". 

Not a Lebanese believes that 
the Qana massacre was an ac- 
cident. “I used to hate the 
Hizbollah." a student of hotel 
management told me yesterday, 
his voice steadily rising in anger. 
“But now I admire them. They 
are the only guys with the guts 
to stand up to the Israelis and 
keep shooting. Not even the 
Palestinians did that. They say 
that Peres had to do Lhis in or- 


der to win the election. And the 
Americans say there wfll only be 
a Middle East peace if Peres 
wins the election. So you mean 
all this is for peace? You mean 
that Peres has to slaughter all 
these people to win the election 
and save peace? We Lebanese 
have to die for your peace." 

Alone in its optimism, the op- 
posit ion newspaper Al Dtyar 
predicted that the birth of a new 
and united Lebanon would fol- 
low the latest Israeli onslaught 
“The [Israeli] strike is targeting 
all of Lebanon," the paper said. 

. . No better show of nation- 
al unity have we ever witnessed.” 
But other papers emphasised 
the supine response of other 
Arab nations and the failure of 
the US to condemn the savagely 
of the Israeli attacks. 

In the streets of Beirut, West- 
erners - even those who have 
lived here many years - are re- 
ceiving the kind of quizzical sus- 
picious glances from old 
acquaintances and scarcely sup- 
pressed hostility from strangers 
that symbolises the depth of an- 
imosity again growing towards 
the West Newspaper cartoons 
invariably link America with Is- 
rael’s onslaught. One of them 
showed Mr Peres harvesting the 
“Grapes of Wrath" after which 
the current operation is so 
shamefully named. Each grape 
is a human skull. 


Artillery bombardment ‘defied orders’ 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

Israeli artillery which shelled the 
UN base at Qana in southern 
Lebanon, killing 1 10 Lebanese 
refugees, ignored the “safety 
ring" marked around UN bases, 
in defiance of standing orders, 
the Independent has learned. 

The Israeli guns were firing 
at near-maximum range - 10 
miles - and firing over the UN 
base at Hizbollah rocket 
launchers 300 yards to the 
north. At that range, Israeli 
sources said, the natural dis- 
persion of shells in an elliptical 
pattern along the line of fire led 
some to fall short 

The UN military adviser to 
the Secretary-General Gener- 
al Frank van Kappen, arrived in 
Beirut on Friday, the day after 
the Q ana ch^Timg , to conduct an 
investigation into the attack. He 
will also visit Jerusalem before 
submitting his report. 


How Israel shelled Qana 



The UN said yesterday that 
six 155mm shells landed with- 
in the UN base. Between 50 and 
70 shells landed in the Qana 
area during that day.. 

Israeli sources denied sug- 
gestions that the attack on the 
UN base was deliberate. Al- 
though both the UN and the Is- 
raeli Defence Forces have not 
yet completed formal investi- 
gations, it now looks Hkeiy that 


the artillery commander on the 
spot will be blamed for ignor- 
ing the safety margin around the 
known Fijian UN base at Qana 
and firing too hastily on the po- 
sition mom which Hizbollah 
had fired a number of BM-21 
rockets. 

It now seems clear that the 
Israelis fired as quickly as pos- 
sible, to hit the Hizbollah gun- 
ners before they could escape. 


and did not fire ranging shots. 
Had the Hizbollah position 
been to one side of of the UN 
base, relative (o the position of 
the guns, there might not have 
been a problem. However, the 
UN said the Hizbollah position 
was directly north of the UN 
base, only 300 yards away. 

The M109A1 self-propelled 
howitzers used by the Israelis 
have a maximum range of about 
18km. and were, according to Is- 
raeli sources, firing from 15km 
or 16 km. At that range, the 
shells will spread across a “beat- 
en zone" along the line of fire. 
Some will land short or beyond 
the target. 

Had the Israelis observed 
the “safety ring", they would not 
have risked some of the shells 
falling into the UN base. It ap- 
pears that on this occasion a lo- 
cal commander may have 
ignored the standing orders 
which have a “safety ring” 
around each known UN site. 


The UN has had troops in the 
Qana base for 18 years. 

According to UN sources in 
Lebanon, the Israeli shells were 
fitted with M732 radar fuses, 
which detonate them at 7m off 
the ground, the most lethal 
possible height, blasting frag- 
ments downwards to amputate, 
maim and kill. 

The Israelis were using a 
US-built radar system, “Fire- 
finder", to detect and plot the 
launch of the HsbolJah rockets. 
The radar will plot the position 
to within a ten-figure grid ref- 
erence. This is then keyed into 
the fire control computer, which 
will produce settings for each of 
the guns distributed around 
the firing positions, so that 
their fire anil converge on the 
target. However, at near- 
maximum range there will still 
be some dispersion. The Israeli 
sources also suggested the co- 
ordinates may not have been 
transcribed accurately. 
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Satellites to fight South 
African ‘carjackers’ 


Crowd trouble in Bosnia 


Johannesburg (Reuter) — A hi- 
leeh satellite tracking system 

used to recover stolen cars is be- 
ing introduced in the country 
that needs it most - violent 
crime-ridden. South Africa, 
police said yesterday, _ 

-This is the clearest indica- 
tion by the state of its commit- 
ment to eradicate hijacking and 
motor theft using the latest 
and most effective technology 
available," the security minister 
Sydnev Mufamadi said. 

A hidden device on the car 
can be located by satellite once 
the owner has reported the 
theft to the police. The use of 
the new technology m the us 
and ebewhere has radically un- 
proved the recovery rate or 
stolen vehicles. 


South African motorists live 
in fear of the car hijacker, who 
can strike at city-centre traffic 
lights, out in the country or at 
the electric gates to their often 
burgled homes. 

Usually, armed gangs force 
foe driver to hand overthe stiD- 
runmng car. FbTgcxxl measure, ! 
they often shoot foe victim. 

Previous innovations to make 
cars more hijack-proof, such as 
imruobiliseTS that make the-en- 
^e cufout aftera few minutes 
if the car has not been started 
•with the proper procedure, 
have only made the ordeal of 
hijacking more horrific. 

The crimmals now often take, 
the driver with them until they 
are sure they know all about the 
car’-s security systems. ; ^ - 


Banja Luka (Reuter) — Rival 
factions in Bosnia are encour- 



m which crowds of refugees try 
to cross trace tines to reach their 
former homes, UN workers 
and Nato officers said yesterday. 

Both Serb and Musfim-Groat 
power-brokers were promot- 
ing incidents involving embit- 
tered civ ilians for their own 
political ends, Nato officers 
said, despite a serious risk the 
events could taut blood)'. 

Peacekeeping soldiers fired 
into the air and deployed troops 
between angiy crowds at Doboj 
on Sunday in ihe latest incident 
in which refugees have massed 
at post-war boundary fines be- 
tween Serb territory and the 
Moslem-Croaf federation. 
“This is how the war started - 
people mardringand setting up 


barricades.” a Danish officer in 
the Nato-Ied I-Fbr force said. 

Nato officials in Sarajevo 
warned foe primary responsi- 
bility for dealing with such con- 
frontations lies with local civil 
authorities. “We dearly under- 
stand and support foe right of 
individuals to return to their 
pre-war homes and to visit fam- 
ily graves," a Nato spokesman. 
Major Simon Haselock, said 
“[But] we are concerned by 
what seems to be a cynical at- 
tempt to manipulate the legit- 
imate concerns of people about 
their property and homesteads 
for narrow, local ends. We are 
not going to become a rent-a- 
. crowd-control organisation." 

In most of the demonstra- 
tions, Bosnian Muslim author- 
ities - including police in civilian 
clothes - have led refugees to- 


wards towns from which they 
were expelled in foe war. Serb 
authorities have replied by or- 
ganising protests stopping Mus- 
lim refugees entering Serb 
territory, say relief workers. 

The confrontations give 
Bosian Serb leaders an excuse 
to strengthen police powers 
and rally support against a 
“common enemy". 

Leaders of the Muslim-Croat 
federation are promoting the 
demonstrations dting the Day- 
ton peace agreement which 
guarantees repatriation and 
freedom of movement across 
Bosnia, However, internation- 
al relief workers say the ruling 
Party of Democratic Action is 
keen to stage the marches be- 
cause they also drum up support 
among refugees angered by the 
loss of homes. 
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THE WAR AT THE 
END OF THE WORLD 


When Graham Greene visited 
Liberia in 1934. he was confused 
by the seemingly impenetrable 
political scene. “It will be seen," 
he wrote, “that Liberian politics 
are complicated” The last six 
years of civil war in this small 
sub- tropical country have cer- 
tainly been complicated. The 
five different factions, three 
transitional governments and 13 
peace agreements have made it. 
for many, too complicated even 
to try understand. 

But the causes matter, be- 
cause Liberia's descent into 
chaos is not accidental. The col- 
lapse into economic warfare and 
factional Gghting for political 
control can at least partly be 
attributed to the hostility of 
the VS and Nigeria to Charles 
Taylor. 

ft started on Christmas Eve 
1989, when Charles Taylor en- 
tered Liberia in the last of the 
many attempts to end the au- 
tocratic rule of President 
Samuel Doe. In just six months. 
Taylor's forces, swelled by sup- 
port from those targeted by 
Doe's brutal regime, had 
reached Monrovia, with the 
national army, the AFL. stag- 
ing a strategic retreat. The war 
lasted only 10 months, and the 
ceasefire - negotiated in No- 
vember 1990 - held for two 
years between Taylor’s NPFL 
and Ecomog, the West African 
peacekeeping force. 

Taylor controlled all of 
Liberia outside Monrovia, and, 
in the capital, an interim 
government ruled, with securi- 
ty provided by Ecomog. The 
country was divided, and a po- 
litical stalemate precluded any 
early hopes of disarm ament. 

During this time, Taylor built 
up both a viable economy in 


In the second of our series, Philippa Atkinson examines the effects of outside interference 


Conflict 
heightened 
by Western 
meddling 


Greater Liberia and popular 
support. The war had been 
marked by horrific violence, 
with groups associated with 
Doe's government being subject 
to summary and mass execu- 
tions. But by early 1991 the vi- 
olence was under control, and 
no new refugee flows occurred 
during this period. 

The economy was supported 
by exports of rubber and logs 
from the mam port of 
Buchanan. Taylor studied eco- 
nomics in the US and this ed- 
ucation was perhaps reflected 
in his policies, which called on 
foreign concessions to pay 
wages in US dollars and taxes 
in kind. One company was 
asked to provide passenger bus- 
es for the Gbarnga-Kakata 
route, while the largest logging 
company in Buchanan provid- 
ed electricity for the city. 

The importance of Taylor's 
policies and the stability of his 
rule in Greater Liberia have 
only been recognised in retro- 
spect At the time, the US gov- 
ernment, worried a bout Taylor’s 
links with Libya, allied itself with 
the Nigerian component of 
Ecomog and its attempts to 
weaken Taylor's control. 

Neither country was willing 
to let Thylor take over - the 
Nigerians because the then 
President Babangida had been 
a close associate and relative of 
Doe. While diplomatic and aid 
officials in Liberia now discuss 
Taylor's charisma, his consis- 
tency and his economics degree, 
back then the talk was of the 
atrocities committed by his 
fighters, his cocaine habit and 
his megalomania. 

Ecomog is widely acknowl- 
edged to have conducted a 
covert campaign against Taylor 
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Worldly goods: A family carry abandoned furniture home yesterday after two weeks marooned in a barracks in Monrovia Photograph: AFP 


during the ceasefire, through its 
support and funding of Uumo, 
a new rebel army set up among 
Krahn and Mandingo refugees. 
These groups, leading political 
and business players under 
Doe. had been forced to flee for 
their lives in 1990, but. having 
amassed both contacts and 
wealth regrouped in Sierra 
Leone and Guinea. 

By mid-1992 LUimo were, 
with the help of Ecomog, dri- 
ving Taylor’s NPFL out of the 
diamond-rich areas of western 
Liberia. Refugees fleeing this 
area to Monrovia reported see- 
ing Ulirao troops wearing Eco- 
mog uniforms. Western Liberia 
has been controlled ever since 
by Ulimo and Ecomog, and the 


latest problems in Monrovia 
were partly sparked by in- 
fighting in January between 
Ecomog and Ulimo-J (the 
Krahn faction) over diamond 
mines near Tubman berg. 

During 1992, Ecomog was 
deployed around the country in 
accordance with the first peace 
agreement, the Yamoussoukro 
Accords. But Taylor refused to 
disarm to a non-neutral force, 
calling continuously for a small 
UN presence. In November 
1992, he finally attacked Mon- 
rovia. “Operation Octopus'* 
was strongly resisted by Eco- 
mog, which bombed civilian 
areas to repel the NPFL attacks. 
Ecomog formed an open coali- 
tion with Ulimo and rearmed 


the AFL. Its actions, including 
direct attacks on an aid ware- 
house and convoy, were given 
the full backing of the UN 
Security Council in March 1993, 
when Boutros Boutros-Ghali 
praised the regional approach 
to conflict resolution. 

The proliferation of war- 
lords has made it much harder 
to resolve the conflict. Taylors 
hands are not clean, and his mo- 
tives may not be pure, but he 
alone has demonstrated a ca- 
pability of creating some order. 
As one Liberian put it: “Why 
didn't you guys just let Tkylor 
take over from the start - let 
him take what he’s gonna get 
anyway, and save us five years 
of suffering." 


Fear of cholera epidemic 
as the clean-up begins 


Monrovia (Reuter) - A huge 
clean-up began yesterday after 
two weeks of fighting with 
health workers battling to 
contain outbreaks of disease. 

All over the city people came 
out to help. A group of boys 
piled rubbish around a decom- 
posed body wearing a motor- 
cycle helmet, ready to burn it 

With the fighting over, epi- 
demics pose the main threat. 
Thousands displaced by the 
fighting lack dean drinking wa- 
ter and makeshift dimes are 


treating hundreds of suspected 
cases of cholera. 

A team of US diplomats was 
due in Monrovia to join efforts 
to ensure that the ceasefire 
leads to a lasting peace. 

Wfest African Ecomog peace- 
keepers have been deployed 
around the city's main army bar- 
racks, where thousands of peo- 
ple were trapped by the fighting. 

Washington has promised 
$30m of equipment training 
and aid to Ecomog if it plays a 
“neutral and effective role". 


Prosecutor drops spy case against former Polish PM 


Warsaw (Reuter) - The prose- 
cutor investigating allegations 
that the former prime minister 
JozefOlekty spied for Moscow 
said yesterday he would no! pro- 
ceed with the case, as the evi- 
dence was inadequate. “I 
decided to drop this case," Sla- 
womir Gorzkiewtcz, a military 
prosecutor, said. 

Mr Oleksy has consistently 
denied the allegations, levelled 
by Poland's security service and 


announced to parliament in 
December by the outgoing in- 
terior minister, Andrzej Mil- 
czanowslri. who said the security 
service (UOP) bad evidence Mr 
Oleksy knowingly informed for 
foreign intelligence since before 
the 1989 fall of Communism 
until last year, when he was 
speaker of parliament. It later 
emerged Mr Milczanowski 
meant Soviet and Russian spies. 

Mr Oleksy, once a senior 


Communist, quit 3S prime min- 
ister when the prosecutors 
launched a three-month inves- 
tigation on 24 January, which 
they had to complete this week. 

The furore shook the ruling 
coalition of Mr Oleksy’s ex- 
Communist Democratic Left 
Alliance (SLD) and the Polish 
Peasant party, which only after 
tough negotiations formed a 
reshuffled cabinet under the 
SLD’s Wlodzimierz Cimosze- 


wicz. The affair broke just be- 
fore the former president Lech 
Walesa, once the Solidarity 
union leader, handed over to his 
ex-Communj5t opponent Akk- 
sander Kwasniewski, who had 
narrowly beateo him in No- 
vember elections. 

Mr Oleksy dubbed the alle- 
gations a “filthy provocation" 
by pro-Walesa UOP officers, ad- 
mitting only to an innocent ac- 
quaintance with Vladimir 


Alganov, a Warsaw-based Mos- 
cow diplomat, who later proved 
to be an inteUjgence officer. He 
and his successor at Russia's 
Warsaw embassy were also 
named in the prosecutors in- 
vestigation, but MrGorzkiewjcz 
said no action would be taken 
against them either. 

Parliamentary elections are 
due next year and Walesa is try- 
ing to rally the centre-right op- 
position for a comeback. He 


attributed the outcome of the 
inquiry to expediency by the ex- 
Communists. “Tire political op- 
tion in power was unable to do 
anything else with such an im- 
portant problem. We will return 
to this matter after the parlia- 
mentary elections." 

The SLD’s core Social De- 
mocratic (SdRP) party made 
Mr Oleksy its leader after his 
resignation in a show of soli- 
darity and confidence in his in- 


nocence. He refused to com- 
ment yesterday but the decision 
was clearly a relief. 

The SdRP deputy leader, Iz- 
abella Sierabowska, said that the 
party would push for Mr Mil- 
czanowski and others involved 
in bringing the allegations to be 
tried before a special state tri- 
bunal “I think that in the near- 
est future. . . those who are 
guilty should be punished, " she 
said. 
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Tornado kids two 

Fort Smith - A tornado that 
ripped through this west 
Aricuosas city blew d^ severai 
buildings and homes and krned 
“chifdrcn. Alleast, 0p«)- 

ole were injured and ten 

toZlcl it did most ofits 
damage along the main street 
of the city of 73.(XW. at 

Sittiole on trial 

Harare - The veteran Zim- 
babwean opposition leader Nd- 
abaningi Sitholc goes on trial 
today, charged with Pining to 
kill President Robert Mugabe 
and attempting to overthrow bis 
government. heuter 

Jaffna ‘cut off’ 

Colombo - Sri Lankan forces 
that have been thrusting deep 

into Tamil Tiger rebel territo- 
ry in a pincer movement had cut 
off the northern Jaffna penin- 
sula from the mainland, trap- 
ping rebels and residents, an 
army officer said. Reuter 

Africa's ‘PC excuse’ 

London — Most Africans un- 
derplayed the role of incom- 
petent leadership, economic 
mis management and corrup- 
tion in their continent's prob- 
lems “in the name of political 
correctness," Mokhcthi 

Moshoeshoe, of ihe South 
African Development Re- 
sources Centre, in Johannes- 
burg, said. AP 

Delicate mission 

Paris - France kept a discreet 
veil over a rare visit by Presi- 
dent Mobutu Sese Seko of 
Zaire, expected in Paris this 
week. Officials said it was pri- 
vate and would not comment 
on a report that he may meet 
President Jacques Chirac. 
Reuter 

Liner casts off 

Cairo - The luxury liner Royal 
l r iking Sun left the Egyptian 
port of Sharm el-Sheikh after 
insurers gave Egypt a $23 .5m 
letter of guarantee covering 
claims for damage to a coral 
reef it hit Reuter 

Dissident charged 

Peking - Li Hai, 41, a Chinese 
dissident and student active in 
the 1989 pro-democracy move- 
ment, was arrested and charged 
with leaking state secrets, his 
mother said. He was accused 
of leaking state secrets, a crime 
for which he may face several 
years in prison. Reuter 

Monk jailed 

Peking - Hang Meisheng. a 
Chinese monk, was sentenced 
to seven years' jail for selling 
fake entry tickets to his Great 
Brightness Temple in the east- 
ern city of Yangzhou. Renter 
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This week and 
every week, 

Section Two has a 
new look, with more 
pages, new features, 
a daily radio column 
and an expanded 
listings section 
providing Britain’s 
most comprehensive 
daily guide to going 
out. 


in 


Monday 



A new regular section, Family Life, that deals with the 
interests and problems of parents and children. Julie 
Myerson’s column also focuses on home life 
Plus: a new series - Do we need? - which challenges 
the icons of modem Britain 
And, every, Monday unrivalled coverage of the 
expanding world of information technology in our 
Network pull-out section. 


Tuesday 


Health: how wearing a virtual reality helmet could help 
cure phobias and other psychological problems. 

Plus: flaky naiis are not simply a problem for the vain 


Wednesday 


Bridget Jones’s diary continues to chronicle the 
encounters and exquisite embarrassments in the life 
of Britain’s most-read spinster. 

Plus: the midweek travel section, your money, finance 


Thursday 


Ail our regular features, including Virginia Ironside's 
Dilemmas, John Walsh’s column, plus film, education 
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24Seven - a new 20-page pull-out-and-keep 
entertainment and listings section. Including a 
complete day-by-day planner for the week ahead, plus 
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and in Sport 

A 24 -page tabloid section with all the action from the 
weekend's sporting action. Plus: the Monday interview 
in which a leading figure comes under the microscope, 
an unbeatable results sen/ice, gossip, speculation and 
fact from behind the scenes and the best in sports 
photography. 


but a sign of ill-health, so what can be done about 
them? Also on Tuesday, fashion, architecture, visual 
arts and media. 


and law. In our back pages, Martin Newell, Britain's 
leading rock poet, and Neil Kerber, one, of the 
country’s funniest cartoonists, present their views of 
the modem worid. 


and graduate plus. In the back pages, William 
Hairston's history of the world in 10 V 2 inches 


seven-day TV, radio and satellite listings, ticket offers 
and informed comment on the week's highlights. Plus: 
eight pages of pop and classical music 
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itterrand’s last word on Vichy and history 


MARYpEJEVSKY 

Paris l 

Three ahd a half months after 
his death France’s former pres- 
ident, Frln^ois Mitterrand, still 
lies uneaA- in his grave. With his 
relatives Hocking publication of 


relativesHoddng publication of 
a book iha claims he misled the 
French public about hLs cancer, 
and hisv.-iinw's not tdwavs flat- 
tering mentairs still on the best- 
seller list. ms own recollections 
have now appeared in two slim 
volumes whlth are distinguished 
by the cieoince of the lan- 
guage and iHr lavish ness of the 
author’s se! justification. 

He competed the books, 
published toqay. only in the fi- 
nal days of hts\Ue and they con- 


tain his last words on the two big 
controversies that marked his 
later wars: claims that he col- 
laborated with the Vichy regime 
and accusations that he “mis- 
read history” by resisting the re- 
unification of Germany. 

On the unification of Ger- 
many. Mitterrand comes out 
fighting and appears to have 
been slung by the accusation 
that he misread history. The first 
lime he broached the question 
in public, be says, was during a 
visit to Moscow in July 1 9S9. He 
knew that his hosts strongly dis- 
approved of unification - and 
implies that it would have been 
bad manners to disagree. 

He charts his statements, in- 
terviews and articles between 


then and the day - again in 
Moscow - where the Allied 
powers finally approved the 
end of Germany’s division, in- 
sisting all the time that he did 
not oppose unification, but 
merely laid down accessary 
conditions. “If moving towards 
unification was legitimate, that 
still did not mean that it should 
come about just anyhow," he 
says, insisting that it should be 
“peaceful and democratic". The 
only real disagreement with 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, he 
da ims, was over recognition of 
the Gt'rm an -Polish bonier along 
the Odcr-Neis.se line, but insists 
that they managed to preserve 
good relations despite this. 

If I could be accused of any- 


thing, Mitterrand says, “it was 
that I did not jump through the 
window of the first carriage of 
the train [of history) ... but iff 
was left on the platform, so were 
a lot of other people." 

On his connections with the 
Vichy regime. Mitterrand is am- 
bivalent. while making every 
effort to appear forthright and 
reasonable. He presents himself 
as an eternal rebel, who bucked 
any curb on his freedom, while 
appreciating a strong leader 
when he saw one. Hence his de- 
cision to serve the Resistance in 
France rather than abroad, and 
his growing contempt for Mar- 
shall Pctain - for “perpetually 
compromising". 

For his decision to settle in 


Vichy alter escaping from 
Germany in 1942. and his ac- 
ceptance of a job (“only on con- 
tract") with the Vichy regime, hk 
only defence is rhetoric: “What 
urn I reproached with? Of not 
having been in the resistance in 
19441. when 1 was in prison in 
Germany? Of being press- 
ganged by Vichy to lake a high- 
level post for pay equivalent to 
less than today's minimum 
wage? Of having breathed the 
air of this town for a few months 
- air that many others gulped 
down and suffered no ill effects 
from?" 

Mitterrand has admiration, 
but also misgivings about. Gen- 
eral Charles de Gaulle. Only De 
Gaulle, he suggests, could have 


united the resistance and 
emerged as France's liberator. 
But, he argues, if De Gaulle's re- 
sistance appeal from London 
had not been mythologised in 
the way it was. “De Gaulle 
would not have been able to ob- 
scure the internal resistance, 
whose role has been systemat- 
ically and unjustly played down." 

In one anecdote Mitterrand 
sums up the chancy atmos- 
phere of the lime. Re turning to 
Paris in 1943 as “Resistance 
agent Morland", he was slopped 
by the officers looking for black- 
market goods. His case con- 
tained a British pistol and 
cyanide capsules. It was exam- 
ined. and handed back: “No 
butter, no eggs? On your way!" 



Entente cordiale: Presidents Mikhail Gorbachev (left) 
and Francois Mitterrand Photograph: Rex Features 
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Lacklustre Dole fuels 
Republican poll jitters 
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Communist supporters inarching to the Lenin Mausoleum, in Red Square, Moscow, yesterday on the 126th anniversary of the birth of the 
founder of the Russian Communist state. The Communists are leading in polls for the elections on 16 June Photograph: Michael Evstafiev/ Reuters 

Chernobyl forgotten as 
Ukraine turns nuclear 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

A month after Bob Dole 
clinched the Republican nom- 
ination in record time, dismal 
pall ratings and an uncharac- 
teristically clumsy performance 
as Senate majority leader are 
kindling party fears that he 
may lead it to a massive defeat 
in November which could even 
cost it control of Congress. 

The second half of April was 
when Mr Dole was supposed to 
start the march to the White 
House, reinvigorated after the 
Easier recess and beck in his 
□aturaJ habitat on Capitol Hill. 
Instead he has seen President 
Clinton widen his lead to 15 
points or more and, far from 
using his Senate pen* to define 
his policies, he has merely man- 
aged to expose Republican di- 
visions on a host of major issues 
in the autumn campaign. 

Even before the primaries, 
Mr Dole had decided he would 
be better served slaying on as 
majority leader, rather than 
step aside to concentrate on the 
campaign. Better free air-time 
on the Senate floor, where he 
controlled the legislative agen- 
da, he reasoned, than paid air 
lime - especially when he was 
virtually out of money until 
the summer conventions. 

Thus far, alas, the gamble has 
backfired miserably. On health 
care, Mr Dole last week ma- 


noeuvred himself into seeming 
to be Irving to torpedo a mod- 
est but politically popular Bill 
that would expand insurance 
coverage for people who 
changed jobs or who suffered 
from pre-existing medical con- 
ditions. That measure now 
seems likely to go through, but 
only thanks to the defection of 
five Senate Republicans. 

Much (he same happened 
with a Bill to increase the min- 

Gamble on using 
Senate air-time 
has backfired 
miserably 

imiim wage, pressed by De- 
mocrats to underline their 
concern for the worst-off. But 
Mr Dole resisted, only to be, in 
his words, “blindsided" by a 
group of House Republicans 
who support the proposed rise 
from $4.25 (£2.81) to $5.15 
(£3.41) an hour. Now the in- 
crease will almost certainly be 
be voted upon, and approved - 
probably this week. 

Mr Dole's basic problem, as 
he seeks metamorphosis from 
primary candidate to White 
House nominee, is his inabili- 
ty to follow the celebrated max- 
im of Richard Nixon; that a 


Republican candidate should 
play to the right during the pri- 
maries, where voters are more 
conservative, but once the nom- 
ination is secure, head back to 
the centre where elections are 
wan and lost. 

It is not his fault that he is 
easily identified with the deeply 
unpopular Speaker, Newt Gin- 
grich. and the scarcely less 
unloved Republican Congress - 
or that the populist Pat 
Buchanan could still make trou- 
ble at the San Diego convention. 

But despite a first-hand view 
of how George Bush suffered 
from identification with the 
fur-right at the Houston con- 
vention of 1992, Mr Dole still 
courts social and Christian con- 
servatives, as in a blistering at- 
tack last week on Mr Clinton for 
destroying America’s moral 
fabric. 

Barely six months before the 
vote, many already feel that only 
two developments (best of all, 
both together) can give the 
listless Dole campaign real 
hope. One is nomination of re- 
tired General Colin Powell as 
his running mate, the other is 
a Whitewater sensation. But 
Gen Powell continues to say no, 
while despite every effort of Mr 
Dole's allies on the Senate 
Banking Committee and of 
special prosecutor Kenneth 
Starr in Little Rock, the imag- 
ined misdeeds of the then Gov- 
ernor Clinton remain unproven. 


As the scene of the worH’s worst 
nuclear disaster 10 yens ago. 
Ukraine might be expected to 
bave renounced nuclearpower, 
or at leastto be curtailmgits use. 
Nothing could be further from 
the truth. 

Ukraine’s nuclear industry is 
expanding, with the support of 
politicians in and out of gov- 
ernment who defend it as a 
means of achieving economic 
independence from Russia. 

Even the Chernobyl jp/ant, 
where a reactor exploded and 
caught fire on 26 April 1986, is 
still operating, although the 
government says it wifi meet 
western concerns and close the- 
s ration by 2000. r 

The pro-nudear lobby points 
to the fact that last winter was 
one of the coldest and fiercest 
in living memory, and at tinges 
Ukrainians relied on their coun- 
try’s network of five stations and 
15 reactors to supply half their 
energy needs- 

Without Chernobyl and the 


Tony Barber in Kiev reports on the 
return of an industry that gave the 
world its worst reactor accident 


measures and increased effi- 
ciency in other energy sectors. 

But Ukraine has barely 
emerged from a deep econom- 
ic stump that coincided with the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, 
and the government says the 
tight budgets needed to stabilise 
the economy do not allow for 
large expenditure on mod- 
ernising the nuclear sector and 
launching energy conversion 
prqfects. 

The Group of Seven indus- 
trialised countries has offered 
Ukraine about $3bn (£1.65bo) 
to close Chernobyl and revamp 
the national energy industry, but 
the government is holding out 
for at least $4bn. Officials say 
the western aid would not cov- 
er the cost of replacing the 


{ Dther stations, nuclear industry i cracking concrete-and -steel 
officials say, schools and facto- 1 “sarcophagus” that was hastily 
I ries would have dosed and ’ 
j people would have shivered in 
j their homes. 

"The last three winters have 
‘ shown that Ukraine cannot sur- 
vive without nuclear power. 
jOur stations pulled the-entire 
^nergy system through,"? said 
plur Nf igma ttillm- the acting 
[jead of Ukraine's state nu- 
lear authority. 

Apart from demanding the 
sure of Chernobyl, whose So- 
et-style graphite-core reac- 
r is viewed as fundamentally 
d, in design, western gov- 

ents have urged Ukraine _ • 

lireduce its reliance on nuclear Power ptey; Greenpeace pi 
‘through conservation lost villages around Cfiemol 


built by Soviet authorities after 
April 1986 to entomb the ruined 
Chernobyl reactor. 

But money is only part of the 
story. Another factor behind 
Ukraine’s new-found determi- 
nation (o expand the nuclear in- 
dustry is the decline in popular 
anti-nuclear sentiment. 

After Chernobyl, opposition 
to nuclear power turned into a 
powerful political force that 
was exploited by anti-commu- 
nist nationalists seeking to cre- 
ate an independent Ukraine. 

In 1990, one year before the 
declaration of independence, 
Ukraine’s parliament passed a 
moratorium on building nu- 
clear power stations, including 
three reactors that were al- 
most ready to go into service. 
In 1993, parliament lifted the 
moratorium, and last year a re- 




Power play: Greenpeace protesters In Kiev remember 
lost villages around Chernobyl Photograph; Efrem Lukatsky 


actor at Zaporizha, Europe's 
largest plant with six 1,000 
megawatt units, came on line. 

Both the government and 
many of its critics argue that 
cutting back nuclear power 
would risk placing Ukraine’s 
economy at the mercy of foreign 
energy suppliers. In practice this 
means Russia, and to a lesser ex- 
tent Turkmenistan, to which 
Ukraine owes huge debts in un- 
paid oil and gas bills. 

The argument clearly has 
some substance at a time when 
Russia is using its influence in 
economic and energy matters as 
a way of re-integrating several 
former Soviet republics, no- 
tably Belarus, under its leader- 
ship. Persistent difficulties in 
Ukraine's relations with Russia, 
which boil down to the question 
of how far Russian leaders gen- 
uinely accept Ukrainian inde- 
pendence, make the authorities > 
m Kiev wary of taking any mea- 
sures in the nuclear sector that 
could increase dependence on 
Russia. 

As a result, the Ukrainian nu- 
clear industry is looking forward 
to the completion of two new re- 
actors- one at a plant in Rrvne, 
and one at Khmelnitsky. Both 
were about 85 per cent finished 
by the start of this year, and 
there are two more reactors at 
Khmelnitsky which are already 
45 per cent complete. 

Last July, Ukraine's nuclear 
authorities even declared that 
Chernobyl was the safest of its 
five plants, and the Chernobyl 
director, Serhii Parashin, pro- 
posed that it should continue to 
operate until 2007. If that seems 
unlikely, the further develop- 
ment of Ukraine’s nuclear in- 
dustry as a whole does not. 
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Forest fires sweep Mongolia 
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Ulan Bator.(Reider) — Forest 
fires con tinned to rage cml of 
control in north-eastern Mon*, 
golia yesterday, leaving burnt- 
out nomadic tent villages and 
charred cattle carcasses. 

“The situation is very seri- 
ous," said General Damdin- 
suren, deputy chief of the 
Mongolian State Emergency 
Commission, adding that the 
fire damage was “huge". 


Smoke from about 80 fires 
across a sprawling country the 
theaze of western Europe was 

the blazes that had killed at least 
one woman. 

"We cannot even see where 
and how huge the fires are from 
the airplanes because every 
place is thick with smoke," said 
Mr Damdmsuren. 

Since the fires roared onto 


the Mongolian Steppe on 9 
April some 3,000 firefighters, 
helped by nomads, have been 
working 'around the clock to 
bring the flames under control 
Shortages of food, exhaustion 


BARNSLEY 01226 770880 
BASILDON 01268 522288 
BASILDON Easlgale 01268 288888 
BASINGSTOKE 01256 330333 
BRIGHTON 01273 606242 
BURY ST EDMUNDS 01284 763000 
CAMBRIDGE 01223 462482 
CANTERBURY 01227 780111 
CHELMSFORD 07245 353906 
CHICHESTER 01243 771117 
COLCHESTER 01206 369800 
EASTBOURNE 01323 720200 
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GLOUCESTER 01452 502525 
GRAYS 01375 396693 
GREAT YARMOUTH 01493 331113 
GUILDFORD 01483 300888 
HARTLEPOOL 01429 234566 
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 01442 233003 
HORSHAM 01403 260410 
IPSWICH 01473 215915 
LUTON 01582 487788 
MAIDSTONE 01622 201622 
NORTHAMPTON 01604 259444 
ORPINGTON 01689 876060 
PETERBOROUGH 01733 355773 
RAINHAM 01708 524406 



REDDITCH 01527 584588 
ROMFORD 01708 753348 
SOUTHAMPTON 01703 211433 
ST ALBANS 01727 854444 
STEVENAGE 01438 751175 
STROOD 01634 296496 
WESTCUFF ON SEA 01702 333766 

LONDON BRANCHES 

CHISWICK 0181 747 1444 
DOCKLANDS Q171 252 0787 
ENFIELD 0131 367 5333 
FENCHURCH STREET 0171 709 9000 
SOUTH WOODFORD 0181 532 9663 
STRAND 01 71 240 0222 
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suren said, adding that nomads 
in the remote Hentii mountains 
had fought the fire for days with 
just caais and tree branches. 
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Molly Keane bad an unusual 
place in contemporary litera- 
ture, in writing very good plays 
and novels under two entirely 
separate identities at different 
times of her life. 

She was a leading playwright 
in the 1930s whose work was di- 
rected by John Gielgud and pro- 
duced by Binide Beaumont, 
and she was an interesting nov- 
elist. But all the time she wrote 
under the pseudonym of “MJ- 
Farrell” and few outside her 
close circle knew who she real- 
ly was. Then personal tragedy 
intervened, she stopped writing 
and it was many years until, in 
1981, the novel Good Behaviour 
was published under her own 
name, caused a sensation and 
just missed the Booker Prize. 
She became a celebrity both m 
Britain and in her home- 
country. Ireland. Despite being 
well over SO she continued to 
write, and Loving and Gbing 
and 77me after Time . both pub- 
lished later in the decade, are 
among her best work. 

She was bom Mary Skrine. tn 
1904, into a family whose roots 
lay in the Anglo-Norman con- 
quest of Ireland, but she spent 
a good deal of her early child- 
hood in Bath, in the big house 
at Claverton now occupied by 
the American Museum, a use 
■she deplored, promoting a cul- 
ture she had little time for. Her 
mother wrote under the name 
Moira O'Neill, ami was a sig- 
nificant minor poet, her father 
a colonial governor of Mauri- 
tius. Her childhood was lonely 
and deeply unhappy; domi- 
neering but" incompetent moth- 
ers and weedy fathers are 
frequent characters in her 
books. In adolescence and 
young adulthood she lived 
mostly in Ireland, and her time 
there was marked by the end- 
less political turmoil following 
the 1916 Easter Rising and the 
Black and Tan war. 

But her family area of East 


Cork and Waterford was per- 
haps less dramatically affected 
by these events than some pans 
of the country, and after 1932 
the traditional life of what were 
universally known as the Horse 
Proiestams resumed, even if 
many participants were impov- 
erished and had to resort to 
second-hand riding boots. It was 
in the comedy of these years, 
where a good deal of “nip- 
ping’’ between the bedrooms 
of the different sexes took 
place, that she found the raw 
material for her first books. 

The importance of horses in 
this world cannot be overesti- 
mated. The same limited group 
of upper-class people met each 
other all over Ireland at the 
same events every year, sitting 
on the backs of these animals. 
But it « as an expensive way to 
spend your time, even then, and 
ihc only reason Molly really 
started writing was to finance 
her obsessive hunting. Mills 
and Boon took her first effort. 
Young Entry, and she was, as she 
always put it, over the first 
fence. When funds were low she 
locked herself away in her par- 
ents’ home. wrote a novel and 
with the few hundred pounds 
gained spent the next few 
months staying at friends' hous- 
es. hunting almost every day. It 
was a simple, straightforward- 
ly hedonistic world; dancing 
was to the wind-up gramo- 
phone. White Ladies were 
drunk before dinner, hardly 
anyone opened a book. 

To be known as a writer 
would have been social death, 
so she used the name MJ. Far- 
rell. immortalising a Lismore 
pub. During this time her 
other main concern was an 
intense, five-year-long secret 
affair with the man who was, in 
1938. to become her husband. 
Bobby Keane. He was dashing 
and, needless to say, rode 
beautifully, but he was also 
intelligent and sensitive and 


encouraged her to take her 
writing more seriously. 

A chance meeting at a Tip- 
perary house-party with John 
Peny, one of the sons of the 
house but also a working actor 
in London, led to her first ef- 
forts to write plays. They are, in 
general style, clones of standard 
West End comedies of the time, 
but with much better drawn 
characters and an accurate, 
pointed wfr in the dialogue. The 
most successful. Spring Meeting, 
produced in 1938. was one of 
the Shaftesbuiy Avenue hits of 
the year, and deserves revival. 

But she ran into double with 
Ducks and Drakes in 1941, a play 
that satirised the English war 
effort at a time when the des- 
peration of the military situation 
led few in the audiences to ap- 
preciate her comedy. Although 
she tried again with Guardian 
.Angei in 1944 and Thasure Hunt 
in 1949, she never again had 
the success of the earlier work. 
But she loved the theatre, not 
least because the close rela- 
tionship she enjoyed with Giel- 
gud and Beaumont led her to 
attend rehearsals and emerge at 
least temporarily, and private- 
ly, from the anonymity that 
her social world had imposed 
on her. 

The death in 1946 of her hus- 
band, at the early age of 37, was 
a blow. Their marriage bad 
been a great source of strength 
to her. She stopped writing 
and devoted herself to bringing 
up their daughters. In any case, 
the world of the hunt and the 
accompanying coherence of the 
Anglo-Irish social life bad be- 
gun to decline, eveo in strong- 
holds like West Waterford. The 
crisis in the economy after 1945 
bad led to a marked decline in 
the various sources of income 
from the Empire on which so 
many of those families de- 
pended to augment the meagre 
returns from their forms. Some 
of the families from which 


Molly Keane drew her ideas 
simply sold up and left 
The reasons for the renewal 
of her creativity that led to the 
Eighties books are not clear; 
perhaps she was just bored She 
was too old to ride any more 
and, although she took an ac- 
tive part in community life at 
Ardmore, she may have felt the 
need to make a final record of 
a world as remote from con- 
temporary Ireland as science fic- 
tion. With Good Behaviour in 
1981, she burst on a largely un- 


wickediy witty old lady, very 
much Molly Keane, an inde- 
pendent Irishwoman and proud 
of it. She said then in an inter- 
view: “Ireland is the last bastion 
of civilisation . . . there is still 
great beauty, uninvaded.” But 
she also knew the darker side 
of these years - a cousin was as- 
sassinated in the North by ex- 
SAS men who had set up as 
Protestant paramilitaries. 

Keane was very unlucky not 
to win the Booker Prize with 
Good Behaviour, in many years 
she would have done so easily 
but it went to Salman Rushdie's 
Midnight's Children. She was un- 
surprised herself; thinking she 
was seen by the London literati 
as a right-wing old fossil, com- 
pared to the politically correct 
Rushdie. In met, her last books 
do anything but celebrate the 
aristocratic milieu uncritically. 
The increasingly black element 
in the comedy encloses a vision 
of the world of the Anglo-Irish 
privileged as one of loneliness, 
futility and often despair. It may 
have appeared a terribly jolly 
life, but it was inwardly corrupt 
and doomed. Yet it had its 
own unique quality, and she 
chronicled its final phase better 
than anyone else has, better 
even than her great friend 
Elizabeth Bowen. 

Although having virtually no 
formal education at all, of any 
kind, Molly Keane was extra- 


ordinarily well-informed on a 
huge range of topics. She was 
a brilliant conversationalist 
She read widely, but Jane 
Austen was the only mentor 
she acknowledged, and whose 
works she reread. Her little 
house on top of the diff at Aid- 
more was her home for many 
years, with a fine collection of 
modem Irish paintings, those of 
Nora Guinness in particular. 

Keane’s social behaviour was 
formal, with children in partic- 
ular being treated kindly but ex- 
pected to keep to their allotted 
place. Drinks were generous: 
she always said one of the few 
reasons to cut somebody was if 
they started putting optics on 
the spirits. An aggressive little 
dpg followed her around the 
place. Like many Anglo-Irish, 
she appeared profoundly upper- 
class English on the surface, 
with a deeply attractive point- 
ed face, bine eyes of exceptional 
clarity and the voice of a woman 
in her youth. But as soon as she 
started to speak the illusion 
broke. Although a warm friend, 
she was never slow to point out 
the faults of others. 

To make her books so good, 
she needed the dose of add in 
the bloodstream as well as more 
conventional substances, but it 
did lead to a sense of forebod- 
ing and mild anxiety in the 
Blackwater valley sitting-rooms 
after Good Behaviour came 
out It was fairly dear to a lot 
of people who the cloddish 
Aroon in that book was mod- 
elled on. Who would be next? 
Unfortunately, no one wfl] have 
that flattering minor worry any 
more. 

James Fetfifer 

Mary Nesta Skrine (°M. /. Far- 
rell'’). playwright and novelist: 
bom Co Kildare 20 July 1904 ; 
married 1938 Robert Keane (died 
1946; two daughters); died Ard- 
more, Co Waterford 22 April 
1996. 



Keane; a charming, wickedly witty oid lady, an independent Irishwoman and proud of It 



Christopher Milne 


Empty fame': A. A. Milne, Wmnie-the Pooh and Christopher in 1926 Photograph: HowairJ Coster 


Christopher Milne was a re- 
markable man who trium- 
phantly survived a remarkable 
childhood, though not without 
considerable pain on the way. 

He was born in 1920, the son 
of AA Milne, a rich and fa- 
mous Punch writer and play- 
wright, and his wife. Daphne. 
“May Billy be an everlasting joy 
to you,” J.M. Barrie wrote, 
having been told the name the 
child was to use. As it turned 
out he was not but die fault was 
hardly his own. “We did rather 
want a Rosemary,'’ Milne had 
written to another friend. 

Christopher Robin, as he 
was actually named (be was nev- 
er christened), had to wait a 
long time for his first haircut. 
But worse was to follow. In 
1923, on a wet holiday in Wiles, 
A .A. Milne started writing 
verse about his infant sou. When 
We Were Very Young (1924) 
made Christopher Robin a 
household name. 

The book was an instant 
best-seller. By 1928, it bad been 
joined by the two Pooh books 
( Winnie-the-Pooh , 1926, and 
The House at Pooh Comer) and 
a further book of verse, Now We 
Arc Six (1927) - all to repeat the 
first book’s extraordinary suc- 
cess and all starring the boy and 
his teddy-bear. MBne tried to re- 
duce the damage by vowing in 
1928 never to write another chil- 
dren's book, but it was too late. 
He also excused himself by say- 
ing that Christopher Robin was 
“Billy’’ at home and hardly the 
same person at all. “1 do not 
want C.R. Milne ever to wish 
that his names were Charles 
Robert.” But it was inevitable. 

When A-A. Milne went to 
America in 1931 it was Christo- 
pher Robin everyone was in- 
terested in. Parents Magazine 
named him one of the most fa- 


mous children in the world, 
along with Princess Elizabeth of 
York, Prince Michael of Ro- 
mania. Yehudi Menuhin and 
Jackie Coogan, the film-star. In 
1974. Pendennis in the Observ- 
erwrote that Christopher “had 
spent over 40 years trying to get 
off his knees from saying his 
prayers. Perhaps the most fa- 
mous of all tiny boys (by com- 
parison Little Lord Fauntieroy 
was a mere starlet), AA 
Milne’s golden-curled son grew 
up loathing the Pooh books.” 

This was not entirety the 
case. Indeed, at the time be told 
his father he thought Pooh “a 
good sort of book”, and he 
wrote himself in 1973 that as a 
child “I quite liked being 
Christopher Robin and being 
famous. There were indeed 
times — when it was exciting 
and made me feel grand and im- 
portant." “Alan’s boy is quite un- 
spoilt,” his grandfather wrote in 
the year Winnie -the- Pooh was 
published. From all accounts he 
was a delightful child. It was 
only at Stowe and later, as be 
grew out of his part, (hat he 
came to resent the books so 
fiercely and to write: “It seemed 
to me almost that my father bad 
got to where he was by climb- 
ing upon my infant shoulders, 
that be had filched from me my 
good name and had left me with 
tile empty fame of being his 
son.” 

It was the Second World 
War - in which he was wound- 
ed in Italy as a platoon com- 
mander with the Sappers - that 
saved Christopher Milne from 
the burden of being Christopher 
Robin. Not long ago I met a 
man who had served with him 
in Trieste and had not known for 
a long time whose son he was. 
The war enabled Milne to be- 
come himself and eventually to 


break away and live his own life, 
manying his cousin Lesley de 
Selin court and cutting himself 
off almost completely from his 
parents. 

But he saw life as circular - 
our journey one that should take 
us back close to where we be- 
gan, to the child's indivisible 
world in which all creatures are 
equal, the world we left when 
we went to school, as indeed 
Christopher Robin leaves the 
enchanted place on the top of 
the forest at the end of The 
House at Pooh Comer. As a child 
he had felt (inspired by the Doc- 
tor Dolittle books) that he 
might learn the language of an- 
imals. In later life he remained 
passionately involved in the 
natural world, in creatures how- 
ever small. He described in 
The Open Garden ( 1 988) bow be 
had once reared the four 
heatberbell-like eggs a fox- 
moth had laid on his finger. He 
was immensely pleased when he 
was told he looked the sort of 
man who would be interested in 
a caterpillar. He knew the dif- 
ference between bugle and 
betony. He liked night- walking 
and knowing the names of the 
stars. 

Christopher Milne was in 
many ways, as he admitted, ex- 
tremely like his father and the 
strength of the bond between 
them made the pain of break- 
ing it all the greater. They were 
both essentially private people, 
individualists, observers, hu- 
morists. They both read Math- 
ematics at Trinity College, 
Cambridge. Above all, they 
were both extremely good writ- 
ers. Christopher never found an- 
other subject as interesting to 
his readers as his own life. His 
autobiographical writing, par- 
ticularly in The Path Through the 
Trees (1979), has a most at- 


tractive candour. He wrote the 
first volume, the best-selling The 
Enchanted Places (1974), for 
himself (contradicting what be 
said on that subject in the book 
itself)- It was soon after his 
mother's death. Jong after his fa- 
ther s. Each session at the type- 
writer was “like a session on the 
analyst’s couch”. He wrote it 
hoping to pre-empt future bi- 
ographers of his father, but it 
was foe very act of writing it that 
eventually made it possible for 
him to agree to my A A. Milne: 
his life. Having agreed, he made 
no conditions and did not see 
the book until it was published 
six years ago. His reaction 
relieved us both. 

Writing The Enchanted 
Places enabled Christopher 
Milne to come to terms with 
what his father had done to him. 
Milne could never make simi- 
lar mistakes with his own 
daughter. Clare, to whom he 
was as deeply devoted. His fa- 
ther had expected too much of 
him. Clare, a severely disabled 
spastic, “set us an example and 
taught us a philosophy that 
parents don’t usually expect to 
learn from their children”. He 
wrote “Lucky Clare to have such 
a mother” and we would say 
“Lucky Gare to have such a fa- 
ther”. He had always been good 
with his hands and was able to 
design special cutlery and fur- 
niture for her. Once he brought 
home a little bank vole which 
amazingly entertained her for 
two years and eight months. 

He sold his share in the fu- 
ture royalties he inherited from 
Ihe Pooh books to foe Royal Lit- 
erary Fund (which already had 
a share) and, with foe capital, 
set up a trust fund for her. Mon- 
ey never interested him and he 
gave much away, but he prided 
himself that he and his wife were 


The Right Rev Kevin Rafferty 


Kevin Rafferty was one of the 
last Roman Catholic priests to 
be raised for the Scotch priest- 
hood in Ireland, at St Kieran’s 
College, Kilkenny. This tradi- 
tion has persisted since St Kier- 
an's opened in 1782. the first 
seminary to be founded in Ire- 
land after the end of the Rroal 
Laws which restricted Roman 
Catholic religious practice. 

Born in Garvagh, Co Deny, 
in 1933, Rafferty received his 
secondary education at St Col- 
umb’s College. Derry, before 


BIRTHS 

PtNDER: On 23 March 19% to Eliza- 
beth Caimooss and Robert Finder, 
a son (Caluixi). 

WAKEMAiN: On 15 -April 19%. to 
Ruth (m?e Lkndl and Scan, a daugh- 
ter, Olivia Florence, a shier far 
Harriet Rose. 

DEATHS 

WOOD: George, of Loughborough. 
Leicestershire aged 9- wars, oo 20 
Apnl 19% after a short illness. Lec- 
turer LCAD and handloom bui’dcr. 
late of Shcpshed. Leicestershire. 
Cremation service at Loughborough 
Crematorium on Friday 16 April at 
12 noon. Family flowers only please. 


studying for the priesthood. He 
was ordained priest in 1957 for 
the Archdiocese of St Andrews 
and Edinburgh in St Mary’s 
Cathedral, Kilkenny. 

Rafferty was bom into a 
family noted for its work for foe 
Church. He had three cousins 
who were priests, two in Derry 
Diocese and one a Columban 
Father serving abroad, and a 
niece in religious life. He was 
a distant relative of Bishop 
Bernard O'Kane of Derry, the 
noted theologian and Classics 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

« 

but donations if desired may he mode 
to the Sue Ryder Hospice (cheques 
made payable to Sue Ryder Hospicel 
Cto Ginns & GiKIcndge Funeral 
Directors. 75 Ashby Road. Lcufih- 
bo rough LEI 1 3BA. telephone 01509 
2359 12. 

For llucttc BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS, phase rim; 0171-243 201 1. 


scholar, who is also remem- 
bered for his work in pioneer- 
ing radio and his acquaintance 
with Marconi. 

For 30 years after his ordi- 
nation, Rafferty served succes- 
sively in Linlithgow (1957-67). 
Dalkeith (1967-77) and North 
Berwick (1977-S6). In 1989 he 
was appointed Vicar-General of 
foe archdiocese of St Andrews 
and Edinburgh, and the 
following year Auxiliary Bishop. 

With foe appointment of my- 
self, a native of Baltycastic, Co 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr M. Henley 
and Miss S. E. Plggoli 
Thu engagement is announced be- 
tween Mark, son of Mr and Mrs 
Charles Henley, of Hastings, and 
Susanna, daughter of Mr and 
Mre Harry Pgpxt, of Holbrook. 
Derbyshire. 

Mr A. D- Smith 
and Miss C 5. Graham 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Andrew, second son ot Mr and 
Mis John Smith, of New Mills. Dlv- 


Antrim, as Archbishop to St An- 
drews and Edinburgh in 1985, 
Cardinal Manning's recom- 
mendation to Rome in the mid- 
1860s that no Irish priest should 
ever be appointed to a Scottish 
diocese had at last been broken. 
Manning bad been appointed 
Apostolic Visitor to foe West- 
ern District of Scotland by Pro- 
paganda Fide when a schism 
was threatened between the 
Highland Catholics and Irish 
immigrant Catholics. It was an 
added joy five years later when 


byshire, and Irinka, middle daugh- 
ter of Sir Alexander and Lady 
Graham, of WhitwclL Hertfordshire. 

Birthdays 

Mis Shirley Temple Black, former US 
ambassador, 6S; The Most Rev 
Michael Bowen, Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Southwark. 66: Mr fall 
Cotton, chairman, Noel Gay Televi- 
sion, 68; Mr J. P. Donleavy, author, 
70. Sir Diannuid Downs, automotive 
engineer. 74: Mr David Evans MR 
61: Mr Harold French, acior and di- 
rector, 99; Mr Leslie French, actor, 
finger and director. 92; Air Marshal 


foe Auxiliary Bishop was named 
as Bishop Kevin Rafferty. 

Kevin Rafferty was ever cool, 
calm, collected: he had a great 
grasp of foe teaching of the Sec- 
ond Vatican Council and all it 
entails, was tolerant and be- 
lieved that the Lord is looking 
after the Church, whatever 
human failings there may be. 

Although Assistant Bishop, 
Rafferty remained an active 
priest in the parish of Saints 
John Cantius and Nicholas. 
Broxburn. His pastoral care 


Sir Timothy Garden, Commandant, 
Royal College of Defence Studies, 52; 
The Hon Victoria Glendiiining, au- 
thor, 59. Mr Wiliam Hagerry, former 
Editor, the People, 57; Sir Arnold 
Halt, former chairman. Hawker Sid- 
tjelcy Group. S3; Sir Russell Hill- 
house , Permanent Under-Secretary, 
Scottish Office. 58; Mr James Kirtaip, 
author, 73; Dr Richard Laws, Mas- 
ter. St Edmund's College, Cam- 
bridge, 70; Mr Tony Miles, Chess 
player, 41; Mr Ronald Neame. Glut 
producer and director. 85; Professor 
George Steiner, former Professor of 
Comparative Literature. Oxford Uni- 
versity, 67; Mr Waller Sweeney MR 




was recognised by his brother 
bishops in the Scottish Episco- 
pal Conference. He held ap- 
pointments as Scottish National 
President of the Commission for 
Pastoral and Social Care and as 
national Spiritual Director of 
the St Vincent de Paul Society. 

One of his annual delights 
was taking part in both the 
Archdiocesan Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes and foe Easter pil- 
grimage with foe Handicapped 
Children's Pilgrimage Trust - at 
which he assisted as recemlv as 


47; Mr Colin Welch, journalist. 72; 
Miss Tessa Wyatt, actress, 48; Sir Eric 
Yarrow, former chairman, dydesdak- 
Bank, 76. 

Anniversaries 

Births: William Shakespeare, play- 
wright and poet, 1564: Vladimir 
Vladimirovich Nabokov, author. 
1899. Deaths: William Shakespeare, 
playwright and pocL 161 k Miguel de 
Cervantes Saavedra, author. lriJli. To- 
day is the Feast Day of St Adalbert 
(Voitecfa) of Prague, Saints Felts, fiw- 
tunatus and Achiltcus. St George lire 
Martyr. St Gerard of Tout and Si Ib;ir. 


Easter Week. When asked 
about being a working chaplain 
with this pilgrimage, he simply 
replied: “It Is what I want to do. 
I am a priest.” 

_ + Keith Patrick O'Brien 

Kevin Lawrence Rafferty, priesu 
b<mi Garvagh. Co Deny 24 June 
MS: ordained priest 1957; 77/- 
Btsll °P of Ausuaga and 
Bishop Auxiliary to Archbishop 

1 o 90 &' d ?*J, a "S Edinb,U S h 

/WjMtfc died Livingston. West 
Luthitw 19 April 1996. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Duft* of &Hnburs h .Tn J a«. Nation. 

, Maritime Mu-cum.aucndsa recradna 
■it M Janvs s ftdjan as President and Hon- 
orary U,- Fvlknv „j ihc Royal Society for 
iwnwgeKa of Am. Manufactures 
and U'lnmeree. chairs the 15W Prince 
l hiltp Lecture. Mfowcd by dinner, at 6 
John Adam Si reel. London WQ The 
Firm* or Wales begins an otflcul vofc to 
Canada, noting the JWkus crManiiota. 
p *®4 Ontario. The Princess 

‘he Nation*. Dcar- 
Mind .md Rubella Association, visits Ys- 
H Hxudre .School Unit. Bryncoch. W«t 
' ifami.rg.m. as President. Brush Knitting 
CMihHV Enont Council, visits AfaH 
I nline K mtwuar Ltd. Ammanford, Dyfcd 
Pr ' nrct ’ Maf S 3re <. President, auendsa Pri- 


self-supporting for trer 20 years 

at foe Harbour Bokshop in 
Dartmouth. The hy school- 
boy who sfajnrnend. and who 
had been so unwoldty that he 
thought yoft coild send a 
telegram fresn a tank, became 
a successfulfbookseller and in 
foe Sixties a'passbnate speak- 
er on children aid reading at 
meetings of PTAs and the 
School Library Association. 
Loving Dartmouth, he was 
for years IChairraan of the 
Dartmouth and Kingswear 
Associatioft. 

In recent years he performed 
acts of filill piety, though pious 
was the last thing he ever was. 
He unveiled a statue of Winnie 
foe bean cub at the London 
Zoo, and was involved in the 
restoration of Poohsticks Bridge 
and in me establishment of a 
memoriil to his father and 
E.H. Shepard in Ashdown For- 
est. Ho rook a leading part in 
the Ggln to save the forest from 
development and oil explo- 
ration/- not so much because of 
Pooh but because of foe forest 
itself. jHe said he took the play- 
ground of his Sussex childhood 
with him wherever he went - 
and if was his childhood as much 
as the good years of his devot- 
ed partnership with Lesley that 
enabled him to write in the pref- 
ace to The Path Through the 
Trees that he had indeed had a 
happy life. 

Ann Thvraife , 

Christopher Robin Milne, book- j 

seller and writer, bom London 21 ■ 
August 1920; aiuhor of The En - ' 
chanted Places 1974, The Path J 
Through the Trees 1979. The! 
Hollow- on foe Hill 1982. ”11161' 
Windfall 1985, The Open Gar- 
den 19S8; married 1948 Les/eni 
tie SeUncourt (one daughter); died 
Totnes, Devon 20 April 1996. I 
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news analysis 

How liberal is new Labour? 


."V r* : 





Blair and Jack Straw will beat the law and order drum all the way to the election. Is their new conservatism a ploy 
to make the party more electable or does it reflect a deep-dyed Victorian moralism? Polly Toynbee reports 


N ow you see it, now you don't. New 
Labour flashes a bright coin before 
our eyes, only to flick it away as 
soon as we reach out to grasp it. Key 
words, ideas, sentiments and symbols are 
lit up before us, full of significance, moral 
catchphrases pregnant with diaphanous 
meaning - single parents, squeegee mer- 
chants, crime, bad neighbours, community 
and self-reliance. But as soon as we chal- 
lenge them and ask what they mean, what 
policy, what practical applications? Then 
die words vanish again like a mirage. 

They have served their purpose, just by 
being spoken. The parly has planted an 
idea, staked out a territory and told the 
world that new Labour is moral, sensible, 
not chained to the politically correct and 
far removed from the bad old days of the 
GLC’s myriad minority committees. But 
has Labour's traditional role as standard- 
bearer for liberal progressive values 
departed, too? Or is it merely hiding 
behind the conjuror's fingers? 

Like playing on a xylophone of our sen- 
sibilities, Labour has brilliantly struck raw 
Tory voting nerves, beating out a new tun* 
that is often distinctly right wing in timbre: 
Christian Democrat, churchy, decent, dis- 
ciplinarian and orderly (Straw: “The first 
duty of any government should be the guar- 
antee of a quiet life**). 

Gone is the praise for pluralism, free- 
dom and diversity, that instinctive liberal 
siding with the under-dog. Sometimes the 
under-dog or “aggressive beggar” even gets 
an extra kicking from Labour. Do they 
mean ah this, or is it just the cleverly seduc- 
tive music of vote-getting? 

We do not know. No policy is set, no 
promises made and different players play 
different tunes to suit their audiences. We 
can only guess at what the final symphony 
will be. 

It would be quite wrong to imagine, 
though, that Labour was ever a happily lib- 
era] party. Harold Wilson lead a canny 
coalition of Hampstead and Huyton, the 
chattering classes coming to an accom- 
modation with the cloth caps, encom- 
passing both Roy Jenkins the radical 
reformer, and Jim Callaghan the police- 
man's friend. There was a tacit trade-off: 
the illiberal "hang 'em, flog 'em" cloth caps 
agreed to let the chatterers abolish capi- 
tal punishment and anti-homosexual laws 
in exchange for the closed shop and col- 
lective bargaining. 

All that fell apart in chaos when Michael 
Foot could restrain neither a trade union- 
ism that had become rampant and irre- 
sponsible nor a liberal left that had been 
overrun by the right-on lunacies of the 
likes of Ken Livingstone. 

Now Tony Blair emerges as the gleam- 
ing phoenix, not rebuilding the old party 
but creating a new one. Yet in Hampstead 
they fear that liberal interests have been 
abandoned in a new marriage of conve- 
nience that excludes them altogether - 
the self-interest and crude populism of 
Essex wedded to the morality of the 
Christian Church. Neither of these is to 
their taste. 

It has fallen to Paddy Ashdown to fire 
a warning shot in a thoughtful, but impas- 
sioned speech last month, staking out a 
clear Liberal Democrat claim to those old 
libera] values left behind by new Labour. 
While making clear his broad approval for 
most of what new Labour stands for- after 
all, he hopes to do business with them - 
he has found some clear pink water that 



Hie 19th-century workhouse: Tony Biair believes In workfare because It is morally uplifting for the unemployed 


gives voting Liberal a genuinely different 
flavour. He plants the thought that the best 
possible outcome of the next election 
would be New Labour in coalition with Lib 
Dems, vote-catching Christianity tem- 
pered by decent caring old unelectable 
liberalism. 

Ashdown points 
with alarm to Lab- 
our’s infatuation 
with American com- 
munitarianism and 
the work of Amilai 
Etzioni, the high 
priest of new left 
moralism. He fears 
this tyranny of the 
majority crushes any 
dissenting voice, rul- 
ing by collective 
shame through the 
law of the lace cur- 
tain. Lib Dems dis- 
trust Labour's commitment to constitu- 
tional reform: for them, it is the only true 
guarantee that locks genuine pluralism into 
politics for ever. 

Ashdown looks with anxiety at Labour's 
eagerness to make a scapegoat of the 
underclass. He despises the way Labour 
avoids unpopular issues of conscience. 
While he spoke up boldly for the rights of 


Hong Kong citizens to come to Britain, 
Labour did not. Tony Blair took a trip 
around the Far East that missed out tricky 
Hong Kong altogether and he came back 
instead full of alarming praise for orderly 
Singaporean values, where chewing gum. 


side of the losers as well as the wealth-cre- 
ators? Hattersley sets his benchmark for 
the party's liberal values: “The two great 
liberal tests are the party’s attitudes to eth- 
nic minorities and immigration law, and 
penal reform. I understand why electoral 



How much will you be taxed? 

In the run-up to the 1992 election Hamish McRae 
launched a devastating critique of Labour’s tax 
plans. In tomorrow's Independent he runs his slide 
rule over Gordon Brown's plans to calculate the 
top rate of tax you are likely to pay under a Tony 
Biair government. So if you want to know how 
much Labour will take from your pay packet, don’t 
miss his analysis. 


spitting and graffiti earn the lash, and con- 
formity is the one great social value. 

Roy Hattersley has, with some self- 
mockery, set up his stall as the “New Left”. 
He and plenty of other backbench voices 
worry that Labour has lost interest in the 
under-dogs, those without rights and 
power. In government, will it be a radical 
reforming party? Will it be clearly on the 


pressures make the party cautious on 
both but it is absolutely essential they take 
a strong stand.” 

These tests will fall upon the Home Sec- 
retary, so it is Jack Straw who draws the 
fire and fury from Labour's old liberals, 
as he beats the law and order drum to 
please the Essex crowds. He. though, is as 
quick with the disappearing coin as any of 


Illustration: Hulton Getty 

them. Hardlv had I opened my mouth to 
ask to see die party’s liberal credentials 
than he hastened to ladle out praise for 
Roy Jenkins as the greatest reforming 
Home Secretary of all lime - on private 
sexual behaviour, on race and capital 
punishment. 

Now what does 
this admiration of 
Jenkins signify? 
It is easy now to 
praise with these 
long-dead re- 
forms, but where 
ate his own brave 
and unpopular 
policies, pursued 
fearlessly for 
their justice 
alone? What 
might equivalent 
bravery be now? 

Perhaps a will- 
ingness to open a debate, at least, on legal- 
ising cannabis? Perhaps a meaningful dis- 
course on the future of the monarchy? On 
these things much of the country rumi- 
nates - but not Parliament, and certainly 
nol new Labour. 

“I am well aware of how I am per- 
ceived,” Jack Straw says, with a rueful 
smile. A list follows: he voted to lower (he 



homosexual age of consent to 16; he was 
brought up very well by a single mum. and 
sees no problem with one-parent families 
per se (“although I know that’s nol Tony's 

would re peal “most of" the Asylum 
Bill and make immigration law fairer. 
Would everyone born here be given back 
the right to citizenship? “We haven’t 
finally decided.” On penal reform, as the 
prison population has rocketed under 
Howard, can he say whether it will come 
down pgain under his policies? No, he 
can’t say for sure. 

His critics say he follows Michael 
Howard like a true shadow, no glimmer 
of daylight between them. He replies that 
if Michael Howard devotes himself single- 
minded ly to digging large elephant traps 
for Labour - the Asylum Bill is a prime 
example - he is not going to be stupid 
enough to oblige them by jumping in. 

Times have changed since Jenkins’ 
day. Looking back at both Labour and 
Tory old manifestos, crime barely featured 
although it tops voters’ concerns. Many 
colleagues who are deeply liberal by 
instinct have had the sobering experience 
of confronting desperate Labour voters on 
estates plagued by marauding gangs of 
youths, unchecked by police or courts. 
What is “liberal’' about letting communi- 
ties of decent poor people suffer at their 
hands? 

In the end, though, we are left looking 
into his eyes, listening to the spaces 
between his words and guessing what 
kind of Home Secretary he will be. In the 
end, despite the necessary law-and-order 
sabre-rattling, it is probable that he will 
make a respectably liberal fist of iL After 
Howard, he wiU blow like a cool wind of 
reason through the fetid air of the Home 
Office corridors. He may not mean what 
some of his words seek to suggest, but he 
is a Wilsonian figure, delicately balancing 
reasonable freedom with reasonable con- 
cern about crime. 

Now does Tony Blair really mean what 
he says? Little of what be has said can be 
pinned on him. In one useful sound bite 
he is “the party of the family”, but with the 
next breath he explains this means prac- 
tical help for working mothers - so the 
magic coin “family values" is cleverly dis- 
played in a public place. 

The Hattersley tendency says Blab- 
means what he says. 

One says: “He is all of a piece and not 
pretending. He does quite like the idea of 
bad young men being marched about in 
camps. He has a passion about single par- 
ents and a genuine anxiety for the welfare 
of their disadvantaged children. Workfare 
appeals lo him because it is for the real 
moral good of the unemployed. He would 
play the Good Samarium, but would feel 
obliged to ask penetrating questions about 
whether the victim had contributed in 
some way to his plight.” 

There is little cynicism in Tbny Blair, it 
comes from the heart and that is what 
scares old liberals. They would rather 
believe this was all a clever electoral trick: 
once in power he will cast off his cloak and 
with one bound we shall all be free. But 
that Victorian moralism is deep-dyed. It 
demands a balance between rights and 
responsibilities, between individualism 
and community, between family and sex- 
ual liberty', discipline and freedom, fit this 
he talks not only to the electors, but 
to God. 
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For Tories, it’s a 
matter of opinion 

Brian Mawhinney (below), the Conser- 
vative Party chairman, has hired I CM to 
cany out opinion polls in the run-up to 
the election. Yon know, opinion polls, 
those things Tbries 
don’t believe in 
because they got it 
wrong last time. 
And doesn’t ICM 
sound familiar? 
Doesn't ICM do 
polls for the 
Guardian! Doesn’t 
it also use rival poll- 
ster NOP’s field force for face-to-fece 
interviews? And doesn’t NOP work for 

the Labour Party? “1 think they’ll use a 

different subcontractor for their Tbiy 
party work," says a well-placed source. 

I bear that some of the Tbiy campaign 
team preferred the presentation from 
Hams, the on ty other firm to pitchfor 
the work. The team included Sir Tim 
Bell, Margaret Thatcher’s fevourite PR 
man, Peter Gummer, another PR man 
and brother of the Environment Secre- 
tary, Charles Lewington, the new bead 
of communications at Conservative Cen- 
tral Office, and Tim Collins, his prede- 
cessor, now a lory candidate but retained 
as a consultant by Dr Mawhinney. 

Harris offered a new technique caUed 
trade-off analysis. This works by offer- 

inn interviewees choices between non- 

ideal scenarios”, such as higher taxes or 
worse schools. This was of course totally 
unrealistic because under the Tones 
you can have both. So Dr Mawhmney 
took the closely-guarded secret decision 

to hire ICM. .... rr*M 

But why them? Could it 
happens to use a tedmioue for adp« 

mg its polling figure? w ^,i?^/auv 
% duced the most pro-Tory results of any 

' of ffie main polling companies. 


tare and Health, three gentlemen from 
the “meat processing industry” were 
putting up a spirited defence, likening 
their work to that of the “medical pro- 
fession”. Bat it was their term for 
abattoir workers - the ebaps who 
chop up the carcasses - which showed 
their real mastery of news peak. They 
are not slaughterhouse workers, mats 
non . They are “meat engineers”. 
George Orwell, eat your heart out. So 
to speak. 


Current affairs and a 
talking princess 

I am a little bemused at Martin Bashir's 
Panorama interview with the Princess of 
Wales winning the Bafta prize for Best 
Talk Show. Talk show? Probing, incisive 
interview with great relevance to the con- 
stitution and niture of the monarchy, 
surely. There I was labouring under the 
delusion that Panorama might want to 







be considered in the best documentary 
category, or best factual series. But now 
we know. Ptmomma is in fact a talk show, 
with the biggest budget the BBC has ever 
given to a talk shew -Panorama's editor, 
Steve Hewlett, tells me: “It wasn't a talk 
show in the conventional sense, but it’s 
a big prize and we’re delighted.” If it 
realty was so keen to throw off its cur- 
rent affairs pedigree, then surety it 
should have entered the Princess of 
Wales interview under a more appro- 
priate category - best drama? Not quite. 
Best light entertainment? Almost. Best 
actress? Aaah. 
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Words to the slaughter 

Tire newspeak of Orwell's 19 **}g*h 
At the Select Committee on Agncol- 



Emma’s ’ere 

Who could foil to be impressed with the 
way Emma Thompson's accent at the 
Bafta awards had journeyed farther 
down the road towards Bow Has Emma 
(below), the proud winner of the Brfish 
film industry’s 'igh- 

esthacoobde, given 
in to mob pronun- 
ciation? Far from 
it, according to our 
friend the Profes- 
sor of Demotic Lin- 
guistics at the Uni- 
versity of Neasden. 

“The trained 
ear;” he told us, “can teD at once that 
Miss Thompson’s consonantal lacnna in 
the middle of the word "British' is a long 
way from being the glottal stop of a 
dropped *t\ Nor is it the preglottal Teu- 
tonic Verschhisslaut, so beloved of Mr 
Freddie Trueman in tbe opening aspi- 
ration of such words as ‘Ampshxre’. For 
her, the V in ‘British’ is not so much 
dropped as casualty cast aside in what 
we term Tlada CockneY and replaced by 
a gen tty articulated aBophone of a qual- 
ity that I have detected in only one other 
speaker.” 

He paused to give added effect to his 
final revelation. “I thinkyouTl find, if you 
listen careftilty” he said, “that the sound 
of Emma’s neo-Cocfcrayile T* is precisely 
the same glottal occlusion that comes 
between ‘an’ and the Bottomley ‘otel* ” 
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Italy turns left 
to normality 


■R 


je Cold War ended in Berlin in 1989, 
_ except in Italy, where it came to a 
dose early yesterday. The centre- left has 
won a famous general election victory 
whose symbolism outweighs the coali- 
tion’s lack of a clear majority in the leg- 
islative assembly. Since the Second World 
Wit, the “loss" of Italy to the Marxist left 
was a spectre that haunted the corridors 
of power, from the Vatican to the State 
Department in Washington. The remark- 
able performance of Communists in Ital- 
ian local government was one thing; they 
had to be kept out of Rome. 

No longer They have changed as the 
world has changed around them. Earlier 
this month President Bill Clinton said, in 
a throwaway remark, he could live with a 
left victory:*!! was as significant in its way 
as the Catholic bishops’ declaration of 
neutrality in the contest. What used to be 
Western Europe's strongest Communist 
Party’ now confronts power in a capitalist 
democracy, albeit shared with the tech- 
nocrats. bankers and industrialists who sit 
on the bushy branches of the centre-left's 
“Olive Tree” coalition. 

This is a further step in the delivery of 
Europe from the old politics of an era now 
over. Here, it cast a heavy shadow over 
the Eurosceptic assertion that an anti- 
EMU, anti-Brussels tide is running on the 
Continent. Of course the “European” 
dimension to politics in each of the mem- 
ber slates belies easy generalisation. Yet 
m Italy there is what is sadly lacking in this 
country, a broad and open agreement 
between left and right on how essential 
it is for both Italy as exporter and Italy the 
moderniser to deepen the Europeancon- 
nection . It is hard not to be impressed by 
the sense, south of the Alps, of how the 
European Union still rides the wave of the 
future. 

The Olive coalition has much mettle to 
prove. Everything depends on the Party of 
the Democratic Left, as the former Com- 
munists call themselves. Will Massimo 
D'Alema pull the trick so stylishly accom- 
plished a decade ago by Felipe Gonzalez 
m Spain and make the left, for a while at 
least, the natural party of government? 


According to Romano Prodi the Olive 
Tree’s Prime Minister- designate, the pro- 
ject is “capitalism tempered by public ini- 
tiative”. It remains to be seen whether that 
amounts to a recognition, now widely 
accepted by the left elsewhere, of the 
power of international money and mar- 
kets. One thing is for sure, in a country that 
has recently moved to abandon exchange 
controls, acceptance cannot be far off. 

Reforming the state's parlous finances 
will be vital if Italy is to meet the Maas- 
tricht criteria for economic and monetary 
union. The lira's recent appreciation 
against the German mark will not absolve 
the Italian government from making 
inroads into a public debt that is almost 
exactly twice what the Germans - and the 
markets - consider safe. In the election 
Romano Prodi found impressive amounts 
of common ground with SDvio Berlusconi 
over tax reform. But hacking through 
Italy's rank undergrowth of taxes will 
require Mr Prodi to see off interest 
groups, which may include entire regions. 

After fiscal reform, the priority is polit- 
ical and constitutional reform. Oa the 
good governance list are further privati- 
sation, the reform of corporate gover- 
nance (a Prodi speciality) and crime and 
corruption. The last two are related. The 
scandal of modern Italy remains the 
impoverishment of the south, and the con- 
tinuing potency of organised crime. This 
agenda of political reform will lest any 
government. 

Few Italian politicians have dean hands 
- even Mr Prodi has allegations hanging 
over his head. The hothouse of Roman 
politics is not suddenly going to cool. It 
is likely that, like many other Italian gov- 
ernments before, this one will suffer 
from scandals and splits. 

Yet that should not blind us to the his- 
torical import of the left's final accession 
to power. The regrouping and rise of the 
left must be healthy for Italian democracy. 
And what is good for Italy, a member of 
G7 and often (if the British government 
could ever do Euro-politics property) a 
British ally within the Union, is good for 
this countiy, too. 


Thank the banks 
for our tunnel 


T here is a rumour that Sir Alastair 
Morton, the chairman of Eurotunnel 
may be one of the last members of a lonely 
band of international socialists known as 
Trotskyites who stand outside shopping 
centres on a Saturday morning selling pro- 
paganda sheets and railing against the 
power of international banks. Sir Alastair 
has been far more successful in hitting 
international finance capital where is 
hurts than a century of angry Marxists. He 
has borrowed huge sums from the banks, 
between £8bn and £9bn is the latest esti- 
mate. Yesterday he confirmed what they 
already knew: that he would not be able 
to repay much if any of the interest, let 
alone the principal. 

Sir Alastair’s place in hisloiy is assured. 
Arrogant and domineering, with a huge 
appetite for rows, nevertheless he has got 
the tunnel built and operating without the 
taxpayer slumping up the money. There 
has always been a suspicion that Sir Alas- 
tair believed the important thing was to 
get the tunnel built; how it was paid for 
would be a side issue. 

It will not feel like a side issue for thou- 
sands of private investors who have lost 
tbeir money. One once fashionable bro- 
ker's theory was that the tunnel would be 


like a property investment: a large loss at 
the outset would be more than offset by 
steady rental income and a rise in the 
value of the asset Instead it has turned 
into a bottomless pit 

Many of the banks will rue the day they 
ever opened their doors to Sir Alastair, 
especially the hapless Japanese banks, 
who bought into the project mainly to 
please their political masters in Tokyo. 

The travelling public have good reason 
lo be happy. We have an excellent tunnel 
and more competition across the Chan- 
nel which is driving down prices. In the 
long run the symbolic and cultural value 
of the tunnel to European integration may 
be huge. 

We may yet pay however, if the calamity 
of the tunnel makes it more difficult to 
mobilise private finance for public invest- 
ment Private finance helps to inject cost 
discipline. Had the tunnel been built 
with public money the cost over-runs 
would have been far greater. And even- 
tually we will pay because the banks will 
find some way of passing on the costs. But 
for the moment we should sit back and 
bask in the wonder of Sir Alastair’s 
achievement of persuading the banks to 
buy us our wonderful new tunnel. 


1 say, now we are all middle class, why don’t you and Jane come round for a nice bottle of Chablis 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Lebanon; pawn in an endless war game 


Sir: I was interested to hear that 
on Monday 15 April Michael Por- 
tillo “would not regard the Israeli 
reaction as disproportionate”. 
From Thursday 11 April to Tues- 
day 16 April I was in Lebanon. I 
was in the home of a Lebanon 
family and had no answer to the 
tearful cry of their 14-year-old 
daughter/ “Why are they doing 
this to our countiy again?’’ 

I could only listen in silence to 
the lament of my friend as he 
faced hundreds of refugees seek- 
ing shelter in his school that was 
due to reopen for students the 
□ext day after the Easter holiday. 
And much of that listening was 
done in the dark as Israeli rock- 
ets had destroyed two power sta- 
tions in Beirut that had been 
rebuilt earlier this year after the 
expenditure of millions of pounds. 
1 stood in the Bekaa valley and 
watched Israeli warplanes circling 
overhead throughout the day, 
seeking their targets and watching 


their destruction - unchallenged, 
for Lebanon has no air force. 

This is not Lebanon’s war and 
Lebanon cannot stop it. The war 
mil only stop when me world puts 
enough pressure on Israel and 
Syria that they stop treating 
Lebanon as a pawn in their end- 
less war game and sort out tbeir 
differences around the table 
instead of through the buffer of 
an innocent people. I returned to 
Britain saddened at what I had 
seen and angered at the indif- 
ference of so many of the world's 
so-called superpowers. 

Maybe after the continuing 
slaughter, Much now includes the 
killing of UN soldiers and 
refugees who had taken shelter 
with them, the Israeli response wfll 
be seen for what it is,- dispro- 
portionate. But how much better 
if that had been the response of 
the world at the beginning. 

Richard Clark 
Broxbourne, Hertfordshire 


Sin Naomi Katz writes (letter, 
17 April) that “people have 
short memories”. There appears 
to be a tendency to forget that 
Israel was created without the 
consent of the Palestinian peo- 
ple who inhabited this region for 
centuries. Any person who set- 
tles in Israel should reasonably 
expect some measure of resis- 
tance from the Palestinians and 
groups sympathetic to their 
cause, as is the case with any 
invaded territory. Israel was cre- 
ated by sheer mib'taiy might 
and has continued to exist 
through this power. 

Alessandro Ansa 
Aston, 
Birmingham 

Sir: As long as the Jews are per- 
ceived as victims, peace and jus- 
tice will never be achieved in the 
Middle East. 

Yahya Sheikho 
Chester 


Green farm aid fails to add up 


No money to save 
heritage at risk 

Sir. English Heritage is to be 
applauded for its initiative in 
recording Buildings at Risk (pho- 
tograph, 18 April) and the major- 
ity of local authorities have now 
completed Buildings at Risk sur- 
veys. The scale of disrepair and 
neglect revealed by these is truly 
appalling. What is ironic is that 
English Heritage is now virtually 
withdrawing from all further 
Buildings at Risk grants, leaving 
local authorities throughout the 
land with an admirable collection 
of printouts but with no resources 
to tackle the problem. Surely this 
was not the point of the exercise. 

If English heritage cannot pro- 
vide these essential grants, can we 
hope that the rules for lottery 
funding will be changed to allow 
resources to be directed to (his 
most threatened part of our 
heritage? 

Kathryn Baird 
Publicity Officer 
Association of 
Conservation Officers 
Brighton, 
East Sussex 


Benefits outweigh bypass damage 


Sin Over the past 20 years nearly 
all the towns and many of the vil- 
lages on the A30 and A38 in 
Devon and Cornwall have been 
bypassed. The results refute 
most of the arguments of the 
Newbury protesters. The envi- 
ronmental impact has been 
acceptable even where it occurs 
in National Trust or National 
Park land. Nor have the bypasses 
become overloaded. Even the 
Plympion bypass out of Ply- 
mouth, now 20 years old, is still 
quite adequate despite being 
reduced from six to four lanes 
because of concrete cancer on a 
major bridge. 

There has been virtually no 
satellite or ribbon development 
on the bypasses. Both counties 
have a virtual emhargo on such 
development and the ministry 
has backed them up. Many of the 
towns freed from continuous 


heavy through traffic have greatly 
benefited. Ivybridge has been 
one of the fastest-developing 
towns in the countiy, not only as 
a commuter suburb of Plymouth 
but with much industrial devel 
opment of its own. So much so 
that last year BR reopened the 
station there that had been closed 
for many years. 

The benefit in cutting pollution 
has been equally dramatic. I can 
now drive from near Truro to 
Perth, Swansea, Dover or New- 
castle in economy fifth gear all 
the way, instead of grinding 
through towns having to use first 
and second gear. Even with the 
lower car population of 20 years 
ago I once took 12 hours from 
London to here, which now takes 
less than five. 

WK Stead 
Falmouth, 
Cornwall 


Post letters to Letters to the 
Editor; and include a daytime 
telephone number. (Fax: 0171- 
293 2056; e-mail; letters®' 
independenLro.uk) Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity 


All in favour of black sweaters, say ‘aye’ 


T he arrival in London from Bris- 
tol of the play Twelve Angry Men 
must have come as a surprise to all 
those who knew only the great film 
Starring Henry Fonda and hadn't 
realised that this courtroom drama 
also had a life as a play. Thcv will be 
even more surprised ro learn that 
{here is an even more obscure play 
called Twelve Angry Young Men which 
has never been revived or filmed. 

In an effort to revive interest in this 
lost masterpiece, I am bringing you an 
extract today and hope it may whet 
someone's appetite, ladies and gen- 
tlemen, Twelw Angry Young Men. 

Vie scene is set in a small coffee house 
in the 1950s. Sitting around, angrily try- 
ing to make a cup of espresso last as 
long as possible, arc such young men 
as Kingsley Amis. John Wain, etc. 
John Wain: God. I'm angry! 

John Osborne: Have a biscuit. then. 
Wain: Not hungry- angry! Aren't you 
angry? 

Osborne: Yes. But mostly with my 
mother. 

John Braine: I’m angry too. God, Tm 
angry! 

Alan SilKtoe; Call yourself angry’? You 
haven't seen angriness till you've 
seen me! 

Whin: The word is “'anger'’, Alan. If 
you’re going to be angry and young 



MILES KINGTON 


and a man, you might as well get your 
grammar right. 

SOU toe: I don’t care about your south- 
ern grammar! You can sell out if you 
like, Wainl You sicken me! You cap 
talk proper and end up in Oxford if 
you Eke! Tm northern and I’m angry! 
Braine: Northern? Do you call Not- 
tingham northern? That looks like the 
bloody Midlands from Bradford, 
where I come from! 

Kingsley Amis; Listen, lads, we’ll 
never get anywhere if we bicker and 
fight. This is all very angry, but we’re 
only being angry with each other. 
We're here for a purpose. 

Braine: And what is that purpose, O 
posh one? 

Amis: What do vou mean, u O posh 
one"? 

Rraine ] mean, you've got a poncy 
Christian name, ie Kingsley, you write 
poncy rhyming verse, you write poncy 
middle-class books, you like poncy 


traditional jazz and you don't smell 
like an angry young man to me. 
Amis; Oh, come on! Lucky Jim was a 
very angry novel Picture Post said so. 
Braine* Angry, my arse. Jim Dixon was 
about as angry as a National Service- 
man who finds the pubs have just shut. 

At this moment the door opens and 
Kenneth Tynan looks in. 

Tynan: Hi there, you angry young 
things! Anyone finished any plays 
today that I can take away and plug? 
Osborne: Piss off! 
lynan: I like it! Keep the anger up! 
He pisses off. 

Amis: Listen, everybody, this is get- 
ting nowhere. I propose we have a 
vote. All those in favour of being 
angry? All those against? Right, that’s 
1 1 for being angry ... and me against, 
Arnold Wesker: Bloody hell! There's 
always one, isn't there? Always one 
smart ass who thinks who knows bet- 
ter. Tell us. Kingsley, why you aren’t 
angry - ? 

Amis: Because one day I want to grow 
up. I want to haw prizes for mv nov- 
els and have my collected fetters 
published. 1 want to join the Garrick 
and write about wine seriously ... 
Colin Wilson: You’ll be telling us you 
want a knighthood next. 

Amis; Too bleeding right, mate. 
Whin: May I just say something? 
Amis: Yes. John? 


Whim I want to change my vote to 
non-angry. Kingsley has a good point. 
Amis: That's 10-2. 

Shelagh Delaney: I don't believe it! 
This is crazy! We met to decide how 
to develop our anger and now we're 
even going back on that! 

Amis: I didn't know there were any 
women presenL Since when have we 
started Jetting girls be Angry Young 
Men? 

Delaney; How dare you! Come on, 
Arnold! I'm not standing op for this 
a moment longer! Let's go and start 
the Kitchen Sink Drama movement 
Amis: Take Braine with you. He can 
write Room at the Tap for you! 
Braine: Listen, you nerd ... 

A figfft breaks out, and Braine and 
Amis are separated, fairly easily, by 
Colin Wilson and John Osborne. 
Wilson: I don’t know about the rest 
of you, but I’m an angry young man 
because it’s easier to dress that way. 
A black sweater is all you need. 
Wain: And a copy of Existentialism 
Made Easy For Children in English. I 
don't believe you've ever read Sartre 
at alL I don't think you're even angiy. 
Wilson: You’re right. I’m just bored. 
1 want lo change my vote to non-angry 
and get out of here ... 

Etc, etc, etc, until Act Two, when 
Kenneth lynan comes back and finds 
everyone has gone. 


Higher taxes can 
still be good value 

Sir You say (leading article, 16 
April) that we should see paying 
tax as a duty or obligation. To me 
it is the same as any other per- 
sonal expenditure - to satisfy a 
want. In the same way that I pur- 
chase food, clothing and the 
other necessities of life I want to 
purchase my share of a first- 
class education system, a com- 
prehensive health service, good 
public transport, social security 
provision and all the other pub- 
lic services of a civilised society. 
Furthermore, 1 am quite pre- 
pared to pay more than I do at 
present for these desirable com- 
modities. 7t goes without saying 
that I expect them to be provided 
efficiently, whether by the public 
or private sector. 

AC Dale 
S alisbury 


Unfair to cowboys 

Sir The vilification of cowboys 
(“Classroom Cowboys”, letter, 
17 April) has gone on for far too 
long and it is high time it came to 
an end - just imagine the uproar 
there would be had you referred 
to “classroom shepherds". The 
derogatory use of the job descrip- 
tion “cowboy’’ must surely con- 
travene one or other of the many 
pieces of recent legislation - equal 
opportunities or race relations? 
And another thing, should it not 
be “cowperson"? 

Maurice Morgan 
Huddersfield, 
West Yorkshire 


Sin Do organic fanners get a raw 
deal on subsidy? (Comment, 9 
April). Let me give the example 
of a 34- acre field on our farm. 

The field was in arable crop- 
ping in December 1991; that 
makes it eligible for arable aid. 
Because it was in crops it obvi- 
ously earned no livestock quota. 
For the farmer using chemicals 
this field could continue in arable 
crops and therefore continue to 
receive arable aid. Using organic 
methods it is not possible to keep 
it tn continuous exploitative crop- 
ping; after three years of cereals 
we had to return it to four years 
of grass and clover to rebuild fer- 
tility, but that means livestock - 
something not economical with- 
out quota. Other suitable fields 
cannot be swapped with this one 
because they are not eligible for 
arable aid. We have no surplus 
quota. Having already lowered 
our stocking to become organic, 
our quota was based on reduced 
numbers. 

If we abandoned organic meth- 
ods (after 22 years) and used 
sprays and fertilisers on this field 
we would receive between 
£108.12 and £210.59 per acre or 
£3,676 and £7,160 per annum 
depending on the crop we chose 
- a potential £28,640 over the 
four years. 

I am sure the current subsidy 
system was not conceived to 
penalise organic fanners. But 


because those who drew it up 
knew or thought little about the 
technical aspects of organic pro- 
duction. the end result is that we. 
and most organic farmers, are 
losing ouL 

Richard Young 
Broadway, Worcestershire 

Sir: It is wrong to say lhat 
“organic farming relies on the use 
of organic fertilisers’’ (“Go 
organic? Let us spray 10 
April). Organic farming relies 
on sustaining the fertility of the 
soil by enhancing and stimulat- 
ing mioobial activity and encour- 
aging the presence of humus. Of 
course animal manures play a 
vital part but, since organic farm- 
ing by definition is rotational, the 
manures are normally produced 
on the farm as part of the oper- 
ation, and not brought in from 
outside. 

Organic fanners everywhere 
are closely La touch with their cus- 
tomers; and the proliferation of 
“vegbox schemes" which supply 
organic food that is really fresh 
at low prices to all sorts of house- 
holds, has been one of the most 
exciting changes in food market- 
ing in recent years, and is driving 
the introduction of new schemes 
to make more land available for 
the production of the increased 
supplies that are needed. 

Hilary Jonhs 

Egerton, Kent 


Iraqi opposition 
denies bombings 

Sir We refer to Patrick Cock- 
burn’s article “Clinton backed 
Baghdad bombers" (26 March ). 
Before offering this reply, we 
had to review the two versions of 
the video 0m on which Mr Cock- 
burn based his article. 

The story is a cheap attempt by 
those who produced the video 
and passed additional misinfor- 
mation to Mr Cockburn to 
defame the Iraqi National 
Accord and its leadership. We 
wonder if Mr Cockburn has any 
additional evidence, apart from 
a video made ty an unidentified 
person who goes under the pseu- 
donym of Abu Amneh al- 
Khadami. The harsh living con- 
ditions in Iraqi Kurdistan push 
many people to desperate mea- 
sures to survive. The production 
of this video is one such example. 

Most of the video is taken up 
by innuendoes about who paid 
whom and how much is owed to 
him for his imaginary services. 
THiosc who understand Iraqi 
dialect would notice that Mr 
Khadami states that Al-Wifaq 
(Iraqi National Accord) has no 
capability of making bombs and 
have not been involved in any 
operation inside Iraq. He claims 
that he and his team alone are 
capable of perpetrating such 
acts. 

Mr Khadami has never been a 
member of DMA, and we have not 
at any time, neither do we intend 
now to enter into any bombing 
campaign or activities that might 
endanger the life of innocent 
civilian Iraqis. If Mr Kadharni was 
involved in a bombing campaign 
in Baghdad or Mosul then it 
must have been on behalf of 
other organisations. 

Who produced hundreds of 
copies of the video For distribu- 
tion in Iraq Kurdistan, and who 
produced over 2,000 copies in 
Holland and posted them to 
JW* ! n toe UK. Europe and 
UbA? We believe this is a well- 
^heslralcd campaign against 
the INA and its leaders. 

. SA Shaikhly 
Iraqi National Accord 
London SW2 


Dummies for 
brilliant babies 

Sir: The apparent connection 
between dummies and low IQ 
(report, 19 April) is susceptible to 
a simple explanation. Until 
recently, dummies were regarded 
as unhygienic and 'teeth- 
defomung, setting up expecta- 
"s instant gratification in the 
child and a lazy expedient for the 
mother. Thus, only stupid moth- 
ers gave them to their babies. 
Such mothers might reasonably 
be expected to produce a higher 
number of low- IQ children. Now 
that dummies have been ren- 
dered respectable by the child- 
care gurus, and are given to tbeir 
babies by highly intelligent pn>- 
iessional women, it would nor be 
surprising to find, in 20 years' 
time, that such babies had higher 
IQ scores than others. 

Doraine Potts 
Oxford 

Sir: My son has an honours 
m English and philosophy, 
an MA in English and m his spare 
time is studying for a master's in 
media studies. 

If only I hadn’t let him suck a 
dummy, who knows the heights 
to which he would have risen. 

Margaret Wakeljng 
Rickmansworth, 
Hertfordshire 


Lakeland haiku 

Sin Further to the discussion of 
haiku (Letters, 18 April), it j$ 
worth noting that Wordsworth 
teed ffie 5-7-5 syllable form in the 
two known Lakeland examples. 

Sheep in Grasmere Vile 

Suffer intimations of 

Immortality 

Hetvellyn looks big 

From the far off lake: up dose 

It looks bloody huge 

. Afforsucha promisiDcstart.it 

is a pity he never continuecLbut 
he never say in 17 syl- 
lables what he could say in iTq, 

..... Glyn Matthews 
Windermere, Cumbria 
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Why one man’s beef is good for us all 

James Goldsmith’s call for a referendum on Europe highlights the gap between people and politicians 


W hy is Sir James Goldsmith like 
a mad cow? The answer is that 
both are pushing the argument about 
European integration out of the Tory 
party and into the consciousness of 
the nation as a whole. The anli-Con- 
servaiive referendum campaign and 
popular anger over the beef ban arc 
breaking open Eurosceplic politics. 
From now on. they represent some- 
thing that will have to be resolved by 
the people, rather Lhan simply by the 
government whips' office. 

This is good news, though it mav 
not feel that way for many decent, 
pro-European politicians. T*be beef 
industry, like the plight of the British 
fishing fleet, is one of those issues that 
generally has negative chattering class 
appeal. Among the metropolitan 
political dlite it is a Iow-intcrcsi sub- 
ject; it can leap briefly to the (op of 
the political agenda when a public 
health disaster seems possible, but 
then it sinks away. It has none of the 
perennial interest of. say, John 
Major's relations with Kenneth 
Clarke. 

Away from Westniinsler, however, 
it looms very large indeed. It interests 
people and affects them in a basic 
way. It is just the son of issue that, 
coming at a critical moment, can 
change national perceptions about 
politics. 

Dissident politicians can bang on 
for ever about Maastricht, or the 
sovereignty of Parliament or the Sin- 
gle European Act. and fail to stir the 
vast uninierest of middle Britain. Bui 
beef bans and the possibility of retal- 
iation against French apples, or wine, 
or whatever, rouses instant atten- 
tion. It twists the lion's tail. It raises 
old, half-dead devils. 


In some ways this is regrettable. It 
smacks of populism and illogic. 
Should we really he blaming Euro- 
pean commissioners, rather than 
our own standards on the use of ani- 
mal feed and pesticides, for what 
happened to beef farms? The Com- 
mon Fisheries Policy has damaged 
the interests of trawler crews and 
coastal towns around Britain; but the 
shortage of Atlantic and North Sea 
fish has more to do with a technol- 
ogy that has grown loo good for its 
own good. 

Yet our national fright when ihe 
BSE stoty first broke has been quickly 
replaced by national outrage at the 
European ban that followed it. A pub- 
lic health story has jumped the jour- 
nalistic species-barrier tci become a 
story about European integration. It 
is as if our emotional reaction to the 
fear of brain-roiling meal has been 
transferred. Though ihis was a nighl- 
mare hatched at home, already the 
blame has been shifted, and the direc- 
tion of the shift is significant. 

Nor is the shift occurring only on 
the right of politics. Hear the Oxford 
councillor John Power. a Labour 
man, on the need for the town to sus- 
pend its twinning links wiih Bonn, 
Leiden and Grenoble, as reported by 
Oxford's student paper: “The 
destruction of our beef industry is 
being carried out with malice by our 
so-called European partners. So what 
is the point of our country pledging 
peace, friendship and co-operation 
with these cities?” 1 cite this not to sin- 
gle Mr Power out for mockery - 
though he deserves to be mocked - 
but because he says what many think. 

If post-war European politics has 
been about trying to outgrow 



A politics that forgets 
jobs and democracy is 
dangerous stuff 


mankind's old habit of blaming the 
strange -vowel led folk next door for 
local failures, then all this stuff about 
beef and fish is mere regression. For 
nearly half a century, smooth politi- 
cians and diplomats have been trying 
lo calm this savage spirit. 

But the island tnbes have their 
truth, too. In ihis case, if the proposal 
is that authority should be passed lo 
a supranational level, in order to 
achieve greater prosperity, but with- 
out a difficult democratic argument 
first, then Britain may be the first 
country to say no. But we will not be 
the last. 

Enter Sir James Goldsmith, stage 
right, ice-blue eyes alight, demanding 
a referendum on “who governs 
Britain?" He don't want to fight, but. 
by jingo, if he do, he has the men, he 
has the £20 m and he has the mani- 
festo. too. 

Except, of course, that he does want 
to fight. Having had the opportunity 
lo talk and argue with him about free 


trade, I have no illusions about his 
capacity. Mocked, feared and reviled 
by some, he is a man of huge energy 
and serious intelligence. Like many 
business tycoons, it is not a reflective 
intelligence, but a focused, passionate 
one. His mind is less a library than an 
armoury - a gleaming fact-bunker, 
bang up to date and stocked for 
offensive operations. 

He seems determined to help split 
the Tory parly and grab his place in 
history as someone who forced the 
European issue into the forefront of 
a general election- As a protectionist 
and an environmentalist, he makes 
odd company for almost all the Tory 
right. Government ministers splutter 
incoherently about Ihe outrage of Sir 
James as a rich man trying to buy his 
way into a political argument. So, they 
are against opinionated billionaires all 
of a sudden? What about the guys 
who fund their party and their 
careers? 

Sir James, meanwhile, is lucky’ in his 
Liming: the Government is flailing des- 
perately and under terrible internal 
pressure from its dissident national- 
ists. Their would-be leader, John 
Redwood, is to talk about a referen- 
dum with Goldsmith. The Chancellor, 
Kenneth Darke, is already being vin- 
dicated in his misgivings' about the 
ratcbet-cffcct of conceding a limited 
referendum (on the single currency) 
and then being put under pressure to 
go further. 

But the current “pro-European" 
and “anti -Europe an" positions on 
the referendum question are almost 
entirely the wrong way round. If the 
question is asked Goldsmith's way, as 
a straightforward pro-EU or anti-EU 
choice, then Britain remains likelier 


to go for integration than full inde- 
pendence. But then. Sir James was 
always brilliant-daft. 

What of Britain’s pro-EU politi- 
cians who mostly want to negotiate a 
new political order for Europe that 
involves sharing power and decisions 
while retaining ultimate sovereignty 
(the right to say no) with the old 
nations? They have nothing to lose by 
a referendum - or, indeed, by further 
referendums in the future. It has been 
the covert and elitist nature of the EU 
project that has always been its most 
offensive aspect. Without an 
emphatic popular mandate, regu- 
larly renewed, these schemes are 
doomed. 

The pro-referendum movement 
may be misguided in its nationalist 
optimism, but it deserves support in 
principle from all good democrats. 
And in the end. it is no good com- 
plaining about populist anger over the 
beef ban. or Lhe partial destruction of 
the British fishing industry. Political 
integration will never eradicate strong 
local feelings or competition for mar- 
kets and resources. To treat these as 
the Old Adam, an ancient European 
failing which can be healed by direc- 
tives from commissioners, is a fatal 
failure of imagination. 

Better by far to recognise the beef 1 
row as a useful warning of things to 
come - under any system - and read 
its message now. If politicians have 
been shocked by the combination of 
the referendum campaign and the 
beef crisis, the shock has been salu- 
tary. A politics that forgets the basics 
- jobs and democracy - is dangerous 
stuff. Sir James, the reviled outsider, 
is wrong about many things. But he is 
right about that. 


An olive branch to democracy 

The triumph of the Olive Tree coalition could herald a more stable era in Italian politics, says Andrew Gumbel 


T he victory may not have been over- 
whelming and the road ahead may 
still be rocky, but the Italian centre- 
left’s winning vote suggests the begin- 
ning of a new era. The triumph of the 
left after 50 years of exclusion from 
national government proves that the 
country is finally coming to terras 
with the normal rules of Western 
democracy, whereby power alternates 
from one main bloc to another. 

Romano Prodi and his Olive Tree 
coalition will not have a free run, 
since they won an absolute majority 
only in the Senate, the upper house 
of parliament. In the Chamber of 
Deputies, they will have to rely on the 
co-operation of either the far-left 

Italy stands a real 
chance of dispensing 
with its cycle of 
corrupt coalitions 

Rifondazione Com unis La, with whom 
they had an electoral pact but almost 
no policy points in common, or the 
Northern League, the volatile sepa- 
ratist movement which cashed in on 
a massive protest vote in Lombardy 
and the region around Venice. But if 
they can negotiate a viable modus 
vivendi, Italy stands a real chance of 
dispensing with its unvarying cycle of 
unstable governments and corrupt 
cross-party coalitions. 

The new government’s first and 
most important task will be to prepare 
Italy for Europe, streamlining the 
state apparatus to bring the country’s 
r unaw ay public debt under contra) and 
to restructure the overcomplicated, 
much abused tax system. But Mr 
Prodi has also promised to open nego- 
tiations with the opposition on insti- 
tutional reform, including a new elec- 
toral law to replace Italy’s mes^ 
hybrid of proportional representa- 
tion and first-past-the-post. 

What form the new system will take 
is not clear - there is talk of copying 
the American system, the French sys- 
tem, the German system, even the 



Supporters of the centre-left Olive Tree celebrate at a rally in Rome 


British system - but Mr Prodi and his 
allies understand they have an historic 
opportunity. Theirs will be the 55th 
government since the Second World 
War, maintaining the average of 
almost one every 10 months: a new 
electoral law might require a 56th to 
take office before the end of the mil- 
lennium, but thereafter it is in every- 
one’s interests - the opposition’s 
included - to close the revolving door 
for good 

Italy’s chronic instability has been 
due to two factors: the need to prevent 
any retain to dictatorship after the 
defeat of Fascism, and Italy’s key role 
in the Cold ttfcr. The first Jed to a con- 
stitution so overladen with checks 
and balances that no government 


could ever last, while the second 
blocked Lhe Italian Communist party, 
the largest left-wing force in the coun- 
try, from participating in national 
government. 

For decades there was a kind of 
organised chaos, with the Christian 
Democrats remaining in the driving 
seat, but with efficient government for- 
ever impeded by shifting alliances 
and factional bickering within the rul- 
ing party. Instead of alternating power 
blocs. Italy was lumbered with 
"tmsformismo" - an elegant word to 
describe the inelegant opportunism, 
back-scratching and favour-seeking 
that motivated parties and factions to 
switch allegiances at the drop of a hat 
for short-term political advantage. 


Photograph: Paolo Cocco/Re uters 

In many ways, this was a prolonged 
version of what France went through 
under the Fourth Republic. But 
France managed to rewrite its consti- 
tution amidst the chaos of the Alger- 
ian war, and achieved the normality of 


Mitterrand brought the left to power 
in 1981. 

Italy, by contrast, muddled on 
through the end of the Cold War, the 
break-up of its Communist party into 
the mainstream PDS and the irre- 
dentist Rifondazione Comunista and 
- eventually - Lhe collapse of the gov- 
erning parties under the weight of 
their own corrupt contradictions in the 
early 1990s. 

The years since have been fraught 


with false starts and renewed insta- 
bility. The new electoral system, 
approved by referendum in!993, only 
increased the number of parties in par- 
liament, and it failed to provide a 
durable working majority when Ihe 
media tycoon Silvio Berlusconi swept 
into power at the head of a new con- 
servative coalition in March 1994. 

Mr Berlusconi 7 s victory was hailed 
as a new beginning, a Thatcherite rev- 
olution in the making and the birth of 
a new political animal, the entrepre- 
neur as leader. But Mr Berlusconi was 
steeped in the old system, owing much 
of his success to his friendship with the 
now disgraced Socialist Party leader 
Bettino Craxi; and in his brief period 

One can envisage 
a new moderate left 
and a new moderate 
right evolving 


in office he vigorously pursued his own 
interests rather than the country’s. 

The Berlusconi phenomenon now 
looks like an aberration, not a new 
start. The man himself is on trial for 
tax fraud and faces further judicial 
investigation into his business prac- 
tices. It seems safe to predict that the 
next few years will see a realignment 
on the right, with moderate voters of 
Mr Berlusconi's Forza Italia parly 
coalescing around a new leader and 
the reformed neo-fascist National 
Alliance pushed back to the fringes. 

Mr Prodfs Olive Tree coalition is 
essentially an anti-Berlusconi alliance 
rather than a true force of the left - it 
includes, for example, the free- 
marketeermg Lamberto Dini, the out- 
going prime minister. But if institu- 
tional and electoral reforms go 
through as planned, one can envisage 
a new left and a new moderate right 
evolving out of the present blocs, in 
time for the next election, and a 
durable two-party system taking shape. 
The modernisation of Italy and the 
stability of its parliamentary democ- 
racy will depend on it. 


How local heroes can cost the Treasury dear 

The Government is missing a few billion. It’s overlooking an obvious suspect, says David Nicholson-Lord 


I f Kenneth Darke and his team 
from the Treasury want an expla- 
nation for Britain’s vanishing tax rev- 
enues, they could do worse than 
examine chaos theory. This holds 
that the flexing of a butterfly’s wings 
in China can, eventually, create a 
storm in New York- The smallest of 
actions, in other words, can influence 
the largest of events - general elec- 
tions for instance. 

The disclosure last week that Uie 
Government has over-run its borrow- 
ing target by about £3 bn, seriously h™ - 
iting its scope for pre-election tax cuts, 
prompted another search for suspects 
■I — tax-fiddling corporations, the growth 
of low-income sett-employment, the 
black economy. Yet, of the fastest- 
Browing and most fascinating bit of the 
new tax-resistant economy, virtually 
nothing was heard - a strange omis- 
sion indeed, since it promises m the 
long nm to be of far greater impor- 
tance, not least to government ana its 
management of national finances. 


On Saturday, the Sustainable Agri- 
culture Food and Environment 
Alliance (Safe) is bolding a confer- 
ence in London to discuss a large and 
diffuse range of grassroots initiatives 
that have largely escaped the attention 
of policymakers and pundits. These 
range from credit muons to food co- 
operatives and involve significant 
numbers of people - hundreds of 
thousands. They take as their starting 
point the perception that the big, tax- 
yielding economy run by the state and 
its allies in business has lost its way. 

The Safe conference will look, for 
example, at bow communities can bol- 
ster the “local food economy" - usu- 
ally by cutting out the middleman 
(ie supermarket) and restoring direct 
links between food producers and 
consumers. This includes farmers’ 
markets (popular in the US and now 
starting in Britain), new consumer co- 
operatives (Oat of This World, a 
green supermarket chain, opened its 
first store last November and plans 12 


by the end of 1997) and the humble 
veggje-box - organic produce brought 
to your doorstep by a local grower. 

But the Nineties have also seen a 
mushrooming of other self-help ini- 
tiatives. The number of credit unions 
- highly localised, co-operative lend- 
ing institutions - has tripled: they now 
have around 140,000 members. There 
are an estimated 400 local exchange 
trading systems (Lets), in which peo- 
ple barter skills and products through 
cashless currencies. Community busi- 
nesses and co-operatives have 
boomed: there are over 1,100, com- 
pared with a handful 20 years ago. 

Modi of this activity has ils roots in 
wider changes in employment and the 
economy. But to see It as merely part 
of the growth of self-employment or 
the black economy is to miss its sig- 
nificance - not least the radical chal- 
lenge it poses, in the name of a new, 
informal local economic order, to 
the global economy. 

In environmental terms and energy 



use the global economy is highly inef- 
ficient. Why bring Granny Smith 
apples 14,000 .miles from New 
Zealand when we can grow them our- 
selves? Within the UK, we are eating 
roughly the same amount of food as 
15 years ago -yet it travels 50 per cent 
further to arrive at its destination. The 
increase in “food miles" adds to pol- 
lution and packaging, means more 
chemical preservatives are used and 
puts small producers out of business. 

While growing and buying locally 
makes for more sense, it will not be 
welcome to the Exchequer, since the 
cost of creating and cleaning up pol- 
lution generated by food miles counts 
as gross national product or eco- 
nomic “growth", and thus yields tin 
revenues. Nor do Lets commend 
themselves to the Treasury, since no 
money changes hands and there is no 
income to tax. The quality of life of 
those taking part may have improved 
- many' Lets participants speak in 
glowing terms of the neigfrbourliness 




and self-esteem they have rediscov- 
ered -but quality of life is not taxable. 

If one aim of such grassroots ini- 
tiatives is to generate “sodal" wealth, 
another is local economic autonomy. 
Research is showing just how much 
money leaks out of local economies 
into the coffers of big, distant business. 
An estimated 80 per cent of super- 
market takings are lost to the com- 
munity: suppose this was recycled 
into local jots? 

Such thinking may herald the emer- 
gence of a remodelled pre-industrial 
economy in which economic power 
drains away from the nation-state 
into a network of towns, cities and 
regions. Such a prospect is still a long 
way off - but when butterflies flex 
their wings, the world (chancellors 
included) had better watch out. 

For details of Saturday's conference, 
'Action on Food Miles - strategies for 
a local food economy ", contact Safe 
Alliance on 0171 8255660. 


Taking the fizz 
out of Oddbins 

Anthony Rose laments the 
possible loss of an innovator in 
quality high-street wine 


O ddbins up for sale. Again. 

Not for lhe first time, 
rumours that parent company 
Seagram have decided to divest 
themselves of their innovative 
and popular high street chain 
have drawn the now predictable 
tight-lipped response - “it’s 
only speculation" - from Wim- 
bledon head office. This time 
the rumours are hotter than 
ever, with names such as 
Greenalls, Cellars and Tesco 
among the most favoured front- 
runners. 

With only 21 1 shops nation- 
wide. Oddbins is a mere sprat 
compared to the mighty 
Thresher and Victoria Wine 
chains with over 1,500 stores 
apiece. Yet it has become a 
byword for an unequalled range 
of quality wines and the entfau- 
| siaslic service offered by its 
laid-back staff. An Oddb ins-less 
high street might represent a 
short-term victory for the bean 
counters, but a cheerless wake 
for the modem era of fun and 
innovation in wine. 

Oddbins was founded in 1 963 
by the eccentric entrepreneur 
Ahmed Pochee, a now leg- 
endary wine trade figure still 
occasionally sighted wheeler- 
dealing his way through the 
cash and carries of Britain. In 
the days of brewezy brands and 
basic claret, Pochee and his 
kindred spirit, Brian Barnett of 
Augustus Barnett, took maxi- 
mum advantage of the end of 
Resale Price Maintenance. 

Slashing profit margins to 
the bone, they bounced out 
the traditional stockholding, 
high-margin middleman, ship- 
ping 100-odd cases of wine 
from here, there and every- 
where straight to store. Ill- 
assorted jumbles of wines 
spilling out of barrels onto 
wooden floors typified a wel- 
come new, customer-friendly 
approach to wine retailing. 

When the old Peter 
Dominies and Augustus Bar- 
netts were swallowed up by 
corporate predators, the pur- 
chase of Oddbins’ 54 stores by 
the spirits giant Seagram for 
£3.6m in 1984 seemed to usher 
in the end of an exciting era of 
expansion and innovation, ha 
fact it was just the beginning. By 
having the foresight to give its 
globetrotting buyers carte 
blanche. Seagram maintained 
Oddbins’ spirit of indepen- 
dence-cum-iun. 

When Australia was poised 
to make its entrance onto the 
UK stage, Oddbins took fuj] 
advantage. So much so that by 
last year, Australia accounted 
for 40 per cent of Oddbins’ 
sales - hence the pun “Ozbins" 
put out by jealous rivals. Odd- 
bins can take credit for leading 


where others have followed, 
not just in the Australia- 
inspired wine revolution, but in 
Chilean and in Californian 
wine, the latter a particularly 
tough nut to crack given its rel- 
atively high prices. 

Against the general down- 
market trend, Oddbins has con- 
sistently held out against cut- 
ting quality comers. The chain's 
buyers, led bv the indefatigable 
John Ratcliffe and Steve 
Daniel, gleefully trod heavily on 
the toes of the independent 
wine trade when, three years 
ago, they took the highly suc- 
cessful gamble of offering cus- 
tomers a range of upper crust 
1992 white burgundies. The 
cachet extends to malt whiskies 

With its anarchic 
Ralph Steadman 
image, Oddbins 
has set the tone 


and a thicket of traditional 
British and premium imported 
beers and lagers. 

The big brewery-owned 
chains have followed suit with 
their own Oddbins-style chains. 
Thresher's Wine Rack and flag- 
ship Bottoms Up stores, Vic- 
toria Wine's new upmarket Cel- 
lars and Greenalls’ Wine Cellar 
are all responses to the Odd- 
bins culture of innovation. And 
Oddbins' six Fine Wine Stores, 
selling parcels of fine, exclusive 
wines, too small to go into the 
211 high street stores, have 
become well established. 

Despite the image of youth- 
ful anarchy, Oddbins claims 
that its customers number “any- 
one and everyone". The Lon- 
don and the South orientation 
suggests the relatively well- 
heeled. Value for money is in 
fact a major criterion, but 
unlike the typical supermarket 
Frascati -purchaser in search of 
the inoffensive, Oddbins' cus- 
tomers are customers with atti- 
tude. If they’ve bought a bottle 
and liked it, they are just as 
likely to go back and look for 
new and exciting flavours as to 
stick with it. 

Competitors might be 
expected to be laughing into 
their designer beers at Oddbins' 
current discomfort, but the 
more realistic among them 
recognise that the loss of Odd- 
bins would make the world of 
wine a poorer place. With its 
unstufiy ambience and anarchic 
Ralph Steadman image, Odd- 
bins has set Lhe tone and stan- 
dard of the modern off-licence. 
Its loss would be nobody's gain. 




WWF IS WORKING HARD TO SAVE 


Here's how to give us extra financial 
help — at no extra cost to von — 
wWHWt endangering your own finances! 

Simpty switch to the WWF Visa Card: 

• No annual fee 

• Lowpurchase Interest rate — just 1&996APR 
(variable) 

• Pay off existing borrowing at only 1&9K/UPR, 
fixed for six months 

Plus, WWF receives a royalty when you takeout 
your caid and ongoing donations every time you use 
ftforpiffchases— at no extra cast to you. That's 
extra cash we tan use to save endangered speeds. 

You don’t need to be a WWF supporter to apply. 
So send the coupon fo r your FREE information 
pack, or call the FREEPHONE number. 

0800 77 62 62 
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Baby Bells plan £15bn merger after US deregulation 
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DAVID USBORNE 

New York 


.Two telephone Baty Bells. Bell 
Atlantic and Nvnex. yesterday 
announced plans to combine 
forces in the biggest telecom- 
munications merger ever seen 
In America. The deal, which still 
faces the scrutiny of share- 
holders and of federal and 
state-level regulators, would be 
worth almost S23bn l£l5bnl. 


making it the second-biggest 
merger of any kind in US cor- 
porate history, after the 1989 
takeover of RJR Nabisco by 
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts for 
S26.4bn. 

The new company, to be 
called Bell Atlantic and based 
in New York, would be the sec- 
ond-largest telecommunications 
company in the US behind 
AT&T and the founh-biggest 
world-wide. It would have a 


global workforce of 133,000 
employees and boast combined 
revenues, based on 1995 figures, 
of $27.8bn. 

The way for the merger was 
opened by the passage through 
the US Congress two months 
ago of a sweeping telecommu- 
nications deregulation bill that 
lifts many of the barriers to com- 
petition between long-distance 
and local telephone providers 
and cable companies. 


By combining, the companies 
hope to contend with new com- 
petition in their local markets 
and to break into the lucrative 
long-distance sector, both in the 
US and internationally. To- 


partnerabip in the world,” 
Roland Smith, the chairman of 
Bdi Atlantic, declared at a 
news conference. “This a meag- 
er of equals in every sense of the 
word.” 


gether, they cover an area Under the deal, Mr Smith, 58, 
densely populated by business will run the new Bell Atlantic 
and private customers, from for the first year, after which 


Maine to Vir ginia and taking in 
cities such as New York, Wash- 
ington DC and Philadelphia. 
“This is the most natural 


control will begin to transfer to 
Ivan Seidenbeig, 49, the chair- 
man of Nynex. 

The Baby Bells were created 


in 3984 when the US govern- 
ment forced the break-up of the 
old AT&T - or Ma Bell. Until 
this month, there were seven 
Bells across the US. With this 
deal and the $16.7bn fusion an- 
nounced two months ago be- 
tween Telesis Pacific of 
California and SBC Commu- 
nications, the number is set to 
decline to five. 

Analysts had widely antici- 
pated yesterday’s aonounce- 


one that everyone thought made have known 


Washington Research Group- . ajj^uc and Nynex, 

Navigating the gtiUman of the Con- 

hurdles may be simple. rf America 


however Federal and state reg- sumer 
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Eurotunnel ‘may 


never repay debts’ 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 


Sir Alastair Morton, co-chair- 
man of Eurotunnel, has told 
banks ihev must slash the in- 
terest rates and fees they charge 
on the tunnel's £9bn of loans. 

Announcing losses last year 
of £*?25m. Sir Alastair said yes- 
terday that Eurotunnel had 
warned the banks that the eom- 
psmy may never be able to re- 
pay its debts during the entire 
57 years left for its concession. 

The company said it had told 
(he banks and the two media- 
tors appointed by the French 
courts that negotiations “should 
not be based on any assump- 
tions that cash Dows over the life 
of the concession will necessarily 
be sufficient to repay the banks 
their principal plus interest, at 
the levels currently in the cred- 


it agreements, plus interest and 
penalties payable thereon." 

Sir Alaslair made clear that 
the comment was aimed prin- 
cipally at persuading the banks 
to cut their profit margins. 


Eurotunnel currently pays 
its banks a margin of more than 
2. ft percentage points above 
the standard London interbank 
interest rates on its debts. 

Sir Alastair said this margin 
was appropriate for a project in 
its construction phase but not 
for one that is complete and has 
57 revenue-earning years 
ahead. He called this one of the 
main sticking points with the 
banks. “Nobody should plan to 
get project financing rates for 
the next 57 years" he added. 

Eurotunnel, which yesterday 
replaced SBC Warburg with 
Kleinwort Benson as its UK 
broker, also pays substantial fees 
to its 225 banks. These includ- 
ed £45m in the fourth quarter 
of last year as a result of ihe sus- 
pension of payment of interest 
on £8.1 bn of the £9bn debts. 

Sir Alastair insisted that there 
would st£U be equity left for 
shareholders once the debt re- 
structuring with the banks was 
completed. 

A shutdown or receivership 
did neither the banks nor Eu- 


National Power 
rebuffs Atlanta 
with raised bid 


MICHAEL HARRISON 


National Power yesterday raised 
the stakes in its battle to fend 
off a hostile bid from Southern 
Company of the US by raising 
its offer for the regional UK 
power company Southern Elec- 
tric by about 10 per cent to 
£2.5bn. 

The increased offer came as 
a Government announcement 
on whether to allow through this 
merger and PowcrGen's bid 
for Midlands Electricity was 
believed to be imminent. 

Ian Lang. Secretary of State 
for Trade and Industry, is ex- 
pected to announce his decision 
this week, possibly in the next 
48 hours, signalling what could 
be a rash of vertical integration 
across the electricity industry. 

Southern Company refused 
to add to its statement last 
week that it was considering a 
“combination" with National 
Power but would await the 
Government s ruling on the 
two generators’ bids before an- 
nouncing terms. 

However, a spokesman in 
Atlanta. Georgia, said that the 
statement “still stands". Other 
sources have suggested that 
Southern Company may pull 
out and look elsewhere follow- 
ing National Power's £1.7bn 
sale of three power stations to 
Hanson first week and yester- 
day’s raised offer for Southern. 

National Power's increased 
offer for Southern Electric is 
conditional on the merger be- 
ing approved on terms and 
conditions which are satisfac- 
tory. It is offering £9.60 cash a 
share and is allowing Southern 
Electric shareholders to retain 
a second interim dividend of 
263p in effect raising the val- 
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ro tunnel any good. Refusing to 
discuss the negotiations with the 
banks in any ~de tail before the 
annual meeting in June, he 
said: “One thing we won't do is 
swap debt into equity and go 
away." However, he conceded 
that a debt-for-equity swap 
could form a part of a more 
complex package. 

Sir Alastair repeated his 
claims that the Anglo-French 
nature of the company - two- 
thirds of whose shares are 


owned in France - gave special 
protection under French law to 


protection under French law to 
shareholders. He said: “Share- 
holders have to vote on any so- 
lution other than a shutdown 
and the process of moving to- 
wards that vote is overseen on 
an informal basis by the man- 
dataires ad hoc ” 

These are two court ap- 
pointees, Lord Wakeham, 
chairman of the Press Com- 
plaints Commission, and 
Robert Badinter, former 
French Minister of Justice. 

To rub home the point 
against the banks that this is not 


an ordinary corporate rescue. 
Sir Alastair said: “An Anglo- 
Saxon shutdown and sell-off just 
does not do them any good in 
this case.” 

He believed that when an 
outline deal was reached with 
the 26 lead b anks - which is un- 
likely before the aut umn - 
“there is going lo be something 
for the b anks and something for 
the shareholders or there is not 
going to be a deal - and every- 
body wants a deal.” 

Although the shares slipped 
4p to 69p yesterday. Sir Alastair 
insisred that the £925m loss was 
no surprise, and was foreseeable 
from the numbers the compa- 
ny had given at the interim re- 
sults in the autumn. 

Last year, after bank fees of 
£6Qm and depreciation of 
£136m Eurotunnel lost £2 00m 
before interest. The £925m 
overall loss was reached after in- 
terest charges of £768m, of 
which £118m is a charge for 
bank interest unpaid since the 
standstill on 14 September. 

Comment, page 19 
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Sir Alastair Morton yesterday: Warned banks that cash flows may not cover repayments Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


Economy: Surge to £5.9bn prompts speculation of higher borrowing costs by the autumn 


Strong lending fuels rate fears 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 


ue of the offer to £9. 86.3p. The 
initial bid last October was 
worth £10.10 a share but since 
then Southern Electric has sold 
its stakes in the National Grid 
and the pumped storage pow- 
er statioa business First Hydro 
and undertaken a share 
consolidation. 

On a like-for-like basis, the 
bid is worth about £11 com- 
pared with last October's offer. 
Shares in National Power rose 
J3p to 6Q5p while Southern 
Electric shot up 32p to 891p. 

The American camp imme- 
diately attacked the revised of- 
fer, arguing that it valued 
Southern on a higher earnings 
multiple than any of the other 
regional electricity companies 
taken over so far. 

Analysts estimated that the 
bid valued Southern Electric at 
14 times earnings compared 
with the 1 1 times earnings that 
Southern Comptiy paid for 
Sweb last year and the 13.6 
times that another US utility, 
Central and South West of 
Texas, paid for Seeboard - the 
highest bid in the sector so far. 

However. National Power hit 
back arguing that the power sta- 
tion disposal to Hanson and the 
Southern Electric bid, if suc- 
cessful, would lead to "Neiy 
significant earnings accretion", 
giving it scope to raise dividends. 

Analysts estimate that the two 
deals could enhance earnings by 
between 20 and 30 per cent. 

National Power added that 
neither it nor Southern Electric, 
believed the approach by the US 
company changed the “com- 
pelling logic supporting an im- 
mediate implementation of 
their proposed strategic 
unification". 

Comment, page 19 


The spectre of higher interest 
rates was raised yesterday by 
new figures showing far 
stronger than expected lending 
and monetary growth last 
month. Michael Dicks, an econ- 
omist at investment bank 
Lehman Brothers, said: “This is 
another plank in the argument 
for interest rates to go up soon- 
er rather than later"” 

Financial markets expect the 
cost of borrowing to start rising 
by the autumn, a timetable that 
could he embarrassing for the 
Government. 

Total lending by banks and 
building societies amounted to 
£5.9bn last month, with the big 
banks reporting a further rise in 
loans to industry though mort- 
gage lending remained flat. 

The British Bankers’ Associ- 
ation said borrowing by manu- 
facturing industry at £365m 
was the highest for a year. 
There was also record demand 


for £1.4bn of funds by leasing 
companies. 

Martin Hall, director gener- 
al of the Finance and Leasing 
Association, said this was con- 
sistent with members' reports of 
a strong pick-up in investment 
demand, particularly for in- 
ward investment and infra- 
structure projects. 

Growth of the broad money 
measure, M4, remained in dou- 
ble digits at 10.1 per cent com- 
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pared with 10 2 per cent in Feb- 
ruary. It has been running 
above the Government's 3-9 per 
cent target range for the past 
five months. 

Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, warned 
the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer last month that rates might 
have to be raised again if mon- 
etary growth did not moderate. 
Mr Clarke described the strong 
growth in M4 as "puzzling". 

Economists at the Bank are 
drafting next month’s Inflation 
Report, which will pass a ver- 
dict on whether the Chancellor 
will meet his inflation target 

February’s report concluded 
that this was "more likely than 
□ot" but most subsequent eco- 
nomic statistics have been buoy- 
ant. 

The CBI's quarterly trends 
survey, due today, and retail 
sales figureson Thursday will be 
scrutinised for further evidence 
of a pick-up in the economy. 

The launch of the gilts repo 
market on I January has in- 


creased the money supply and 
lending figures by several billion 
pounds a month. 

Yet even excluding this effect 
the underlying rate of broad 
money growth has nearly dou- 
bled in less than a year. 

Many economists think this 
is not a sign of direct inflation- 
ary pressure because the 
takeover boom is behind the 
surge. For example, about 
£1.75bn of the March increase 
in borrowing was financing for 
Granada's takeover of Forte. 

However, Professor Tim 
Congdon of Lombard Street re- 
search, a member of the Trea- 
sury’s panel of “wise persons", 
said: “There arc classic signals 
of monetary excesses." 

Institutional investors flush 
with cash were bidding up 
shares, land and property 
prices, he said. Shares prices arc 
at ncar-rccord levels, while land 
rose 29 per cent in value lasl 
year and has climbed since 
then according to estate agents 
Savflis. 


No automatic bail-out 
in future debt crises, 
G10 ministers warn 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 


Recovery in the housing market stalls 


nic cicirrn 


The stuttering recovery in the 
housing market appears to be 
mis- firing again with fresh fig- 
ures showing the number of 
home purchasers remaining at 
broadly the same level in March 
as in the previous two months. 

Monthly figures issued yes- 
terday by the Inland Revenue 
showed 89,000 properties 
changed bands in March on a 
seasonally adjusted basis, down 
from 91,000 in February and 

97,000 in January. 

The disappointing figures 
came as a monthly survey by the 
Building Societies Association, 
the industry trade body, showed 
the Dumber of net new com- 


mitments by its members was 

42.000 last month, down from 

43.000 the previous month. 
Net commitments are an im- 
portant indicator of future de- 
mand in the housing market. 
reflecting purchases still six or 
seven weeks from completion. 
However, the BSA’s figures 
showed commitments stalled at 
the same level as 12 months ago. 

Separately, a separate survey 
by big British banks showed a 
slight drop in loans secured on 
properties, down from £647m in 
February to £63 2m in March. 
The total was still up on March 
1995, when lending stood at 
£554m. 

Jonathan Loynes, UK econ- 
omist at HSBC Markets, said: 


“[These are] surprisingly weak 
commitment numbers given re- 
cent surveys and anecdotal ev- 
idence pointing to a further 
pick-up in housing market ac- 
tivity. We remain confident 
mortgage demand will contin- 
ue to climb in the months 
ahead. But the rise so far has 
only made good the ground lost 
in the first half of 1995. 

“Further progress is likely to 
remain patchy as the rise as the 
rise in market interest rates 
prompts the disappearance of 
cheaper fixed-rate deals avail- 
able at the start of this year." 

Mr Lovncs added that al- 
though the market had enough 
momentum to sustain further 
price rises in the next few 


months, an upturn in demand 
was crucial to sustain it beyond 
the summer. 

Despite the gloomy com- 
ments, the BSA claimed to be 
reassured by separate figures 


showing a sharp jump in new 
mortgage lending, excluding 


mortgage lending, excluding 
re-mortgages, lo a nine-month 
high of £1.03bn in March, from 
£603 m jn Fcbruaiy. 

Peter Williams, head of re- 
search at the BSA said: “Strong 
lending reflected [he tradition- 
al spring factors, encouraging 
people to move house now. 
This is underlined by seasonal- 
ly adjusted figures which show 
both net advances and ap- 
provals almost unchanged from 
last month." 


Finance ministers of the world’s 
richest nations warned yester- 
day that private sector creditors 
of a country facing a debt cri- 
sis could no longer expect to be 
bailed out by their own gov- 
ernments - as in effect hap- 
pened when Mexico came 
within an ace of financial col- 
lapse at the end of 1994. 

The new tougher approach to 
handling an international fi- 
nancial emergency are among 
the recommendations of a 
working group of senior officials 
from the Group of Ten indus- 
trial countries, approved yes- 
terday at a G1D session, kicking 
off the formal agenda of ihc In- 
ternational Monetary Funds 
annual meeting here. 

Designed to head off a repeat 
of the Mexican crisis which was 
only contained by an ad hoc res- 
cue package pul together bv the 
US, the IMF and the Basic- 
based BIS. the working group's 
proposals are but one part of a 
big effort by the fund that ide- 
ally would prevent such ncar- 
disasters from occurring - but 
that if they do, to make sure a 
mechanism is in place to cope 
with them. 

To prevent a repeat of the 
Mexican debacle which caught 
markets and governments by al- 
most complete surprise, the 
fund wants members to commit 


to publish improved financial 
and economic statistics that 
would permit a potential crisis 
lo be delected in advance. More 
than two dozen countries have 
signed up to the scheme. But if 
the worst comes to the worst, 
warns the ClU report, “there 
should be no presumption that 
any type of debt will be exempt 
from payments suspensions or 
restructuring". 

Wrangling, however, is hold- 
ing up plans to double the 
IMF's resources to tackle crisis, 
by enlarging the general 
arrangements to borrow ( GAB ) 
crediL line from the existing 
$35 bn ( Cltobn) lo S5Hbn. This 
would be achieved bv bringing 
in new countries alohgside°lhe 
G10 countries which currently 
contribute lo the GAB. But the 
newcomers, whu would operate 
a parallel “new arrangements to 
borrow credit line, arc insist- 
ing on equal ranking with the 
founder members." Some of 
these latter however insist on 
keeping a special status. 

The discussions came 24 
hours after top officials of the 
G7, the inner group of industrial 
nations, had agreed that the cur- 
rent economic slowdown in Eu- 
ro P c ' £:s pccial}y in Germany 
and France, is essentially over 

Addressing the IMF vester- 
day. Kenneth Clarke, said 
stronger growth should resume 
in continental Europe in the sec- 
ond half of 1996. 
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Morton plays hard ball on the tunnel he built 


‘Plainly, on any 
ordinary analysis, the 
banks ought to own 
Eurotunnel and the 
shares should be 
worth no more than 
die value of their 
travel concessions’ 


E ver since he first became co-chairman of 
Eurotunnel, Sir Alastair Morton al- 
ways saw his purpose as exclusively that of 
gelling the tunnel built, up and running. The 
means by which this was achieved were not 
necessarily important The paramount thing 
was simply to gel the tunnel in place. There 
is rarely room for self-doubt and truth in such 
single-minded pursuit of the grand design. 
Sir Alastair, it can fairly be said, ignored the 
underlying reality with impunity, such was 
his ambition and strength of purpose. From 
the start the reality was always that the tun- 
nel might get built for the sums being 
talked of, it might even generate a return for 
investors and bankers, but most probably it 
wouldn’t. You never heard that from Euro- 
tunnel and its advisers. Their message was 
always one of unrelenting optimism and flam- 
boyant self-assertion. 

Well, now the tunnel is built, so Sir AJas- 
tair has achieved his great purpose. But with 
formal admission that debts can never be 
repaid, what a mess this experiment in pri- 
vate finance has left behind. 

With the help of Sir Alastair and French 
law, which gives investors higher standing as 
creditors than the rock-bottom position 
they get in the Anglo-Saxon worm, share- 
holders may salvage the odd plank or two 
from the wreckage — but only if bankers take 
pity on them. 

Sir Alastair has got the tunnel built, cer- 
tainly, but he has also demonstrated in the 
process that infrastructure projects of such 


complexity, size and cost cannot be privately 
financed. Bankers probably always recog- 
nised this, in confidence at least. Backing 
Eurotunnel was never a wholly commercial 
j decision in their case. Even Japanese 
I bankers, the group that complains most 
vocally these days about being misled, were 
reluctantly persuaded into it by their own 
ministry of finance as a way of shoring up 
Japan's wider commcrical interest in Britain 
and the rest of Europe. 

For them it was a kamikaze act of duty for 
the greater good of Japan, To a lesser 
extent the same was true of British and 
French banks, who were largely arm-twisted 
into the mire. 

But none of them will easily forgive or for- 
get. Eurotunnel is a one-off. Nothing quite 
like it will be attempted again. In future such 
projects will require genuine partnership 
between state and private sector with the 
slate shouldering a high proportion of the 
risk, or, as in the case of the high-speed rail 
link, a big slug of public subsidy. 

Hard to believe, but it was less than two 
years ago that Sir AJastair last persuaded 
bankers and shareholders to dip their bands 
into their pockets for EurotunneL On that 
occasion Sir Alastair bullied banks and 1 
shareholders into a fl.5bo refinancing. , 
Some of the claims he made when he was 
trying to pull them into line ought to make 
him blush now, but probably won’L Even 
now. Sir Alastair believes he will one day be 
vindicated - that the runnel will eventually 


pay back every penny invested and some. 
TTie irony is that it won’t be until long after i 
his death that we will know for sure. For the 
lime being the odds look heavily slacked 
against him. 

Nevertheless, with his talent for bluster, 
bullying and - where necessary - prevari- 
cation, Sir Alastair was clearly the man of 
the moment. 

How many others would have had the 
check to persuade sn many people to empty 
, so much money into a black hole? For the 
shareholders, angry as they have every right 
to be. he is still trie right man to fight the 
banks over what is left. 

Plainly, on any ordinaiy analysis, the 
banks ought to own Eurotunnel and the 
shares should be worth no more tbao the 
value of their travel concessions. But Sir ! 
Alastair is playing hard ball, and will prob- 
ably succeed in keeping at least a small slice 
of the equity for shareholders. j 

Time to show or 
go in Atlanta 

I t is, as they say in Atlanta, Georgia, fast j 
approaching time to show or go. Will the j 
good ol' boys from Southern Company take j 
the plunge and bid or will the poison pill of i 
National Power's increased offer for South- j 
em Electric prove too much even for Amcr- I 
ican stomachs? 

The men from Atlanta have in some ways I 


boxed themselves in by relying too much on 
old-fashioned British fair play. They said last 
week that they would not come up with an 
offer for National Power until the Govern- 
ment had decided whether to clear the wav 
for an orgy of vertical integration in the elec- 
tricity industry. John Baker of National 
Power, who knows a thing or two about how 
to play his cards in Whitehall, is not allow- 
ing himself to be inconvenienced by such for- 
malities as ministerial pronouncements and 
MMC reports- 

While the Americans have sat on their 
hands, watching ever more incredulously, he 
has been bus}’ unscrewing the fixtures and 
fittings with such gusto that Southern may 
hardy recognise the place even if they do 
get to move in. 

The odd power station or three is miss- 
ing but. never mind, here’s another regional 
electricity company to go with the one you 
already own. 

Shareholders in National Power could be 
forgiven for feeling more than a little 
bemused. Nor does it help when the poten- 
tial suitor for your company happens to go 
under the same name as the one it intends 
to seek your permission to buy. But perhaps 
thev - should content themselves in the knowl- 
edge that right now ibeir shares arc a one- 
way bcL 

The multiple of earnings National Power 
is offering for Southern Electric is right at | 
the top of the range and perhaps it might 
have sot more out of Hanson for the sen- 


era Line capacity it is buying to add to its own 
REC/Eastern" , . 

There is plainly a danger that National 
Power wifi end up overpaying in its anxiety 
to escape the clutches of the Americans. But 
recent history has shown us that it is extra- 
ordinarily difficult to pay too much for a 
regional electricity company. 

“in any case, if Mr Baker is as good as his 
word then the two deals it has stitched 
together in the last six days, allied to declin- 
ing dividend cover, will do wonders for his 
ability to reward shareholders. Phrases like 
^erv significant earnings accretion" are not 
ones' that easily pop from the mouths of mer- 
chant bankers and lawyers when drafting 
offer documents. . _ t 

The alternative prospect is of the Amer- 
icans throwing silly money at National 
Power notwithstanding their efforts to talk 
the price down in the last week. It is hard 
l0 believe that Southern had not already fac- 
tored in the possibility of a scorched-earth 
defence from National jftwer. 

After all its advisers, SBC Warburg. know 
a thing or two about such matteis from the 
Trafalgar-Northern battle where its two for- 
mer halves acted on opposite sides of enemy 

lines. . , , 

Southern’s exorbitant rating, coupled 
with low US interest rates and the phleg- 
matic approach W&11 Street takes to highly- 
geared utilities certainly enable it to pay top 
dollar. It is hard to see the Americans hav- 
ing gone this far only to turn away. 


Confidence sends unit Tobacco Dock aims at the moon 

NIGEL COPE 

trust sales to a record sssaES 


N1CCICUTTI 

Sales of unit trusts surged more 
than 25 per cent to a record 
£4.1bn in the year to April, 
boosted by growing confidence 
among investors in the stock 
market. 

The net increase was aided by 
exceptional unit trust sales for 
March, reaching £lbn com- 
pared to JE566m the previous 
month. The monthly figures 
beat the previous record of 
£975m achieved two years ago. 

The figures, issued yesterday 
by the Association of Unit Trust 
and Investment Funds, the in- 
dustry trade body, reflect a re- 
turn to direct equity-linked 
investments after the sales col- 
lapse in 1994. 

Autifs figures came as sep- 
arate statistics by the Building 
Societies Association showed an 
outflow of £279m in March. 

Although on a seasonally- 


adjusted basis, net receipts 
reached £116m in March, the 
figures this year were much 
lower compared with the same 
statistics for 12 months ago 
when net receipts totalled 
£84 Om. 

Peter Williams, head of re- 
search at the BSA, said: “The 
size of the outflow is likely to 
represent seasonal factors, as 
March is the latest date for in- 
vestments in PEPs in order to 
fully exploit the tax advantages. 

“Savers’ interest in equity- 
based investments such as unit 
trusts may also have increased 
this and may have influenced 
the size of the outflow." 

However, he pointed out that 
there was a growing trend for 
building societies to offer their 
own unit trust and PEP prod- 
ucts. This meant that while 
money may have shifted out of 
deposit-style accounts a large 
slice of funds would still have 


remained with the societies un- 
der a different guise. 

Philip ^brland, director gen- 
eral at Autif, said: ‘“Increased 
awareness of the benefits of unit 
trusts, together with a resur- 
gence in overall investor 
confidence and tax year-end 
deadlines have spurred in- 
vestors into action." 

Mr Warland warned of the 
possibility of a future month-on- 
month (ail-off in sales. He 
added: “The pattern of savings 
flows in the economy is very 
complex at the moment, with 
money being retained in build- 
ing societies because of poten- 
tial bonuses [from 
de-mutualisations]. 

“Maturing Tessas are also 
providing a source of new mon- 
ey flows. When that money is re- 
leased and seeks higher returns, 
the flows into unit trusts will be- 
gin to rise again.” 

Autifs figures for the 1995/96 


tax year mark an end to the shat- 
tering reverse unit trust invest- 
ments and PEPs suffered 12 
months previously. 

Last mouth, PEP sales 
readied £990m, more than dou- 
ble the previous month's total 
and £l49m more than the last 
all-time record of two years ago. 

A substantial slice of PEP 
sales, £369m, look place in the , 
last few days before the end of 
the lax year on April 5, com- i 
pared to £225 m in the same pe- ! 
riod a year earlier. 

Three UK sectors, gilt and 
fixed interest; growth; and 
growth and income accounted 
for 60 per cent of the £lbn in 
sales achieved in March. 

Corporate bond PEPs, 
which were only launched last 
summer and regarded as a 
safer form of investment, con- 
tinued to notch up higher sales 
reaching £2 25m in March, up 
from £I65m in February. 


NatWest Securities tops rankings 


JOHN EISEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

NatWest Securities virtually 
swept the board yesterday at the 
Reuters rankings for the best 
City stockbrokers. The invest- 
ment banking arm of NatWest 
Group won four of the five 
awards, maintaining its lead 
from last year as the best over- 
all broking house in all sectors. 


as judged by leading fund man- 
agers and the finance directors 
of big UK business. 

NatWest Securities was vot- 
ed the best broker research, best 
broker execution, and its oil 
team as best overall sector 
team. 

SBC Warburg prevented a 
clean sweep of the top awards 
by being voted the best broker 
sales by fund managers and fi- 


nance directors. The votes were 
weighted according to die sig- 
nificance of analysts’ sectors and 
the businesses represented by 
the fund managers and finance 
directors. 

Having been voted in second 
place last year by fund managers 
and finance directors, BZW 
was the big loser in the 1996 
Reuters survey, slipping to the 
fourth and fifth spots respec- 


tively. HSBC James Capel 
leapfrogged it to take second 
place for the best broking re- 
search as viewed by die 100 
largest UK-based institutional 
investors, and third place in the 
same category as voted by fi- 
nance directors of the 350 
largest UK companies. 

Merrill Lynch was judged 
second-best broking research 
house by finance directors. 


NIGEL COPE 

Gerald Ratner, former chair- 
man of the Ratners jewellery 
group, is set to breathe new life 
into his moribund Tobacco 
Dock shopping complex near 
the Tower of London by adding 
several family entertainment 
leisure attractions. 

The plan is to add “turbo 
rides'* where viewers watch a 
film in aseat that moves in tan- 
dem with the action, such as diff 
rides or a trip to the moon. 
There are also plans for a vir- 
tual reality centre, such as a 
Sega World. 

The development of a nine- 
screen multiplex cinema has al- 
ready been announced and 
should open next year. 

Mr Ratner believes leisure at- 
tractions should act as a draw 
to shoppers and encourage re- 
tailers to book space. 

Some stores groups have 
started to reserve space at the 
“factory outlet” centre where 
well-known brand names sell 
goods at cut prices. 

It is thought that anchor ten- 
ants have been signed and 
shops should start to open on 
the currently deserted site to- 
wards the end of this vear. in 
time for Christmas. “It has tak- 
en a long time but this is the fi- 
nal piece in the jigsaw, a source 
close to Mr Rainer said. 

Tbbacco Dock has been 
dogged by problems and in 
1992 was bought out of re- 
ceivership for £12m by Bisley 
Properties, a private group. 
The plans for Tobacco Doric ap- 
pear to signal an acceptance by 
Mr Ratner that he is unlikely to 
succeed in his efforts to buy 
back the H Samuel jewellery 
chain from Signet, the renamed 
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Kiss of life: Gerald Ratner will add leisure facilities to the Tobacco Dock complex 


Ratners business that has put its 
UK division up for sale. 

Though Mr Ratner is thought 
to have found backing, it is ex- 
pected that he will" be out- 
gunned by larger bidders which 
indude Goldsmiths, a rival jew- 
ellery chain interested in Ernest 
Jones chain, and Argos, thought 
to covet H Samuel. 

Though a shortlist has been 


drawn up and the candidates 
have received a second tranche 
of financial information on the 
companies. Signet declined to 
be drawn on sale plans when it 
announced a strong set of trad- 
ing figures last week. 

Apax Partners, a venture 
capital group, has put together 
a deal which would involve tak- 
ing over H Samuel, Ernest 


Jones and Goldsmiths and in- 
stalling Goldsmith's chief ex- 
ecutive, Jurek Piasedd, as the 
head of the enlarged group. 

However, with trading im- 
proving, it is possible that Signet 
will try to trade its way out of 
its difficulties rather than sell the 
businesses, though its would still 
need a rights issue to reduce its 
debt mountain. 


In Brief 

• WPP, the world’s biggest advertising and marketing agency, said 
trading in the first quarter was ahead of last year, prompting an- 
alysts to upgrade profit forecasts. Revenues grew 13 par cent to 
£390m in the three months to March, equivalent to like-for-Uke 
growth of 10 per cent, helping to lift gross profits by 13 per cent. 
The group, which owns J Walter Thompson and Ogilvy & Math- 
er, said operating margins had continued to rise in line with the 
objective of increasing them by at least 1 percentage point a year. 
BZW is thought to have raised its full-year forecast from £137m 
to £144m, while house brokers Panmure Gordon moved their es- 
timate up £5m to £145m. 

• Rentokfl continued the attack on bid target BEX clai m i ng that 
negative cash flow could force the embattled business services 
group into a rights issue to finance future growth. Currently vis- 
iting Scottish institutions, Ren told said BET’S cash flow before 
acquisitions had declined over the past four years and was neg- 
ative in the past two. It questioned how it could finance the fu- 
ture growth on which its defence is based without cutting 
expenditure or raising money from a share issue or further bor- 
rowing. BETs shares dipped Ip to 201-5p, putting them just be- 
low Rentokfl’s £3bn offer, now worth just short of 213p after the 
bidder’s shares gained lp at 353p. 

• Italian shares soared after the clear left-of-centre victory in 
Sunday’s general election. The prospect of a stable government 
drove the MIB-30 index up 5.7 per cent, or 840 points, to 15,617. 
The lira readied a six-month high of 1,024.4 against the German 
mark, compared with Friday’s dose of 1,042. 

Hamish McRae, page 22 

■ McCain Foods is buying Everest Foods for £2Sm, equal to 1 1 Op 
per share. Directors of Everest and their immediate family mem- 
bers have given irrevocable undertakings to accept the offer in 
respect of approximately 5S3 per cent of Everest’s share capital. 


US bank steps up lending war 


NIC CICUTTI 

The credit card war in the UK 
escalated yesterday as People's 
Bank, based in Connecticut in 
the US, launched a new card of- 
fering a 14.4 annual percentage 
rate. 

The People’s Bank card, 
which undercuts traditional 
high-street issuers by about 7 
percentage points, has no an- 
nual fee and a 56-day interest- 
free period. 

People’s Bank said yesterday 

that a typical Bardaycard shop- 
per, paying 223 per cent APR 
on a average balance of £1,500 
would save about £100 a year by 
switching cards. Access users, 
now paying 23.4 per cent APR, 
would save at least £15 more. 

Ronald T Urquhart, the UK 
managing director of People’s 
Bank, said: “For too long now, 
credit card issuers in the UK 
have been managing credit to 
their own advantage, to the ex- 
tent that some are still charg- 
ing APRs almost four times 


higher than the bank base rate. 

“The average credit card 
APR rate is 2 12 per cent, 
which means British shoppers 
are paying £657 m too much in- 
terest each year. [Our] card cuts 
through this complacency ” 

People’s Bank aims to un- 
dercut traditional issuers by of- 
fering a no-frills service from its 


The rate card 
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UK headquarters m Northamp- 
ton. The bank, founded in 1842, 
is among the top 30 credit-card 
issuers in the US. 

In the past few months, 
aggressive newcomers have 
grabbed a share of the market 
by offering slightly more com- 
petitive rates. 

Royal Bank of Scotland has 
launched the Advanta card, of- 
fering 15.6 per cent APR, linked 
to base rates. The RBS Master- 
Card charges 145 per cent APR. 

Robert Fleming, which has 
long offered two of the most 
competitive cards, charges 14 
per cent and 115 per cent APR 
respectively, the latteT being 
linked to bank base rates. De- 
spite its rate, the Robert Flem- 
ing card only has 200,000 users 
compared to 9 million Bar- 
daycard customers. 

Mark Whrde-Nortrury, bank- 
ing services manager at Robert 
Fleming, said: “There is an 
enormous amount of inertia in 
the market. There also appears 
to be a cartel, with the high 


street banks operating on very 
large margins and making sub- 
stantial profits. Until one of the 
major issuers cracks and cuts its 
rates, the war will only be at the 
margins." 

A Bardaycard spokeswoman 
said the popularity of jts card lay 
in the added benefits, such as 
loyalty bonuses ranging from 
cheap holidays to toasters. 

“We are successful because 
we were first in the market .... 
Our customers stay with us be- 
cause they want more from us 
than a cheap headline rate, 
which then goes up through a 
range of hidden charges, in- 
cluding shorter credit times or 
additional bills when people 
don’t pay them off on time. 

“In many cases, people find 
that with other users who come 
from outside the UK and have 
less experience of this market, 
the credit limits they receive are 
lower." 

She added that 50 per cent of 
Bardaycard users paid off their 
entire debts each month. 


More visitors help Euro Disney cut loss 


L .-Jt - 



Work, headed tty film maker Steven Spielberg, and Seagram unit 
MCA will soon seek a listing on Nasdaq. The venture anns to 
have 100 amusement parks in the US in five years, starting with 
the first launch in Seattle in November. 

• Sears, the retail group which is expected to annoura a sharp 
tali in profits today. B selling Hoog^bo^B^ieei, ^ Dutdi sh^ 
retailing subsidiary, to a management-led team backed by CVC 
Capital Partners and CINVen. Net proceeds from tihrata * of the 
busbSs and related freehold properties i total£46.6m. It made 
pre-tax profits of £1.4m in the year to 3 February. 

• Invesco has increased the amount of fo under management 

£53.8m at the end of 199o to £56.7bn m tte three months 
■GJUSb March, reflecting market appreciation and new business. 

• Smiths industries has 

erAdaotaftexand industrial vcntifction maker Air Movement for 
a aXed£6&6m. two prnmtely owned company .were 

tvmmiMnontarv in the existing industrial group activities in the 
UK, Continental Europe and the US, Smiths said. Adaptafiex 
made taxable profits of £L4n in the year to last June^white Air 
Movement made £55m in the 12 months to March 1995. 




TDM STEVENSON 
City Editor 

Higher attendances and better 
hotel occupancy races helped 
Euro Disney reduce its first half 
loss by 30 per cent to Frl69m 
(£22m). The improvement was 
struck despite a resumption of 
interest payments after a freeze 
on payments was imposed by 
the troubled theme park two 
years ago. 


man and chief executive, said: 
This improvement reflects 
our strong commercial per- 
formance, notably in the ho- 
tels. Of particular significance 
is that it comes at a time when 
many tourist destinations are 
experiencing tough market 
conditions." 


As well as Euro Disney's 
success in compensating for 
the increasing interest bill, the 
company pointed to a reduction 
in the effect of seasonal fluctu- 
ations in demand. The first 
half is traditionally quiet for 
Euro Disney, which has strug- 
gled to attract visitors outside 
the hot s umme r months. 

The reduction in losses from 
Fr241m in the first half pf 1995 
was helped by a jump in sales 
from Frl.68bn to Frl.90bn. At 
the operating level, profits of 
Fr58m, an improvement of 
Frl40m, were the first positive 
result since the park opened. 

Theme park revenues were 
Increased by 11 per cent to 
Fr91Gm as lower prices had the 
intended effect of boosting at- 
tendance numbers. Hotel rev- 


enues were 17 per cent better 
atFr819m. 

Those improvements more 
than made up for higher lease 
and financial charges, which are 
estimated to be Frl20m higher 
for the full year. The rising cost 
of servicing Euro Disney's debt 
burden, however, precluded a 
dividend, which has been 
passed for two years now. 

The improvement in perfor- 
mance at the park has been dra- 
matic since the restructuring of 
1994 rescued it from the brink 
of collapse, although it is 
thought unlikely to ever be the 
money machine Disney 
dreamed of. 

Attendance improved by 20 
per cent last year to a record 
10.7 million and it is expected 
to grow to over 115 million this 


year. Hotel occupancy, which 
was only 55 per cent in 1993 in- 
creased to 68 per cent in 1995, 
substantially higher than the av- 
erage for the area around Paris. 
Higher attendances have also 
fallen through into lower costs 
per visitor, which fell 20 per cent 
last year. 

Shares in Euro Disney, which 
readied 751p at their peak in 
early 1992, dosed lip higher yes- 
terday at 205p. Nigel Reed, an 
analyst at Paribas Capital Mar- 
kets warned, however, that Euro 
Disney hasn’t yet proved it can 
sustain current growth in the fo rt ? 
of increased interest payments 
on its Frl5.1bn debt. He said 
first-half results, which include 
the traditionally slower months, 
were not an accurate gauge of 
the park’s performance. 
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ABF shakes off Cinderella image 


Associated British Foods has been the 
Cinderella of the stoek market lor so 
Jong it is bard to believe that the shares 
have outperformed the All-Share in- 
dex by close to a fifth since the start 
of last year. Even more surprising s that 
the change in seadment is as much to 
do with the sugar and bread giant s un- 
derlying trading performance as its leg- 
endary cash pile. 

Yesterday's half-year figuns, 
firmed the market’s confident m tne 
group, still controlled by 69-year old 
chairman and chief executive Garry 
Weston. Pre-tax profits up M P® r 4 cer r 
at£198m in the six months to 2 March 
were well ahead of expectations ana 
the shares responded accordingly with 
a 9p rise to 420p. . e . 

British Sugar, acquired from Bens- 
ford for £8S0m in 1990. continues to 
demonstrate whai a good buy u was. 
Profits rose by close to 4 per cent to 
£87ra in the latest period, despite a 
comparable period flattered by around 
£5m due to the release of additional 
exports previously’ blocked under quota 
regulations. ABF s Silver Spoon brand 
has prospered under the heavy regu- 
lation of the industry. Thirteen deval- 
uations of the EU"s green pound in 1 1 
months has done wonders for prices, 
although the latest rise in January has 
had the effect of pulling orders into the 
first half. ABF is warning the second 
half will not benefit to ihe same extent, 
but continuing demand for sticky 
drinks, confectionery and starch should 
underpin future growl h prospects. 

Milling and baking around a quar- 
ter of Britain's flour and bread has tra- 
ditionallv been ABF's Achilles' heel, 
given the cut-throat price war waged 
by the supermarket chains over the past 
few wars. But even here there are signs 
that’the business is holding its ground 
after the slow recovery that started last 
year. The bread price rise a year ago, 
the first for some time, plus a move to 
upmarket brands such as Kingsmill and 
Aflinson helped Allied Bakeries lift its 
margins and profits. Henderson 
Crosthwaile says the business swam 
against the tide of falling margins in 
the rest of the food industry fast year 
and at less than 5 per cent there re- 
mains further scope for recovery. 

Retailing, helped by recovery in the 
Prim ark discount dothes retailer in Ire- 
land, showed the strongest growth in 
the first halt raising profits 55 per cent 
to £34m. The jury remains out on 
whether ABF will spend its £454m cash 
pile wisely. Most of the £3m profits con- 
tribution from North America in the 
latest period came from Kraft Foods’ 
speciality oils and fats business, ac- 
quired for £97m last year. Even tak- 
ing account of £3m restructuring costs, 
that return on capital is hardly excit- 
ing. Meanwhile, there must be a ques- 
tion whether the three Weston sons in 
the business, one of whom appears to 
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be earmarked to succeed Gariy, can 
fill their father s shoes. Even with Hen- 
deison’s upgraded profits forecast of 
£420m for the year, the shares look ful- 
ly valued on a forward p/e of 14. 

Farnell aims 
for the top 

Coming so soon after the actuation of 
Premier there were no surprises in yes- 
terday's full-year figures from Farnell, 
the world’s third -largest electronic 
component distributor. The 22 per cent 
rise in pre-tax profits to £75 -5m was 
ahead of forecasts made during the bid 
but attention was firmly focused on 
chief executive Howard Pou Ison's as- 
sessment of the integration of Premier. 

With such a large deal - the £1.8bn 
acquisition dwarfed Farrell's existing 
business and sets the company up 
nicely for inclusion in the FT-SE100 - 
the success of that assimilation is cru- 
cial. If the claimed benefits of the deal 
come through, the newly renamed 
Premier Farnell will be one of the most 
exciting growth stories in the stock mar- 
ket’s top flight. If not, the Jeremiah’s 
will be fining up to say we told you so. 

The news yesterday was as encour- 


aging as anyone might have hoped at 
this early stage. On the important mea- 
sure of service reliability, Farnell be- 
lieves the former Premier businesses 
achieve their promised delivery times 
85 per cent of the time compared with 
70 per cent before the takeover. And 
with a way to go to match Parnell's 100 
per cent success rate, the pessimists 
who claimed there was nothing to gain 
from the deal because Premier was al- 
ready well run look wide of the mark. 

Hie othergood news to emerge from 
City briefings yesterday was an accel- 
eration of the planned introduction of 
FameH's catalogue into the US and Pre- 
mier's Newark product over here. An- 
alysts’ forecasts for the year to next 
January have assumed no contribution 
from this source so could undershoot 
by a substantial margin if volumes start 
to motor in the second half. 

Those estimates were usefully un- 
derpinned by last year's result, which 
benefited from a 17 per cent jump in 
sales to £527m. Earnings per share of 
37.5p were 21 per cent higher and the 
dividend payout, which has doubled in 
five years, rose 20 per cent to 10.8p 
(9p). Sales growth in the low-volume, 
high-margin components business con- 
tinued with increasing margins at 
home making up for the costs of start- 
ing up in the Far East The high-vol- 
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ume commodity operation is coping 
well with tougher trading conditions. 

If Premier Farnell matches NatWest 
Securities' forecast of £160m this year 
and £223 J5m next lime, the shares, up 
3p to 720p, stand on a price/eamings 
ratio of 20, falling to 16. That is a pre- 
mium to the market, but deservedly so 
and, at a big discount to Electrocom- 
ponents, its supposedly risk-free rival, 
the shares are still good value. 

Ronson builds 
on male brands 

Howard Hodgson, the flambqyantfbr- 
mer funeral director with a passion for 
Aston Villa, is not wasting any time in 
his transform ation of the Ronson 
lighter and accessories group. 

It is only three years since Hodgson 
alighted upon the company, then called 
Hoskins Brewery. Since then he has 
changed the name twice, first to HaUrio 
Holdings and then to Ronson. Periph- 
eral businesses such as the brewery have 
been sold while Ronson is re-invented 
as a kind of mid-market D nnhfll 

The plan is to use the strength of the 
brand name - which is principally 
known for lighters and other smoking 
bits and pieces - and build a male 
branded accessories group that will 
eventually encompass a clothing range, 
sunglasses, leather goods and other ac- 
cessories aimed at 18-35-year-old men. 

The Hodgson plan was developing 
nicely before a fire in January destroyed 
the company's main warehouse and 
manufacturing plant in Newcastle. 
The fire broke out after the compaitys 
December year-end so did not affect 
last year’s profits which surged by nearly 
50 per cent (o £34m. But the impact 
will be felt in the first half of this year. 
Sales are expected to be down by £2m 
to £3m. Margins have been affected as 
the company has had to source prod- 
ucts at higher prices in order to fulfil 
orders and keep customers. Negotia- 
tions with the insurance company are 
continuing with £2. 7m received so far 
and another £3.5m still to come. 

All this will mean that profits and 
earnings will be flat this year, though 
a return to growth is predicted for 1997. 

Shares bad fallen sharply since the fire 
in January, though they have recovered 
some ground since. The strategy remains 
unchanged but the fire creates some un- 
certainties this year, such as the details 
of the remaining insurance payment 

With bouse broker Williams de 
Broe expecting profits of £4m this year 
and the shares up 3p to 54p, they are 
trading on a lowly forward rating of 8. 
Cheap on the face of it, but not with- 
out risk given the company's small size 
and the difficulties in re-grouping 
after the loss of the factory. 


Accountant laps up new 

role as Wonder Woman 


City Diary 

John Willcock 


Wonder Woman was among 
the thousands who ran the 
marathon in London on Sun- 
day, and the be-costumed 
runner certainly stood out on 
the TV coverage. Step for- 
ward Darren Hughes of 
Hull, for it is be, a 25 year- 
old senior accountant with 
Erast & Young. 

Darren also ran the Lon- 
don Marathon last year, and 
this Hmt* he was raising mon- 
ey for St John Ambulance. 
Recently he tried to get on 
Gladiators but failed. What 
would Wolf make of it all? 

Andrew Fisher, finance di- 
rector of Farnell, the world’s 
third-largest electrical com- 
ponents distributor, also 
completed the marathon on 
Sunday. He started training 
only half-way through the re- 
cent successful bid for Pre- 
mier. so he was delighted 
with his finishing time of 4 
hours and 15 minutes. 

Mr Fisher also started well 
yesterday as Farnell reported 
its results for the year to Jan- 
uary. But senior colleagues 
voiced their concern as the 
day wore on, one saying in 
the afternoon that he was 
“fading fast". 

The current negotiations be- 
tween Eurotunnel and its 
creditors, presided over by 
two ar bit rators or “nutn- 
dataires ad hoc”, one British, 
one French, must be compli- 
cated affairs. It cannot be 
helping matters, therefore, 
that one of the arbitrators. 
Lord Wikeham, cannot parle 
francais tris bien. Just as well 
translators are on hand. 

Sir Alas fair Morton, co- 
chairman of Eurotunnel, 
needed no French when he 
turned his verbal flame- 



thrower on City scribblers 
yesterday. Incensed that 
some analysts had forecast a 
loss for the year as low as 
£700ra, the great man was 
clearly worried that the an- 
nouncement of the real fig- 
ure - £925 m - would prompt 
the dreaded “worse figures- 
than -expected" tag. 

“It couldn't possibly have 
been nOClm." he thundered, 
and proceeded to prove it 
with a flip chart and felt-tip. 
No doubt the guilty scrib- 
blers will mend their way's. 

Speaking of analysts, their 
version of musical chairs car- 
ries on, with one long-ru- 
moured move confirmed 
yesterday; Steve Plag and 
James Dodwell resigned yes- 
terday from NatWest Mar- 
kets. having already enjoyed 
a spot of “gardening leave”, 
and will join BZW in May. 

Mr Plag has been the top- 
rated analyst of ail sectors in 
the Extel 1995 survey and 
will cover pharmaceuticals at 


“Bribes are no longer tax-deductible.” There it is in black 
and white. The US Information Service attached to the Amer- 
ican Embassy in London regularly published Atlantic Outlook, 
the latest of which contained the following: “The OECD has 
taken another step in the battle against international crime 
in recommending that member states commit to change their 
tax laws to disallow deductibility of bribes.'’ The pamphlet 
adds hastily that “the US already disallows such deductions". 
So which countries allow them? Watch this space. 


BZW. This follows BZW s 
recent poaching of water ex- 
pert Peter Hyde from KJern- 
wort Benson, so the firm's 
planned relocation down the 
river to Canary Wharf _ 
doesn't seem to be putting 
anyone off. Or are they just 
paying them a packet? 

Meanwhile, reversing the 
outward flow at Merrill 
Lynch is Stephen Reitman, 
“top-ranked European auto 
analyst by Institutional In - 
vestor.” who has been 
poached from UBS. 

Fancy one of the most inter- 
esting yet most thankless 
jobs m the City? The Bank 
of England is advertising for 
a new head of its Special In- 
vestigations Unit, to try to 
prevent fraud in the banking 
sector. 

“The rewards will reflect 
the seniority of the position 
and its importance both to 
the Bank and the financial 
community" - which sounds 
tasty, but you must have 
been an accountant for at 
least 2U years. The present 
incumbent. Ian Watt, is retir- 
ing is helping to look for his 
successor. Since the Bank 
has bad to deal with the col- 
lapse of BCCI and Barings in 
the last five years alone, it's 
no job for shrinking violets. 


LIG sales to balloon on £46m US buy 



Nick Hodges: Aladan offers 
an exciting platform 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

London International is to be- 
come the largest condom man- 
ufacturer in America following 
the acquisition of Aladan, the 
company with a lucrative con- 
tract to supply the US govern- 
ment with 250 million condoms 
a year for its overseas aid pro- 
grammes. 

The deal is the first big ac- 
quisition by LIG since a disas- 
trous foray into pboto- 


processing in the late 1980s al- 
most brought the company 
down. Analysts said the pur- 
chase marked a shift from re- 
covery to a new growth phase. 

Nick Hodges, chief executive, 
said: “This is a landmark deal 
in the group’s development 
and provides us with an excit- 
ing platform from which to 
achieve sustainable long-term 
growth in core business areas." 

ULG will pay a maximum of 
£46m for Aladan, which as well 
as its leading position in con- 


doms brings a dominant place 
in the fast-growing examination 
glove market. Aladan has 13 per 
cent of the market and is con- 
sidered well placed to benefit 
from a shift from powdered to 
powder-free gloves. 

LIG has already introduced 
a powder-free surgeon's glove. 
Biogel, which is showing spec- 
tacular growth especially in the 
key LIS market. The new gloves 
sell at much higher prices than 
the powdered versions they re- 
place, boosting margins in what 


was considered to be a mature 
market. 

That is expected to help LIG 
meet target return on sales of 
15 per cent by the middle of 
1997. November's interim fig- 
ures showed a rise in margins 
from 4.8 to 6.7 per cent. Ana- 
lysts expect the return in the tra- 
ditionally better second half to 
the end of March to have bro- 
ken the 10 per cent barrier. 

Since LIG was refinanced in 
1994 it has focused on its core 
businesses of condoms and 


medical gloves, particularly in 
the US, the largest market for 
gloves and the second-biggest 
for branded condoms. It re- 
cently became the largest con- 
dom "maker in Spain following 
the acquisition last month of 
Androtex, one of that country’s 
largest manufacturers. 

Aladan brings on board two 
low-cost manufacturing sites in 
Alabama. Ln the year to De- 
cember. it made profits of 
$10.5m (£7.0m) on sales of 
$S5.9m (£56.9m). 
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2 for 1 GCSE and A- Level audio study aids 

With ^INDEPENDENT 


T he GCSE exams are fast approach- 
ing, and to help students perform to 
the best of their abilities. The In- 
dependent and the Independent on Sun- 
day have learned up with Arc Publishing 
to offer readers the chance to obtain a free 
audio study aid. When you buy one for 
£9.99. you can choose another for free. 
Or if you buy two for £19.98, you can 
choose three more for free, saving £29.97. 

There are 28 tides available in our range 
of Pass Your GCSE and also Pass Your 
A Level audio study aids. The study aids 
each worth £9.99, are an excellent and 
proven way to help students prepare for 
their exams. Each title has been careful- 
ly produced by people who are the recog- 
nised authorities in their areas: the Chief 
Examiners and Assistant Chief Examin- 
ers themselves. Who belter to advise stu- 
dents on how to get good grades? 

The range also extends to ten of the most 
popular set texts on the Literature syllabus 
- and some of these titles consist of four 
cassettes. Each of the literature titles in- 
cludes a superb reading or a definitive per- 
formance by legends of television and film 
- such as HarperCollins 1 Macbeth and Or- 
well’s own radio adaptation of Anim al 
Farm licenced from the BBC. Dr Rod 
Mengham and lan Patterson of Cam- 
bridge University provide spoken notes 
explaining exactly what students should 
be listening for. These are informative and 
entertaining study aids designed to make 
subjects ‘come alive’ and to help students 
do well in their exams. 

HOW TO QUALIFY 

A different numbered token will be 
printed each day until Saturday 27 



ApriL Token 3 is printed today; Token 
4 will be printed tomorrow. 

To take up our 2 for 1 offer, you need 
to collect two differently numbered to- 
kens. You can then order as many ti- 
tles as you like on the 2 for 1 basis. To 
take up our 5 for 2 offer, you need to 
collect four differently numbered to- 


kens. You can then order as may ti- 
tles as you like on the 5 for 2 basis. 

HOW TO ORDER 

An order form will be printed in The 
Independent tomorrow. Once com- 
pleted, send your order form and to- 
kens to: Independent Study Aid Offer, 


PO Box 2010, Romford. Essex RM3 
SNZ. 

Postage and packaging is free. Please 
allow 14 days for delivery on receipt 
of your order. The offer closes 31 May 
1996 and is subject to availability. 
Photocopies of tokens arc not ac- 
ceptable. 


GCSE TITLES 

Lit: Animal Farm 
Lit: Henry V 

Lit: less of the D’Urbcvillcs 

Lit: Macbcih 

Liu TWelfth Night 

Lit: Far from the Madding Crowd 

Lit: Merchant of Venice 


Lit: Roll of Thunder. Hear my Crv 

Lit: Romeo & Juliet 

Lit: Silas Mamer 

Lit: Preparing for the Exams 

Lit: Drama Texts 

Eng: Preparing for the Exam 

Eng: Writing 

Hist: Intnl Relations in the C20th 
Hist: Hitler & Mussolini 
Sci: The Spectrum of Life 
Sci: From Genes to Galaxies 
Geog: Settlement, Rural & Urban 
Geog: Examination Techique 

A LEVEL TITLES 

Socio: Theory & Method 

Psychology: Ethics 

Lit: Practical Criticism 

Hist: The Rise of Hitler 

Econ; Introduction to Economics 

Geog: Weather & Hydrology 

Lit: King Lear 

Law: The Criminal Courts 
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Takeover speculation keeps the atmosphere electric 


400. 

380 

360 

345 

325 

300 


lJlS 

|| 


n 

1 





w 

T 

F 



1 

Wdlmris 

BHetrieftj 

! 


0 N D J F M A 


Takeover action, real and ru- 
moured, sent yet another surge 
of excitement through elec- 
tricity shares. National Power’s 
£25bn offer for Southern Elec- 
tric was the only deal to ma- 
terialise but it was enough to 
spark speculation that others 
will soon appear. 

London Electricity ami Mid- 
lands Electricity were singled 
out for special attention. If the 
rumour mill was on form a 
920p-a-share offer should ar- 
rive for London today at its 
Hnlhom office from Hous- 
ton. the US group. The iden- 
tity of Midlands’ alleged bidder 
was more elusive but a host of 
American and Continental 
names were bandied around. 
London gained 38p to 855p; 
Midland 24p to 417p. 

NP's agreed offer for South- 
ern. which still needs Whitehall 
dearunce, sent the distributor’s 
shares racing ahead 32p to 
S91p. It also lifted NP 13p u> 
G05p. reflecting the stock mar- 


ket's conviction that the Amer- 
ican Southern Co's predatory 
ambitions would not thwarted 
by the takeover bid for the UK 
group. The Scottish power 
groups. Scottish Hydro-Elec- 
tric, up !2.5p to 367-5p, and 
Scottish Power. 13.5p higher at 
40Q-5p, were drawn into the ex- 
citement and Yorkshire Elec- 
tricity. for so long Lhe sector's 
favourite bid candidate, rose 
13p to B74p. 

The electrical excitement 
spilled over to waters with 
Thames, another potential 
bidder for London, up ftp to 
5S4p and Anglian 1 Up to 614p. 
United Utilities, combining 
the North West's electricity and 
water companies, gained 14p 
to 627p. After a shaky start its 
shares have been firm and 
there is a growing conviction 
among utility watchers that 
clcciricity-watcr combinations 
could he a strong defence 
against overseas marauders. 
UU, it is thought, plans to buy 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of Lbe year 


into the US gas industry. Cam- 
bridge Water, u second-liner 
which last month was still u 
statutory company, hud an- 
other lively session, up 3Hp to 
315p: the non -voting shares 
rose 33p to 290p. 

If it had not been for the util- 
ities the market would have 
died of boredom. Trading was 
mainly featureless with the 
FT-SE 100 index briefly touch- 
ing a new high but closing 4.4 
points down at 3,852.7. Its 
performance tended to offer 
support to the argument that 
London is decoupling from 
New York where the Dow 
Jones Average was up more 
than 50 points in early trading. 

Although Footsie faltered 


the supporting index continued 
its relentless march, climbing 
9.6 to a 4,544.1 peak. 

Among blue chips higher 
was Marks & Spencer, up 3.5p 
to 46fl.5p. A modest Merrill 
Lynch profit upgrading, £25m 
lo ill. 145m for "this year, cre- 
ated the interest. 

Cadbury Schweppes, 9p 
firmer a\ 527p. again attract- 
ed bid speculation- One food 
hid did materialise, a 1 lOp-a- 
share offer for Everest Foods 
from Canadian chip maker, 
McCain. Everest jumped 30p 
to 109p. 

Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries edged ahead 5p to 928p 
despite some uncase about 
Thursday’s first -quarter fig- 


ures. Forecasts are in the 
£200m to £2 15m range against 
£22 1m last time. Year's esti- 
mates are being cut by around 
£20m to £2.205nL 

Comments on accounting 
policies lowered Carlton Com- 
munications, 11 5p to 45Sp, 
and Glaxo Wellcome, 9p to 
SQLp. Increased losses left Eu- 
rotunnel 45p down at 69p. 

Lasmo, the oil group, 
achieved the distinction of be- 
coming the first to enjoy a high- 
er turnover on Tradepoint than 
on Seaq. The order-driven 
Tradepoint deals were record- 
ed as 25 million while Seaq ac- 
counted for 2.1 million. The 
price, however, was unchanged 
ai !89.Sp. 

Builders produced a few 
gains with talk that corporate 
action lurks in the sector. 
Costain, where Arab interests 
have built substantial stakes, 
added 4p to lOlp; Redraw 5p 
to 15l)p and Tav Homes 5p to 
144p. 


Wainhomes gained 2p to 
lOlp. In January, when whin- 
homes’ shares were depressed 
as police investigated alleged 
accounting problems, the ir/al 
Bell way housebuilding group, 
picked up nearly 5 per cent. 

In an Intriguing deal Yfoin- 
homes has purchase for 
£24.45m, payable over 10 
years, 21 buD dine sites from 
English China Clays. Devel- 
opments have already started 
on some of the sites and oth- 
ers have planning permission. 
The deal, which expands 
Wainhomes' territorial spread, 
pu ts a value of around £12,000 
on a housing plot against an in- 
dustry average nearer £16,000. 

Micro Focus dived 192p to 
l,143p as the rumoured bid 
failed lo materialise and Fil- 
tronic, making parts for mobile 
telephones, jumped 38p to 
4?3p on Panmure Gordon sup- 
port. Manganese Bronze, the 
London taxi cab maker, moved 
ahead lOp to 307p. 


taking stock 


□ Middlesex, tbe metals 
group with interests in the 
former Soviet Union, was the 
day’s most busily traded 
share. 

Figures axe due soon and it is 
widely believed the group will 
announce its move from the 
doomed USM to the full mar- 
ket. There is also talk of fur- 
ther expansion moves. The 
shares held at 8J5p. 

□ Cafe Inns, running pubs 
in the North West, jumped 
15p to a I70p peak. It is ben- 
efiting from its swing from 
tenanted to managed pubs. 
The company now has 14 
managed houses and 70 run 
by tenants. Cafe Inns hopes 
to raise £2m to help increase 
its managed estate. 

It has untangled a joint ven- 
ture with the Bnrtonwood 
Brewery, collecting two man- 
aged pubs and £I.4m in the 
process. In January hs 
shares were below lOOp. 
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Italy’s ‘olive tree’ coalition may yet surprise Europe 


*n£ 


A left'Of-cen&'egovenuufni, 
/ibut with the support of 
some hard-line communists, 
takes power in an important 
western European democrat?- 
Do the markets respond with 
horror? No, they do not Shares, 
bonds and the currency all soar 
and there are expectations of a 
speedy cut in interest rates. In 
Italy, evidently, things are never 



ECONOMIC VIEW 


HAMISH McRAE 


quite as they might seem- 
Part of the reason for this 


Part of the reason for this 
positive reaction to the “olive 
tree" coalition victory is fear of 
what might have been: yet an* 
other hung parliament, leading 
to continued policy paralysis. 
Part is a celebration of the 
progress of the real economy 
now that politics, for the mo- 
ment, are out of the way. Part 
is a delayed market local reac- 
tion to financial changes taking 
place in other European mar- 
kets. But (and this is the most 
interesting bit) part may be a 
judgement that Italy can and wiU 
continue on its slow' return to 
fiscal virtue under a left-ol-cen- 
tre government 

The first point - that the real 
economy will move ahead if 
Italy is a success story - is 
widely appreciated. The de- 
preciation of the lira has helped. 
Anyone who has visited the 
northern half of Italy recently 
will be aware that it is achiev- 
ing a recovery comparable with 
that of the UK. and far more 
vigorous than that of France and 
Germany. Its export success 
has even fed to attacks that it 
has deliberately sought to gain 
competitive advantage by de- 
valuing the currency. 

That is surely not just unfair 


but impossible: the exchange 
rate of floating currencies is set 
by the market and the market 
has taken a dim view of Italy's 
financial management. In any 
case in the last couple of 
months the lira has risen 
sharply. But at the cost of some 
inflation (retail prices rose more 
than 5 per cent last year) and 
double-digit interest rates, a rea- 
sonably solid economic recov- 
ery h 3 S been established. 

Italy managed 3.2 per cent 
errowth last year and even if it 
achiev es only 2 per cent growth 
this, that would be better than 
that of France or Germany. 

The delayed reaction is also 
fairly easily explained. Alone 
among the" western European 
countries. Italy has not had a re- 
duction in its official interest 


so it would be wholly natural for 
weakness against the lira to be 
part of this. 

In addition, there is the pos- 
sibility. even the probability, of 
the lira rejoining the European 
exchange rate mechanism lat- 
er this year to give a little spice 
to potential investors both in lira 
paper and in the lira itself. 

But it is the third element of 
the group which has the widest 
resonance for other European 
countries. 

If there is a real possibility 
that a left-of-centre govern- 
ment is at least as able as a right- 
of-centre one to run a tight fiscal 
policy, cut inflation, and hence 
cut interest rates, then the ex- 
perience of Italy carries impli- 
cations for the rest of Europe. 

The Italian debt story can be 


debt is taking up 20 per cent of 
tax revenues, and is equivalent 
to 11 per cent of. GDP. 

That is an absolute killer. If 
one-fifth of one’s revenues go 
straight out in interest pay- 
ments just getting back to a sit- 
uation where the debt does 
not keep growing explosively is 
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tough. For reaching what is 
called a “primary balance". 


Primary balance 

••sffr 




The possibility of the lira rejoining 
the ERM gives spice to investors 


rates for more than a year, so 
it has some catching up to do. 
A cut in short-term rates fol- 
lowing last week's cut by the 
Bundesbank is an obvious ear- 
ly possibility. As for expectations 
of a rise in the lira against the 
mark, the exchanges arc in any 
case expecting some gener- 
alised further mark weakness. 


swiftly told. In 1980 Britain 
and Italy had roughly the same 
sized national debt as a pro- 
portion of GDP: it was slightly 
larger but not much. Now ours 
is about 55 per cent of GDP, 
while Italy’s is 125 per cent (see 
right-hand graph). As a result 
(see left-hand graph) simply 
paying interest on the national 


called a “primary balance”, 
having tax revenues cover actual 
current spending is not nearly 
enough; you have in addition to 
run a large enough primary 
surplus to stop the debt grow- 
ing even more. 

Now look at the centre 
graph. Italy has been running a 
primary surplus since 1992, but 
an insufficiently large one to 
stop the deficit growing even 
larger. 

Last year, finally, the prima- 
ry surplus was large enough to 
stabilise the debt, not in ab- 
solute terms, but as a percent- 
age of GDP. Estimates for this 
year suggest that again the debt 
ratio should be stabilised. 

On the face of it, Italy has a 
long, long slog ahead simply to 
stop the deficit rising further. 
Unlike the UK after the last war 
(when our debt-to-GDP ratio 
rose to more than 200 per cent 
of GDP) Italy cannot expect a 
period of negative real interest 
rates or of high world inflation 
which would reduce the debt- 
service burden. 

The key to making the bur- 
den acceptable, though, must be 
to reduce real interest rates as 
far as possible. As NatWest 
Markets (from whom those 
charts are taken) points out, real 
long-term interest rates in Italy 
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; now 6.2 per cent, com- ciently good macro-economic more legitimacy than Its 




are now 62, per cent, com- 
pared with 425-5 percent in core 
European countries like Ger- 
man and France. Even that is 
historically high. 

During the last century real 
long-term interest rates for 
good-quality government paper 
were 3-4 per cent so there 


ciently good macro-economic 
dimate that rising investor con- 
fidence will start to cut the real 
cost of borrowing. The second 
depends on the first 
This is unpleasant for the ob- 
vious reason that it means less 


decessors in carrying on more 
of the same sort of policies- It 
does not have to change direc- 
tion, for that change has already 
occurred. 

Now these are early days, lne 


were 3-4 per cent so there ___ , -i 9 _ 

should be scope for cutting the The COUZltlT GaS 3, lOIlff. lOIlg SlOg 

debt service burden by up to ■■ /» j .1 

half. If Italy could do that then tO Stop the deficit riSHlg IUT UieT 


a dreadful budgetary situation 
would become a manageable 
one. 

But to do that needs two 
things. They axe obvious 
enough. The first is to contin- 
ue running a sufficiently large 
primary surplus lo stop the 
debt to GDP ratio rising any far- 
ther and ideally to start pulling 
it back. 

The other is to offer a suffi- 


money for public services, but 
there is no other way. 'While the 
debt to GDP ratio has contin- 
ued to rise through the early 
1990s, some progress has been 
made. At least Italy is running 
a primary surplus, which it was 
not doing as recently as 1990. 
So the question now is whether 
a centre-left government has 


government is not yet formed 
so it is a bit ridiculous to start 
trying to call its economic poli- 
cies, certainly from this distance. 
But that is why the market re- 
action is so encouraging. The 
professionals, who have no nec- 
essary love of the left, are im- 
plicitly saying that they believe 
that the balance of probability 


is that the process of fiscal re- 
form will continue. Thaus the 
only rational justification for the 
surge in the markets yesterday. 

There are precedents here. 
One is in Sweden at the mo- 
ment, where the Social De- 
mocrats are gradually (maybe 
too gradually) pushing through 
a budget stabilisation pro- 
gramme. 

Another, which might spark 
distant memories, was the UK 
fiscal programme instituted at 
the behest of the IMF by the last 
Labour Chancellor, Denis 
Healey, in 1976. 

It would be silly to try and 
draw too close a parallel there, 
but it is worth noting that some- 
times governments of the left 
follow tighter fiscal polices than 
those of the centre or the right 
- sometimes. 
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•Dollar rates quoted as reoprocate 
For the latest foreign exchange rates cal 0891 123 3033 
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Bosra moves towards Pretty Polly perch 


Racing 

JOHN COBB 

Bosra Sham will be the shortest- 
‘ priced 1,000 Guineas winner 
since Saucy Sue in 1925 if she 
can overcome a field that is like- 
ly to be low in numbers and 
quality at Newmarket on 5 May. 

The absence of her closest 
market rival. Blue Duster, was 
confirmed yesterday, along with 
that of A Votre Same, the 
french filly that made such a big 
impact on her seasonal return 


but who now heads for the 
French equivalent of the 1 .000, 
the Poule d'Essai des Poulich- 
es at Longchamp. 

With that pair out of their 
lists, the bookmakers cut Bosra 
Sham's price again- she had al- 
ready moved to odds-on after 
her impressive win in Friday's 
Fred Darling Slakes- and the 
Henry Cecil-trained filly is now 
as low as 2-5 for the Classic with 
Ladbrokes. 

That puts her on a lofty 
perch. Apart from Saucy Sue 
only one 1,000 Guineas winner 


this century has started at short- 
er odds and that was the illus- 
trious Pretty Polly in 1904. Like 
Saucy Sue she was a 1-4 chance 
but unlike Bosra Sham - who 
has run just three limes- Pret- 
ty Polly had already raced and 
won aU nine of her starts as a 
two-year-old. Even Sceptre, 
who won four of the five Clas- 
sics in 1902, started at 1-2 for 
the 1,000 Guineas and more re- 
cently One In A Million was 
evens in 1979, RavineUa 4-5 in 
19SS and Shatiayid 4-6 in 1991 . 

“Bosra Sham seems likely to 


scare off much of the opposition 
and has the 1,000 Guineas other 
mercy,” lan Wassell, of Lad- 
brokes. said. “Bint Saisabil may 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP*. Fourth In Line 
(Chepstow 3.40) 

NB: Katherine's Pet 
(Pontefract 2J50) 

be belter over further than a 
mile, while there has been very 
little confidence behind Bint 
Shadayid since the Dubai trials. 


It’s difficult to find any other 
credible candidates." 

Anthony Stroud, racing man- 
ager to Sheikh Mohammed, 
confirmed the disappointing 
news on Blue Duster, in doing 
so substantiating the negative 
reports which had surrounded 
the filly since over the weekend. 

“Sheikh Mohammed re- 
spects the wishes of David 
Loder,” Stroud said, “and while 
he is very Sony for all connect- 
ed with the horse, this is the 
right decision for the horse.” 

Loder yesterday denied ru- 


mours. circulating in the light of 
Blue Duster's withdrawal from 
the field, that the filly' had aol 
trained on. “I know it's been re- 
ported that she hasn't trained on 
but she’s really been fine." he 
said. "The problem has been 
that she has suffered a recur- 
rence of a back problem which 
troubled her last season. It 
didn't interfere with her runs last 
year, but this year it has reared 
up at the wrong moment," 
Also in explanatory mode 
was Pat Eddery who will ride Ce- 
cil's Storm trooper in the 2.000, 


Coulton leads raid on Ireland Racing a nose ahead in battle against dope 


After Cheltenham and Ainlree 
comes Punchestown and the 
third of the spring jumping 
Festivals gets underway today 
with six British raiders. Coulton. 
Nakir and Sound Reveille con- 
test the day's richest race, the 
M W Handicap Chase, against 

PONTEFRACT 


Jodami fit for Whitbread 


a strong Irish team including 
Klniron Davis, Sound Man and 
Strong Platinum. 

Kimanicky runs in the Cham- 
pion Novices' Hurdle, while 
Richard Lee’s Super Coin and 
the Chris Broad-trained Land- 
ed Gentry complete the party. 


Racing is narrowly winning its 
battle against doping and has 
the ability to to detect almost 
any new drug designed in stop 
horses, the sport's leading phar- 
macologist claimed yesterday. 

Professor Bob Smith, the 
outgoing chairman of the Eu- 


ropean Horserace Scientific Li- 
aison Commit tec. did however 
warn of a “rash of dopings" if 
(he sport dropped its guard. 

“We arc just ahead of (he 
dopers. From a technical point 
of view our analysis could cope 
with almost anything thrown at 


_ HYPERION 

Z20 Captain Carat 4220 Ladykirk 

2-50 Kathryn's Pet 4.50 Sujud 

3^0 Sea-Deer &20 Divine Miss-P 

330 Master Charter <nh) 

GOING: Good to Firm (Uunl ui placcnj. 

5TAUS: an If- cl-dik; rest - Iris hi-. DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low 

■ Left-hand, undulating course. 

■ LEADING TRAINEES WITH RUNNERS: Mra i Raraafen _ women, trom 1-0 

nmners Rrvva a merest rauo of and a profit to a S I level stake of S 1 5.fi3- Mr* M 

Hereley — 2(1 winners, US runners, 17.4V -S17.0T,; RHoWnsbcad — 17 winner 
lu7 runners. 10. 8%, -£Z <2.77; B Cecil — M winner*. .» runners. t-L'IS. 4ila.ua. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: K Felloe — 31 winners. 102 rvhs. 20.4*a. +£02, J 3- L Det- 

33winneft, 1Q5 rides, 111 .3%. +SSJ8; K Dartey — 19 winner*. 1 70 rides. 1 1 .24.. 
-50 7. 12; W Eyma — 17 wronens. SO ndcs. 19.8*. -531.30. 

FIBST ™ E: Dtoe » (vtPWWtl K40k Touch A MOBou i owed I (3.00 J. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DICTANGB RUNNERS; Tffcevor (4-20) has Ooen 240 rrales by Lady Hetties 
frum AnBmcruig Pwk. W Sosrtrx. 

|OOA| PONTEFRACT APPRENTICE SERIES (ROUND ONE) HANDt- 
CAP (CLASS E) £4J200 added 5f Penalty Value 

1 206033 PEDUC0 (7) (CO) (BFKBananl N Srwi S 9 10 JhaMSIt 

2 350403 W5TBOBS8)tD)l8ROFotfieiby>SKente»el 7 9 9. J Storttra (7) ID 

3 6000-44 Mnw CARAT (19 (Ccfci Webster) Ms J temsden 59 7— date West (7111 

4 124161 NM(15)0>)U EtlWson) J LEjre 6 95 PDm(5)3 

5 060000 CftlLt0WEB«Rt2M){DUMJftD«lMMCttBT91 XStod{5)G 

6 63-6200 DOMCKSW (7) (D) (Vta Bnc©s Coy*>) U Qiannon 8 8 13. „ A EAterv 7 

7 010-333 MYCHBmWBL(7D(D)(MnCrss)<LOnniLUo|id-lames68l3 C Webb 18 

a 0030-23 MSCOBOrUQVmSPBradkidiPEwueSG l-tilii WluniMJin 

9 00001 MGfBAND BUtTT (Hi) (0) iTonrny Stanton) B McMahon 38 IlMsU 

10 350000 BELINDA ARE (15) (Mis J Jadcon) R Uiev 4 8 6 J? Ffreneh (S) 18 

11 004000 UtRATSKlUy (lBQPi IT»flDneU»fflSiuS M WEaHertjy3 85 JNMr C umw 13 

12 133000 HJCXLET0N MBS (182) (P) (I E Hans} Mra V Aeortey 3 8 3 .T^rnhs 

13 545000 HARRST5 BEAU (22) (R W Watty M W Ea5»w 3 3 0 D Sweeney (31 4 

14 500040- BHfflHT P4RACCN (355) P) (0 C G Cooper) W Chaonm 7 713 M Semple (5) 5 

15 00000 MWDCun(AC8rt»TOGnrd)r3 712 CMM|7)12 

16 000000- RODElOaD PARK (155) (CT IDawd J ThoirpscnJ C Small 4 7 12 CCottn(7)9 

17 000000 IWlAMN(2fl WEH^iesJ lVBns6cwne4 7 10 RIMhn(5)lG 

18 200000- STflTCH (144) (Gc«»i Banyi C Smdfi 3 7 10 ..-.JWhMnel 

-18 declared - 

BOTW6: 7-a Mra, M C*** Car*. S-l Petraco, 6-1 Just Bob, 10-1 Hfekbred Few, 12-1 Disco 
Boy, lly ChenytMl, 14-1 attmrB 
1985: flien Fiat 5 9 5 ttobeney ten 8-1 B. U%d-Jan»» 11 rai 
FORM GUIDE 

PEHMOO dated top wa&x to win a eoum-anWksurae tonfeap teSLyaar arai agw dimed 
his r*me for trip uacR when fourth to Royal Dome in September, beaten a start head and 
tiw heeds. He was irtucky on his return when tiro to Ca novas Heart at Warwick Just 
Bobnlntfi and Oomfckskjr 16th of 20t and a^n met wth trouble in running last tone, fat- 
big me minor place behind Friendly Brave in a Unwed states at FMteaone. With a low drew. 
Petraco shoiid be hard to beat Nro is Bbo drawn low and must have etciy chance of fel- 
lowing up her recent Newcastle success, when Captain Carat was fourth and Beftida Btea 
ninth. As is usual oner (Iw furioffS. Capam Carat was dang aHlus best wortiar the dealh. 
The upMI finish here s m his favour but Ns winning tun is Stefy to come when pm wer 
set furlongs- Highland Fawn was wen bached prior to winning a decent Woherhamptm 
seBer last time, her first form. She is not harshly beared in this, her first handicap, and is 
one to teep an ajo on making her turf debut. Midi Easterby has ms horses tn gxxJ form 
and DouQFoRy appeals tarty peaed tar the start of her three-year qo career, whi le Sntt cfa. 
drawn one. possesses the early pace to make mem all go. Selection: PETRACO 

lo E^Tkl BEAST FAIR MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS E) 
£4^00 added 3VD lm 2f Penalty Value £3^04 

1 4- BACKDROP ^OBI (RE SBigitedPCIapple-ftern 9 Q -JRridl 

2 00-4 waDUTORlBUE(J8|(PtCIEiwneiHirttWH3^i90 IUte6 

3 <W BMGHT ECLKE (USA] (IS) (J WRobbl JH8s90 MHteU 

4 PMROTSMLL (Mark TompMnsElB) MTomj)tes90 P Robinson 10 

5 0- SMOOIWfiUfiHr 0.711 (UWKhiri0nniM teas 90 -PBoemtaU4 

6 TUDOR FALCON (V*» HM Stud W H»yiB 90 RWb» 

7 44- AUMYS HAPW 071J (CtfciriBV Parv Sniij J Fans!**® 8 3. J>Harisoo2 

8 30 CRVSDlllWIBB0R(33}(VGfeP«) DIWBIS89 4Im6rnm«*3 

I 9 OO- HAUKUD (176) <WR Green] T LfiiertnetinB 9 LDtarnochS 

10 46 KATWIfTSPErf^lBri BowilMrsMRwteySB AMbbb8 

! U LAW BStSOri © L Ben9onj WfrBbrome 89 SSaoderaT 

| 12 06 LUCfnN0(Z7)tM*s AS>ac8jfoS 1 W*0rrs89. UFaBtitU 

- 11 UedWTlt- 

KJTWfi: 6-4 Badakt9>, 4-1 AhMys teppy. 8-1 WW* Edpse. T“k>r Folcoa, 10-1 BetOcAofthsbtue. 
Mttayrfa Pot, 14-1 Steeling U^L Ifi-lethem 
1895: VYOridnew Entra 3 9 0 T Qum 7-2 (P C*J 10 ran 
POflMGUOE 

Wfh Peter Chappla-Wyam hairtng made such a §pod start to the season, (he S0»s are en- 
coura^ng for BACKDROP. The Scenic colt was fourth of M In the Hs*dock (7T1 maiden 
won Oy Carixmon on his only net at tv*c and wdl be wren suited the trfo. Alway* Happy 
finished fourth m both ter runs last >ear. behind Jejah at Unweld and Shaam at Don- 
caster. and ts the obvious atematwe to BacMrop, but James Fenshawe’s rumer may/et 
need the iw that M more. BHflM Ecfipse w* have benefited from his racer* Ungfiem (AWI 
ouffoB and rates best of the others to hai/e run. parrot's HU (Mart Tomphwsi and Tudor 
Falcon (VWTiam Haegas) looh best of the newcomers, out if is significant mat both hare al- 
ready been gelded. Selection: BACKDROP 


5 500506 fiEW CENTUnr (USA) (32) tW J fesyi D Metals 4 9 11. AtefirenaslS 

6 d 11445 (ZLE5T1AL CH0R (32) (CD) il*r Cjnne Sjtaf’ J L E>«e 6 9 10 SLntae 

7 5SO«M> CUFtdMFDXdSvtDIiP arc S Ponnertta'' USu«< 4 98 Ti n Tftein Tl 

6 140- SVB7ANA 007) (DWOannelG I'AaQCSB M KBs 16 

9 253010- SAMBA SHARPUT (178) (D) (Mas V R Jaiwsi A IWe 597 MTeUMtll 

10 00565- ROOT CL82) Ip) (Ms I Cedi Mis J Cecil 5 9 6. thnU 

U 42130 TCUOiAMKlKM (USA) (18) M iUM<Mn AJ IrtJdourn,' f OtfUp 4 9 4 IVPy»3 

12 03024-0 M5TEIM 6DQRAL P3) (CO) ilDCorunl MesMUSipn 594 NOmmshdoI 

13 112100 SCAMBBf (15) (Dj (BF) U Tcnranr S KTOMfl 6 93 Jfortuw JO 

14 2C01&1 MASTER CHARTER (15) doraSuv ftrooem MoJ RamronAS 10. ....XFA»4 

15 023200 DUKE VAUMMO (31) (D)ll £ Egg) R holinsriead 4 89.. XDMtodia 

16 060000- BADGE (172) (D) if B R Leoure Ufl) D Mouv. 5 S 7 DKawcn7 

17 2WC32 AiNOtE PATROL (48) (BF) lEbb AnsonJurgie Pbvon M Braan 4 5 7 UMnnll 

18 312002 DUELLO (26) (D) (H C ftnmotmnj Lai> M Btanrtad 586. KBafoylS 

19 000002 WOflBRD6ELAD(4) (0) ikm Pi^vj P 0 Eors 68 4 sSnknS 

_ doctoftii* 

BEntNft M MaMar Charter, 8-1 CefectU Ctee, 7-1 Hand Cralt. New Ceotny. #-1 Fane Again. 
DudBd, 12-1 Svotttea, WsntMdge Lad. 14-1 others 

1995: Western Gereral 4 9 13 M Coorww 14-1 oto S Han IT r» 

FORM GUIDE 

WENTBWDGE LAD bounced right bar* io lomj at Ttxrsfc on Fnday when beaten a neck by 
vwfl-handcapped Ramos waitzer ana appeared uNuricy nor u> get the race in the stew- 
arts’ mom. havmg been bumped ty tne winner. Su times a winner at Wbherhampron. Wem- 
bndge laa is on a good turf mark (3t> kmer than when a dose fifth of 19 us Mo-Addab at 
Ascot m September) and, wnh ram forecast, hts aWity u act on any gang is a bonus. Mas- 
ter Charter was an intended nmner n Rambo Waitzer's Thush race under a 610 penalty 
fpWwmgNs impres5»a Newcasde win trom Barrel Of Hope iScaratwn wed bached but only 
efjTto). He has another 2ib to cany today, but he looks a progressive sort and should again 
go dose. Lynaa Ramsden also rims Fame Again. 12th ert 2a m the Lincoln, three places 
and 11 lengths ahead of Show Faith. Both are capable of a go ad showing. Western Gen- 
eral. wed beaten at Doncaster lire 20 on )u reappearance and only fourth over hurSes 
at Weihetsy last ume. su( mates some appeal ofi a Atokxrer mart than when wmrw^ this 
race Iasi year. Celestial Choir, just 21b hrffier than when sconrg by twee lengths from 
Nigel's ted over course and distance m August, rai well id he fifth to Cool Edge at Don- 
caster and can agan come out od top wtth New Century (mahl wto Doha VMMfen 112th 
of 21). ftjeUo wNl find tha tourer than the Leicester race m which he was shon-headed 
try Schamhorst. but Newmarket ratoers Hmid Craft, Rory. Sveltatw and Touch A MBon 
(one to nore in a firet-llme visor i ad have the ablkty in ©j wefi. ctlfton Fox finsned m front 
d Touch A Mibon in Ocean Part's Leicester race when both made thee re toms and. Me 
that nvaL Should do better over the shorter trip. Selection: WENTBnPGE LAD 

[Xon \ CORN MARKET LIMITED STAKES (CLASS D) £5AO0 added 
lm 2f Penalty Value £3^66 

1 0Q643D- SHA«5TO(3625Wt»iarFcpaiiieO JlrthCE 7 98 DMe£Bbual 

2 02336-0 N08t£SPRM1Bt(19nwrontdRHMW496 ) Rett 3 

3 231402- SADLER'S WALK (202) (D) (A E CPpentanver) G Magg 5 9 8 M HBs 7 

A 131005- TOtETVDR tUE) [CA ISeyrcurBicoOsmck IUH) laS UOyHemfS 69 S £QoRMd5 

5 064- HUM0LJRLES9 (196) (Sfietti Motaruredl L Cuman 3 8 S 1 Dettori 2 

6 1- IAOTHRXC220)lDbke t* SudwtaWI JWW3tls3 8 2 __NCBmortra6 

7 L- HAVN.QA2ERt2Q5)WtamFta5DUda3B2 DRtfcC*ef3)4 

-7 deefored- 

BETIM6: 9-4 SwfieFs UMi, 3-1 NmI Saar. 5-1 Noble Sprinter, 8-1 Ladytefc. 13-2 Himowtess, 

10-1 TVteynx, Bharisfo 

1995: Rond 4 9 A W Ryan Event (H Ceofl 4 on 

FORM GUIDE 

LADYKIRK overcame greenness ur win on her debut a Ayr last season and is very much 
the type u> improve with age. BUI Wans has not had many nmnere yrt. but Sagebrush teller 
managed a crerttaoie thud to Muter Charter ai Newcastle tor the stable and mere shotrtfl 
be a bit of value to be had with this sip Anchor nay. for wrtvom siamma wW sueJy be a strong 
sun. Humoorteae m proved with each run at two. winding up with a tounn to Forest Buck 
at Leicester. This son at Nashwan rates a big danger. Naval Bazar, tne other three-tear- 
old m the race, comfortably won her only start last season at Bratton, but tha e tourer 
and the form o! David lotto's nreners Is not encouragng. GooifWragfsmnnes have tend- 
ed io need an outing, so the exposed Setter s Walt e passed wer , as s fykevor. who 
has a few pounds to find. One who wifi pose a threat t$ Noble Sprinter, who wfl have ben- 
efrted irom rts tempi cm return in Hx«ri A Guess's race and was thru of 25 to Swerteefw 
Lucky at VOrt lire lfl In October. Setectiaa: LAOYhJRK 

A cnl LEVY BOARD HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5400 added 2m If 
Penalty Value £4013 

1 000-005 EVtZIO RDFD (17) fT Carte) N Ufflrcdsn 4 10 0 TOMcLre#An7 

2 5/4000 JUDtQAL HELD pi) (Mrs EENenCoom NTrNer7 98 KteTMfcr2 

3 4QB02 NORDIC SUN (St) 0 3 Sfc&tarl L Lt»to- Janes B 9 6 — T W— re 6 

4 1D100- MAD|tSA)P62}(AlaiBscte))lMue6ri3 OatoGfosaeS 

5 621143 UPPQ? MOUNT CLAM (17) tC E &StarO C BrOar 69 2 8 Dote 3 

5 321606 SHWTH (TRJ [HI HSR fitateesi R Hnbnstaad 5 8 10. LDeftariB 

7 0014-42 NOtAN (32) 1C H McOrel Dtetafts6 88 Ate C l — t i ll 

B 2C0654 TtSepOSTO (70) to^McirtfiafiCapt JVten 6 8 7 IFortWWlA 

9 60502- SUJUO (187) M R Breton) Mtb J RansOer 4 8 3 K Mod 13 

ID 3004-00 BOLD SECT (11) (G Inoel E Atari 8 7 13 LChareocklD 

U 123A41 CRmMGW0WU«lEwptKitoBaceaJLEte5712 DYM*lB)4 

12 40005 TMPHaiA (11) (The five WnarK ParmwmpU Atedve 5 7 12 F Norton 9 

13 OQO- LMO(USA)(I95)fThelowFVe«ljdlLanB>5711 IFte*tgl2 

14 341400- TONCH (212) it*S 0 WigSl N TwMe 4 7 10 CCwttrlfi 

15 214060 GREAT ORATION (U) (CO) (M D Hahatagm Dal F Mhaon 7 7 10 Atectoyl 


SeJectfom BACKDROP 


Sftl BENTLEY SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) £3(000 added Bf 

■^*1 Penalty Value £2^43 

1 1-02120 5EACBflL(27)TOlANG(adven MGamjdv: 109 12. LO— ck2 

2 006344) BUJE GRfT (8) (CD) (C Uichaei V«aorB M Dote lfl 9 7 7 

3 006060 ROCHTTWD (2^ (B Barnett) P Hewing 5 9 7 F Norton 3 

4 354323 SEAUEEH (5) (Di (Mes N FThesj^rJ D Chacmre 79 7 

5 1400-50 8MAHT BIEST (32) P) (Rad IA»iby) J AHBBB 497— — .^FatenS 

6 003206 BROOfflEAfl LAP7 (24) (CD) (J E Ptto&fl P 0 £vais 5 9 2 -. — S SecAn B 

7 400-300 RO«l)CmOT(D) Wirrti^RacTigParliie^AS^^ — T VWtec a B 

S 6-2 PWMO IAP (7) IP ^ COontoesl W G MTune r 3 8 10 BOrffckll 

BETTING; 84 3 — D ear, 7-2 Sea DwA 9-Z Btae M, 11-2 PlfcBO Lad, 7-1 ft—fiheed lady, 8-1 

ItaciqiTM, 12-1 often 

lowe Bnomad lady 4 92 K Darby 6-1 (P D Bans) 15 an 
FORM GUSE 

ra M E CSOTfetewte the mOBconstetarapertoimar those flaya. but if he can notch anoth- 
tfwni anywhere, ttes over the s£« furtangs here, scene Of lh« af Ws test sfcvteones. There 
^^mSxUemerrt in his reappearance eighth of Uy IMtas 

BrooMiewl Lady won ttits race last yearwhgi fit frtMtitheal- 

weatfw and has simisr eredenbsls fodqr. She seems a«e to cto». SereDa— ftotiWd 

lOtewhs behind Saa Dev* on the Southwell aft-weather m Febn«y. ow th ose tf te lrg 
ae *cSr to be ravwsed on turf. Sea-Deer ran crerfitstty to oead-heat for thud bahmd Lagp 
Pi vararu af fhpon on Thursday end has evrery chance of a fbsi **iin Snwst two yrare. 
Primo Lad chased fm m e Lady CaruHne temb at FoSvestone last wreeK on on ly hts se cond 
start. He wfl improve for fha mn end over tWs tone* trip. Once m ea t Sma rt ^Stre e t i gt 

M » to Cool Ed^ a Doncasiw. ms» t» su«^ by we drop to dtetenosbuiisbert w*«wd 

for Die Ume befrig. ' STeircttoir BUIE grtt 

I ' o enl PONTEFRACT PARK HANDICAP (CLASS C) £S,000 added 
penalty Vialue£e^72 

1 003400 SHfOTBAWfglimflANH^BHaWwSlOO^-—. 

2 1311- HAW CRAFT (259(0) (Ms MM H^S) WHB&& 4 9 13 ** ? 

3 212344) FNWA8A*l(aU(CD»(MRCfHtet)*A9JRflnWBn4912 HenAtoKemn2 

4 310120- (gJUJNQ (172) (AGVteBcn) M Dcds 49 11 f Can* 14 


6 321606 SHABfflOR) 0DH S RftB(8nesifiHobnsheaa5810. L Dettori 8 

7 0014-42 NOMN(32)ICHMcO»lD)fctais688 Ate6n— 11 

B 240654 TRBABBiSn) (70) (Dot^MtetanCaiA J Vten6 8 7 IRri—U 

9 60502- SUJUD (1S7) M R Breton) Ure J Bansder 4 8 3 K FMca 13 

ID 3CHK00 BOLD SECT (11) (G laoel E ABcn 8 7 13 LOmchlD 

U 123441 6R^MGWOWOA)i£urp*!foBB*s4JLEire5712 D9fc«a(3)4 

12 40005 TtAPHBM (11] (The five Nsdotb Pamrempi J tease 5 7 12 F Norton 9 

13 OfJO- LMO (USA) ( 19S) (The Low FVersLsfiLhri^i 5 7 11 IFM«12 

14 341400- PUfCH (212) (Uft D V*e«| N TrtJe 4 7 ID GCvttrU 

15 214060 GREAT ORATION (11) (CO) (M D Hafwnetm Dal F Watan 7 7 10 AMtokqfl 

- 15 Sectored - 

Atehnni ne^iC 'a IDS. In*) frsnScap Great Craanr 7c 7BX 
BEUWBc 7-2 Upper More* Oatr, 6-1 Nay—, 7-1 St^ri, 8-1 Stetf)r, Greet N^rt Out 10-1 Bc« 
Bed. 12-1 Nanfic 8-. 14-1 attMre 
189& Robeny us 7 9 5 K Dsiey 11-4 (Mn M Revetoyt 13 ian 
FORM GUBJE 

GREEK NIGHT OUT was 60) cut of the handcap when fbunh to Cross Talk en Catferick Last 
month and that has affected her handicap mark adversely, but she scored by 10 lengths 
from Swwuungai Scu&Mel last time off today s rating and s worth the chanra to repro- 
duce the form on tuf. Les Eyre's mare was a good third to Alcian Blue war a styamg trip 
here m October ana toe step up in distance is very much In her favour. Noyan proved no 
match tor Sharhrwan at Doncaster on tne opening ttty «fl the usl season, but he art fin- 
ished wen dear of the ccriers re the 2t> strong (lew, recfudfng Upper Moo— Cfafc (fourth). 
Evozio Rulo iwtftthi and Stoddyr (12th). Noyan should again go well, wtrie Upper Mount 
Clair, thed to Warmaptanumse re hamptorfs Queen’s Pitre, and ShaKfyr. staytngdn sbah 
to Sudden Spm at Beverley, ere not ou of it either. Sujud. a cheap puchase out of Tom 
Jones's yard and bred for scamna. is one to note on tns first nre for Lynda Ramsoen. whAe 
tad stays re«iy well out may just need the race. g elo cri oo : GREEK NIGHT OUT 

f F o n] SPRING MAIDEN FHJJES STAKES (CLASS D) £5^00 
added 3NO Gf Penalty Value £3£15 

1 2- BOUM JOANNE (318) (La^r WesttrocW T Eastafiy 8 11 MBta*9 

2 0- BU3BY pOR (B H Fflnl A SW«t 8 11 RNB«12 

3 OBra. DUM0H3 W B inwrei G DCWft 8 U KMtoo3 

4 2 OMNE MBS4» (11) iLfis) A Jams 8 11 1 1MB 2 

5 0 Fffil Ofi fUE (15) 16 L Sensri] W BrdctirB 6 11 SS—denlfl 

6 mnyx«OT(Martfto«wnBteugt8U NC*fcfo7 

7 430- FVflRS BFT (223) iMtoBur AI Maiffluti) B Fbrtuy 8 11 PB—Sefoll 

8 0- MBhAWOTCmj Write AJKhaMaJJFsrdeveS 11 J>Hanto-4 

s IdrsrreMAB (Sbr^MohanmHfi JWWsmaU J Carrol 13 

10 5 Meows PWNCS5S 121) (J D &anamJ 0 McMahon 8 U GCretorS 

11 0- piGBM HOLE (34(3 flod Dronon) R Ksnon 8 11 IBtidfi 

12 06000- PDWSPRWCSS (20^ (FE Dwreesl JFWemgS 11 JiMkS 

13 2- FROMPIUf (242) (James WAgai) MS— n 8 11 1 Dettori 1 

14 8000* STREAM [G F Pgrtcrton) R Wrcte rfl 11 AMhaaelA 

BEntNfk 7-4 PnnpHy, 8-1 Batey , 13-2 Pge— Hte, 7-1 CM— Mtoo-P, MysBc MaU, 10-1 BoHb 
J oanna, 12-1 Mote's Prtnrwa, 14-1 (Where 
1385: Roseted 3 8 11 K Oarfey 9-1 (R Haavon) 10 on 

FORM GUIDE 

With the lowest draw re her favour. PROMPTLY can go one berter than when hale a net* 
by My Manam re a Newmarha maiden re Augjst She •« stay further than this n due cosse. 
wwfa Joanns also finished runner-up on her soie juvenSe sraru Io Bhie fits at Haydoch 
(St). She Is a big davger. This loota a much better race than the one in which DMoe MJss- 
P was runner-up to Total Aloof at Bevaney. Alec Stewart had a TTwsR winner I ast week wKh 
Angaar and ffis Bodby e a pcssrtxfiry, along with Bi Watts's Mi^tahid ffly Myst i c MaM. 
The extra furlong shoiid help Mcola'a Princess, fifth to Spteang at Noavtftam. 

Selection: PROMPTLY 


RACING RESULTS 


BRIGHTON 

2.00: L CASTLE HOUSE G QUrre) 2-1 
fevourtte: 2. Seat rfe 9-1: 3. Siaterial Par- 
ted 3-1. 6 tan. neck. 2%. U Ahehurec Up- 
per Lamboum). Tote: £2.20: £1-10, £4 .20. 
Dual Forecast £15J0. CSF: £1&58. 

2jct l. APtaio red (Can# Mcma) 5- 

1; 2- ARwIghtthen 20-1: 3- FttenJy Brava 
*4Jtfgv.Brae.&-*Jlb* GlggfoswtoK Giri 

(4thl hd, V5. (AMoore. Bri^tor^-TO*«c£4L10; 

£1.70, £6L30. OF: £2&80. CSft £6L«7. 

3D0: 3- KD4GS HARMONY (Pat Eddety) 
evens fev: 2. Cfcerane S 1: 3. Rowtoedsons 
Stud 11-2. 8 ran. v«. 2vt IP O^xxma 

Mate y). Tots: £2J.O; OlO. £2-00. OF: 
£3.50, CSF: £6.49. 

3L30: 1. MYBESTVAL0my« (AWhalTO 
14-1; 2. JO Mnlmus4-1 tor. 3. EitfouH- 
2. 8 ran. nit. fid. P White. WfendwerJ-Tote: 
fiBMV f.l 20 £2.90. £1-40, . EJF: S3L20. 
CSF; £6134- Tncast £270.75. 

4JXfc 1_ BAB OF 1MCHS IT 0i* nnl S’ 2 " 
W 2-Mtoc Owffl« S-2 Slfar. 3. Nfeefc 
choice 7-1. 3 ran. 5. 1VS • ts Dow, Eps®™- 

£L3a £L5ft £WODR£^0. 

CSF: £965. Tno: £22.00. NR: Eiemeniaor- 

■ 430: LRIE2HBIE (T 
lor OndB* 4-L 3. Forewr NobM 

&A fov Stellar ur» «.U ^DwT- 
im Aftreriefl TBW £320i £1.10, £1-60. 
£150. DF: £9^0. CSF: £3-4a Tm £2960. 


SlOO: 3. AUTUMN COVBi (0 Blg^J 6-1: 
2. Co B ute Mgte 5-1; 3. Victory Team 2-1 
lav. ll ran. '-h. IV*. (R Flower. Jerin^onj- 
Tote: £660: £2.70. £1.80, £1«. DF: 
£iasa CSF: £33.46. Trfoasc £7369. Tno: 
Cl LOO- 

Raoepob £5260. Qnadpot £10-«0. 
Place 6 C £92.46. Place Ss £4550. 

VEX HAM 

p oor 3. IRBHLAND WAY (MDnyerl 10- 
11 ten 2. Uk Hytfene 5-1; 3. xa^ete 0-2. 
ID ran. 2vi, 5. fMaron Todhtme). Tate: 
r?nn- £lio. £160, £.1 30. Dual Forecasn 
£4.50 CSF: £5>-76. TriK £320- Ncn Rwv 
pera: M+Rw. Starara* RK. 

150; 1 TRUE SCOT (R Johnson) 5-2:2. 
KraRi«ee 25-1- 3. The Stthteer 11-10 ter. 
13 w. 26. 2Vr. (P Cneesbrou^tJ. Tota: 
£3.70: £110, £9 JO, £140. DR £194.00. 
CSF: £6114. Trier £7l3a 

3^fclOYEHFlOWB«mVER»7lDTi- 
arel8-l-2.MoraJqyl2'l;3.CoolWeaib- 
erfr5 ter. 10 ran. tf«id. 17. U WadeJ. Tote: 
£6.60; £160. £233. £110. DF: £3620. 
CSF: I88L56. TnK £43JQ. After a aBranfs 
etquiy. resrit imsfieetL 

150:1 BOLD PURSUfT Owyeri 9-4 
&r, 2: Buffi’s PMe 4-1; 3L Top Rrila 33- 
1 16 ran. 3*. 2 . 0 FaaGeraW). Tote: £310: 
£150. £2.10. faaO. OF: £8-5a CSF: 
£1182. Tno: £10100. Nft Sense. 


4206 1 SASIBA'S HBtO ID Byrne) 4-1 
2. PosUtva Action 10-1 3. HeMlnriaw 11- 
1 12 ran. 3-1 ter Flash cff Realm. 2vi» 2=A. 
U Bortomie)). Tote: £5^0; £2-30. £4.60. 
£3JO. Dual Forecast: £®.50- CSF: £43.61 
Tricast: £386.93. Trip- £68. Da NR: Port fit 
A Storm. 

4^0:1 RASCALLY (AThoman) 11-2: 2. 
Etampter ID-13. Dear Dnfly 121 11 ran. 
3-1 fev Nortnem Squre (Bthi. 2 . 3. iMbs L 
Sfodaflj . Tote; £6.40; £2JO. £2Jft £200. 
Dual Forecast: £23.80. CSF: £5053. Tnc- 
asc £600-35. Tno: £92J?0. NR Any Dream 
Would Do. 

PtocepoC £46.60. Quaifont- £3 7.2a 
Place 6: £4028- Ptece 8: £4339. 

NOTTBTOHAM 

2_10: 17HE WAD J fiarereel 12-1 2. 
Merabea Welcnme 16-1 3L Pride Of 
Wteedey 7-1 20 ran. 11-2 fsv The Fhsfcy 
Fame:. 2 1 <D F^cftoSs, TfcirtxJ- Tote: 
£17.40; UBS. £13.70. £4^D. Dual rare- 
cast £33833. cc^LierSiraan Forecast 
E333J4. Tea: £20231 :St G&tQ'S DKffff. 

2MK 1BOLUN HARRY IV S/tfU 33-2; 
Z Daaere 12-1 3. taste 5-1 tel 4. MBtft 
CramMe 2-1-2. 23 ran. 1 2-h. (T EasertV. 
Voter... Tate: £11.40: £2.4&. £3.03, 
£130. £270. Dua' Forecast: £20260. 
CSF: £9056. These SCiaZLTfer £27333 
r-KSrsw. 

3L10; 1 BAILEYS SUNSET 7- 


2 2. Super Itecfty 3-1 tec 3 Swan At win*, 
lay 8-1 13 ran. NK.2Vr. (J M Bratfley. Cttep- 
Stow). Tote: £530; £140, £230. £330. 
DF: £630. CSF: £15.99. TnK £67.10. 

3^0: 1 FURTHER RJGHT (M Hfcl 2-1 
Z Assessor 15-8: 3 Source Of Lght 7-A 
{av. * ran. !*«, 3. (B HBS, Uanboum).^ Tote: 
£290. DR £330. CSF: £556. NR: Unpac 
West. 

4JUhlG0U> BLADE (Mra Lfearoa) 5- 

I tec 2. Carton Express 14-1 3. Dn A ffeat 
Aten 33-1 4. Cbewley Dancer 20-1 23 
sen. Iw, stx-hd. IJ Pearce, Newnartea Tote 
£5.70: £1-60, £3.10. £19.10. £.7.10. DF: 
£6010. CSF: £73.96. Tncasc £2,017.42 
Tnoc £35020. 

140: IFABBAJON^ftater) 7-12 Qra- 
cuai 20-1 2 Embryonic 10-1 4. Cuango 
12-1 20 ran. 11-2 fav Befia Sedona. Nh. a 
iC Smith. Weamgse). Tate: £9.10; £2.00, 
£3110. £2.00. £1.70. Dual Forecast 
£18950. CSF: £35321 Traast £1360.01 
Tic: £41100. 

510: 1 DOCKLANDS LftlO (K Dartey) 6- 

1 3 Exactly 16-1 3 Ctearac BaKat 132. 

II ran. 2-1 fav Sh For GofeJ (4th). 1 ?h. 3. 
:B McMath, Newmartet). Tutu: £6^0: 
£180. £650. £160. DF: £89. 90. CSF: 
£89.73 Trio; £16330. 

Jackpot Not son. Pod of £20.702.44 car- 
rat forward to Foraefcaci today. 

Ptocepefc £172890. Qoadpofc £5633, 
Pirn & £1274.73. Place 5: £240 63. 


them." Professor Smith said. 
“Minds arc being applied to 
doping all the time where large 
sums of money are involved. 
Word about new drugs spreads 
very quickly. If we were to let 
down our guards there would be 
a rash of dopings breaking out." 


Three of ihe North's top 
chasers. Section Banks. Morceii 
and Jodami. arc on course for 
Saturday's Whitbread Gold Cup 
at Sundown - the last major 
event of the jumps season. Jo- 
dami. with 12a in the Whhbiuad. 
had a similarly austere burden 


when second to Feathered Gale 
in the Irish National. “He has 
come on for that run," Anthea 
Farrell, daughter of Jodami’s 
trainer, Peter Beaumont, said 

Batttoe Tote: 9-2 Sconcn Bonus, 7-1 Feath- 
ered Gale. Morceh, 8-1 Life Of A loriJ. 9-1 Jo- 
dami. Hung Ksder, 10-1 Barton Banh. Geceol 
Rusty, Supenor fimsfi. 12-1 whets. 


FOLKESTONE 

HYPERION 

2J)Q Mansab Z30 Jerry Cutrona 3 jOO HeUo Dol- 
ly &30 Watch The Fire 4J30 Ajdar 4^30 Pip’s 
Dream S4X) Safecracks 

GOING: FTrDL 

STALLS: SmigfU - auunLs' Mriv: 71 A ImJf - i.-uto>]th.- 
ORAW ADVANTAGE: High pwtibcrs In-A •>( I Lr Vj-J i„ -,m If 

■ KiRjii-hattfi unifiiiount; courst- uuh j run-in Mi furlong. 

■ i'outsc o Cut W uf town otT .191. \VcnU-nhang.T ^uunn («cr- 
v»t fu«n Umrfon. rhonng Cnrei oibrens Men ADMISSION: 
Club 11- (urahT-lG* fnvi: Taiursulb. IS.oU, L'uun« Ervduture 
fit. plus £1 fur i-ach necupara. CAB P ARK- free. 

rsislf^ 

BUNSEBED FIRST TIME.- 1 I. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Nuoe. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNXEBS: Dnwalib ( L :UJ l tot? bwn vitti 
bj D Uodn Jones tiwn ELul Ivif. Mid GLunoiKUt; Peow* Pride 
I 't J*l) saw 226 rOJc* I9 At Bolton fnxo SmArtivi, WTh-inre: Darhaat 
1 1 LIU) taut 2IS nute<. R Storsoa from Waa. BocklatuL Suitro.re- 

WALMER APPRENTICE MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3^50 added 3VD6f 189yds 

1 A CHff IDO FARR Rom 8 12 Jt Soria (5) lfl 

2 00-2 AlFME«EAWXV(17}BHa«uiy812 J Stack (3) 6 

3 55 MmBHES (16) M Hedon-SB 8 12 SflMaua(3)3 

4 43-2 MANSAB(a2)0F)JDirt)pS12 AWtataa 9 

5 50- Mpni Rln^anSlS F McCabe 2 

6 2592 SbfcLEY SECLRE tlJJ M Dnrevr 3 IT PPP*«piiyO)7 

7 026- LADV BANKES (1731 W6 M Tktxt B 7 C AdBom (3) 8 

8 000430 LAT2» (31) B PBarce 8 7 l«UMac(5)4 

9 60064 MAAr8BLEBBMBMCP83)PUCtalS7-^tyacfe(3}l 

10 50 ANGKIYniANIOM (223) J I9&8 7 M Henry (3] S 

-lfldadirad- 

8E7TME: M HnA 7-2 ABfoalBteany. MSuricy Sana; 7>lArta» 
reo, 8-1 MkMy Phantom, 10-1 Maot^aBi 8* sene, 14-1 athere 

in of) I FOLKESTONE TOWN LASTED STAKES 
I— "I (CLASS E) £4^00 added 6 f 189yds 

1 00-1462 Mi£Z CtTONO DO) £D) M Be« 5 9 9 Mfoatool 

2 00P-C10 KIWI— MBIT (18) PIS Dpi. 4 98 AMy(5)8 

3 300521 HNMN BEACH (21) (P) G L Moore 598 4UMwoitk3 

t 261000 DMIAIB (lfl) (D1 0 HryJn toys 6 9 o WCnaa7 

5 2U-0600 OFBCE HOURS (38)CCy»4 9t> BH^nlO 

6 646042- THE STAGER (240) p) J Jcrfons 4 9 6 R Cochrane E 

7 032135 JBCfTCUIRONA (7) (CD) N Catalan 3 8 9Jtoos ONeB (5) 2 

8 OOO ANDUKOC STOM (23) E Dunlap 3 6 7 Jtoul LdOeiy 4 

9 420300 CASIAN(iaSJJDUtop38 7 TQutaofl 

10 43305 EUROMK BOY (10) (BF) A Janas 3 8 7 J Start (3) 9 

- 10 Oadarta - 

BFTTtC: 2*1 Jeuy Oitau, 02 ADazCyran, SDBWJd Btadt. 8-1 Cra- 
te! S tte i u te m, 8-1 Ite Stafiet, Earebcx Boy. 10-1 others 

lonnl SAN DUNG SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
l" v J £3D00 added 2 YO 5f 

1 OO REBUKE (E) H Wmscn B 11. JJarrtn Moffstt (3) 8 

2 WITHOUT nSBtDS R Hamm 8 11 -Dana ONeB (5) 5 

3 236 IB10 DQLUr ^)(tMyS6 CSeaBy(7)6 

4 0 M0UJUr(U] MQannBC — __C«dy Monts 2 

5 4 MUPPEt p.0) Mes Gdj- rvJtvcy 8 6 R Cactreme 3 

6 RUN LUCIf RUN R Guea 8 6 W Woods 7 

7 HHZZKD J £W%£i 8 6 JIBaH(5)l 

8 WHO TOLD VSCKT J MooreF 6 JFEgM 4 

-BdadraM- 

BETIBte 7-4 WMtoat Friends, 32 RrinAc, Halfo Dofly. 5-1 Muppet, 5- 
1 tea Lucy tea, 15-1 Mi— y. 28-1 ottan 


CHEPSTOW 


HYPERION 

2JD The amd Z40 Sparking Yasmm 3JD Welsh 
Legion 340 FouHi ki Une 4JD Frozen Drop 4-40 
PORESTAL (nap) SAD Hamitan Sgk 

GOING; Gtrtd to SofL 

■ Left-hand, tuidulaiing rounse with run-in of U40ytto. 

■ Bofi-courac fir an A440. Chepstow rafi station (ConfiH - G fouces- 
ter Une) » I mile nwaj-. ADMISSION: Chib £J4; TaoeraaJl« £10 
l OAPs SQ j. Course S5 (OAPs £3). CAR PARK: FVee 


WDfNEKS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE BCNNEBSc Boom Deep (4.10) has heat sc* 22S 
mdert by B RoilmeB &om khhrai Nonb Yoriuhbe; Ctmnge IV Bejga 
(4.lOTsent 164 miles by MJ&6 A Embrrlmb Ercmi Hevruarkei, Snff'jflL 

10 mi REYNARD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
L^=l! £4^00 added 2m 3f 110yds 

1 641343 RW5 BRAND (29) (flf)Gfc*firg 6116 A P McCoy 

2 P3P RUSSIAN BART (41] R Rom) 611 0 DtrSeteac 

3 W)M THE BRUD (108) 5 Shenood 8 11 0 Xlterta 

4 03 1HEGOMEAO(«7)TFmKreilO ATtaMoo 

5 00 THE WAYWARD BISHOP (329) MQLtetcr 7 HO 

PCroriay (7) 

6 2PPSP5 WELSH COTTAGE (35) JGdM 9 110 PfBda 

7 3212F4 VEOTVaa^m^MHadtoy 51012 J) Jbftisoc (3) 

s p *wmnm«»BtiEsc97)RPtote6ifl9 irba» 

9 P43PP4 LYT0CA1 SEAL P3) D fttnrii Dac 6 10 & SMcfU 

ID m WOCSJDe LAirr (M£) J liifit, 8 10 9 SCvn 

-lOdocteari- 

BEITWG: M Foati Brood, 7-4 We Go Ahead, 4-1 Vray«L 6-lThe Brad. 
8-1 RaaMaa Bari. 12-1 The Waymnl BWtep, 18-1 otbera 

in An \ DEBUTANTES MARES NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS ej £ 3,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 001 JMJHTrjUtC(lSJWBEEMay5U6 RJahraoap) 

2 BESTlBTRBue«sr6110 BPoaeS 

3 60S BRETY CW£ (47) T Foter 6 11 0 AThomhn 

4 4344 CAROLES CffiJSADS (47) G Bafong5 11 0 R&aaoe 

5 CAVBiOBH ROSE H KAana^i 5 11 0 Rtohstf Boast 

6 2-66 CONVENT BARDBm N Hsnaason 6 11 O._JRKmm0 

7 (K0044 DUWBCB5 COUNIRIT (53) FTucte611 0 .BUptei 

8 FANCrrRAffflVIfcsC JWnsey5110 RPranrt 

9 5 ROfBON PS3) Cftefi 6 11 0 Cktexfo 

lfl GUS!B«4GEMVIM5(}raai6UO SMcNaM 

11 00 IMft MUCKf DUCK C9)& Bating 6 110 SFartco(3) 

12 00 WS5Mtl£nE(l^A(toirolS110 DVMahm 

13 50 MOONLIGHTER CM) C Jackson 6 u 0 Wlhafoteays 

14 0 PENGUH (33) R Jfoer 5 110 Wilcftrtanf 

15 631202 SPARKLnQ TASMM (10) (D)PHobbs4 ID 13.>APMoGQ 

16 GffiYBUIDEttsPrtedlor MSatet 

-lEriacteod- 

BETTW& 84 Sparidfog yaarakt, 6-1 Comeot Bardeo, 13-2 jaanly Jaw, 
7-1 CarateS CYasadar, 12-1 Briny Safe, Gtstateig Dean, 14-1 often 

F n l fl ! DUNR4VEN WINDOWS SOUTH & WEST 
~*LI WftlESPOWTTO-POINT CHAMPIONSHIP 
HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £SflOQ 3m 

1 2350-63 BOGUS GOLD (27)0 Bras 10 12 8 Mr T Janes (5) 

2 341PPF NBSH IB90N (54) (CD) G lews 11 12 6— MrJJldte (7) 

3 12F64/ TOUCH V PASS CWJ63)HWiBnoai2 6_J*rn»tiDr (7) 

4 BANCffHMBOy UssAmams9123— IB D5JMas(7) 

5 P CARACffl.(10)TJcnes7123 MrBPUIs(7} 

6 23 SSDaUBUY0U(2297)iTitectllO123_teB1UkKfe(7) 

7 «U l*ISOSTYtE(109O)HLa«l3 123 _ 

8 (V 0SCBDIAp47B] Ms5M Ree 10 123 MrPWMnax (7) 

9 P65P4J- PAT CUlSi C380J D Wro U IZ 3 _ — MrUJacfcsaa(7) 

10 324P/2- MDERS QUAY (372) J Jones 13123 teABtiteg[7) 

11 CC35- CEU1C DAUffifTHt (339 J H Istls 7 11 12 

12 0Q0iX» MAJOR BSIT (KO) & Sqenca 6 11 12 MrAWBHB(7} 

13 MSS WLLBROOK □ Grt^Artry 6 11 12 -Mr E WBaos (7) 

14 SETEHUWWNJOtasrn: „(frASa»ote^ 

-14dadared- 

BEITDtt 11-4 Goobfa GoU, 7-4 Wststo latere. 7-1 Oseeeta. M Gm Pm- 
bfe You, 10-1 BaacytEta Boy, 12-1 Ata Wttroah, 14-1 b 8 m» 

Io > 4 Aj HANCOCKS HB HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS B) £74)00 added 2m UOyds 

1 11P-3P0 10SSAB (42) (D) U fipe 5 11 10 J lamer 

2 1-40522 FWUH NUHEJlfl (P) JEa*atijS l09._ RJohnstm (3) 

3 Q3W06 MAJOR BU&S? 03) (DIG 3^7 10 6 APHcCoy 


l yoril BARHAM MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS E) £4^00 added 3TO 6 f 

1 23COW- BCIRA HOUR (194) Ur Muff 9 0 - R0oe*raoo4 

2 GOVERMBTSSOTUsL JeweS9 0 RIWwl 

3 60t^6 MAIiOFynraOlAJar.tsPO TQttetS 

4 56022-0 NEVER THtetTVriCE (10) Mo^,- 90 CSca4y(7) 7 

5 50 SPOTTED EASE (31) Rrionncn 90 Dana 07189(^3 

6 002 BLESSED SPOT 091 C Wat 89 W Woods 9 

7 00 DARING VBITURE (21) 7 J N±j^on 8 9 .TAd4oy(7)2 

S HRST GALLERY R Fawef B 9 DBgfisS 

9 3 WATCH THE HRE (15) J Saras 8 9 JflataS 

-SrieriMca- 

BEtnret 2-1 BtesaodS|*«. 3-1 WattriThoFfi*. 4-1 Manor Wh.fi-1 Ex- 
tra Hoar. 7-1 Never Ihfi* Tmfce. 14-1 Dariag Vantare, 20-1 othara 

(A /ini LEVV BOARD HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
Crirj £4^00 added lm 7f 92yds 

1 055000 VWM SPELL (17) pi G L Moore 6 9 12 SHttbrttttl 

2 21554 3 ARZttN«B51 j8&fcsS9S JQrina3 

3 eiXKit- MLAK 111) J L Harrs 491 JFEgrae , 

4 305403 C0UHBAnL(ll)SDaw490 .TiyrtanT 

5 051252 AEMR(ll)to£sGavfieileuy5Sli RCocfvmlO , 

E 34K203 DURHAM (10) RSrmoscn 58 8— — 5 Drome (3) 4 

7 502200 S0QMfiA(7)(C0)RMfitWW682 JJBRE&2 1 

8 1036-45 ALLTHE JOTS (70) (Bf) CCyffir 5 7 12 MtattoaB 

9 060415 THE LAO (45) (BF) L Uarrege fol 7 710_lte1taDiqmr(7}5 I 

10 313260 BOflMMtlDP O^teratE 7 10 -NVKtey(3)8 I 

MMhwr n eet^ir 79 IOBl True hanBop vdgftts: Hk LaO 7st Btb, DM- I 
raa 7u SC. ! 

BETTING: 4-1 Ajdar. 9-2 Droban, 6-1 COtearl, Wzyan, 6-1 Wak, The 
Lad, 12-1 ottari | 

I A onl DOVER HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,200 

| ‘♦■Oy j added lm 4f 

1 251000- YET AGABi (209) (D)B Hentuyrt 913 I Stack (3) 10 

2 30-5011 POTS DREAM (18) (D) M f^an 5 9 11 RCmaM 

3 500050- RtSTTC SOU) (154) M Utter 4 9 10 MWI»raill 

4 300000- JGAIElWG(230)PMntC*4 99 JtCtortlS 

5 OMCO FAST FORWARD (RED (279) LMonidgie Hal 59 7 

JFEpal2 

6 KXW nnKSGMn£(UB4)MRUnreB9a CRB0K2 

7 030500 ASWY H1L (264) R Rn«e 5 9 L RCadmmri 

6 JOOOOO- FRESH LOOK (13»RSpcer4 91 KM»1 

9 063-66 YBUNfDRASON(19)BPteoe3811 MHraey(5)7 

10 306004 JEANDER4MEnE(M)R Spreer 586 NKoanedy3 

11 0OOOOO NORIHERN SPRUCE (10) A Faster 4 8 0 .TSprateS 

12 020420 UMDEUANBOUMN05) Rirgiari3 7 13 Ji Adana 6 

13 0000- OU) SCHOOL HOUSE (1885 TJNa^Wn 3 7 13 JifttotiraB 

14 TTOCV AUCTlONffiR (L25B) Mi^ L Jewel 8 7 U 

— — .C Adamson (6) 13 

- 14 dadved - 

BEtTWO: 64 Pip's Dram. 7-1 Jean de Heratte, 10-1 Yaflo* Dra^a, 12- 
1 Jovto Iffrig, FastH Gold, Fait Forward fired. 16-1 others 

re 1 Uni ™ freeman handicap (class f> 

£3^50 added 3YD lm 1# 149yds 

1 300-2 BASOOO(2B)EDu*p9 7 M Eddery 10 

2 51-6055 DOMETtlS (19) (BF) R Hanncn 9 4 0raaOTWl(5)7 

3 500246 DUNGEON PROCESS (11) (BF) M OEpnan 9 4 Jf Holies 14 

4 ooo- PETR06 fSBDE (183) M Baton 9 4 JQtenS 

5 00-2 SAIECRACXBi (3D J hSk 32 MHe«y(5)ll 

6 000-6 SPRALFUBl(S2)Mlbher92. MWVhhi3 

7 0060- IIA&AM MARASH [185) A Fosas 8 11 TSpntel 

8 436-544 [TORTS GRAB HR£fl5)K hay S3 ISte*(3)15 

9 OOO CONDOR RDGE (19 B Meehan 8 ft JFE8*2 

10 00005-5 SPCACI0tB(15)C8anssBd86 AMcSaoeB 

11 COO LAHK(21)Khav86 _DBjgpl3 

12 600000- saver awn (IBS) PMnhrfs 3 F(«Befa(S)u 

13 OOO- AS1RA MARIW (182) PMtnifiv8 3 ^0mne(3)4 

14 50-1332 BAJLftWCX (24) N Graham 0 3 MPmfopS 

15 0600- SBSflAN M7STK (304) P MiJpfiy 7 12 NAdansS 

-IStot i aal- 

EEJTW& 4-1 Bssood. 5-1 BaSaidi. 7-1 Safecracker, 10-lDmatte. 12- 
1 Dungeon Priotses, holy’s Grab Mra, Efficadans, 14-1 often 


4 000434 SUPREME MASTER (UR (Q lies CJorintay 6 lfl OR Farad 

5 122146 TOUCH StUfER W «H Utnos 6 100 ADoufagd) 

-Bdedanad- 

Wnliraim He®* IOsl Tne hantcap "d&t Supreme Afosrer flsr &a. Touch 
Sber&Gb. 

BEITMfc 54 lOssair, 9-4 Foorth fit Une, 9-2 Hfifor Dfl0ar, 1215uprenre 
Master, 20-1 TiaKhSBver 


TO 

1 V35P-1F 
(3) 

2 12W0 

3 :-m 

4 060426 

5 22AHJ40 

6 3-11543 

7 541305 

8 P-06U32 

9 0P42P1 

10 3-1202P 

U 112323 

12 P1PPP4 

13 65P3P3 

14 P4-PPF2 


IB UF2F21 

17 640PFP 

18 P&4P1P 
IS 6P3Q26 
20 54P00F 
23 PW 
22 4ffPP54 


LONG HAUL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5400 added 3m 2f UOyds 

DONT liaff UP (38) m MSS V VHbfflS 10 12 0 Jl Jatate 

OAXION GREBC (17) (Q M Plpf 12 11 9 >__D tafente 
JRAASSIC CLASSK {») (D) Mre L Rdvtis 9 11 &_B PDad 

NJOQE JOE (15) fp M Ta» 10 U 4 Rfinatf 

TVP MARB0 (42) SShenood 11114 Ufa* 

MOtthP(34)TFort«91H AThontea 

WM» TORT (17) P) J McCoravcte 11 11 3 llefteB 

BOONiJSPC3QBSRoOMcBlflll2 Rkhrad Guest 

«mAI*d7)RCWMlflUl B Marts 

CHANBETHER88N{B4)(D)MriiAErnerais91013 

— — I R Kanmd> 

H8UB*DR0P(l^(p) (Bf) PR«tanB910 13 Site 

STUMNS STUFF (24) T George 11 ID 13 TJente 

CVIHEIE (19 (CO) J tanf 12 10 13 LAraaBffi 

BENMMNLANCASTSI (lfl) (QMGitin 12 10 13 

Marsh* m 

MV SIAM MAN (131 M's S Messer-Benrens B ID 12 

A P McCoy 

WA3BB>0I» CASnE (41) K Bafiey 9 10 30..T J Mmyte (3) 

THE REAL IffiYOKE (12) RRow 1110B DOtatal 

G0U)Bi0PAL(17) RGttider 11 104 6Sqrale(7) 

HOOT SIMB (17) NTwnvOae 1100 .CUeaeByn 

IHWHALL PfWCBS (24) J NeetSen 10 10 0 A Ht«Hi (3) 

SUWCrmANCEUS)bLto)d810Cl Soptrte ABtohal (5) 

SALCOMBE HARBOUR (15) Or PPnBfnd 12 100 


-22daetead- 

fiWr»MT> wetfc 1 Osl 7/ue ftaratap negas: Holr Srir* & IdntM Princess 
Pst 130. Staney Fares 9sr 7®. Srexmbe Hattiou 8st 10b. 

BETTWO: 8-1 Don't U0d Up, WlauBi, B-l Mdda Job, Nddup, 10-1 My 
Mato Mra, Htearford Casila, 32-1 Bern Deep, Fnnan Drop, Jarasdc Claa- 
dc, 14-1 Cytfiera, Dteuuad Port, IB-1 otters 

AA£\\ RAB 8 /T NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) (DiV 
l__z_-J I) £2^00 added 2m UOyds 

1 0-12242 MOUSE BB9) (43) (BF) DGaritt) 611 B Dlatey 

2 0 AftlURO 031) T fcra35112 Altenten 

3 060’ CHEER'S BAOT (717) Goerne Rc£ 6 11 2 -Sum (totem (7) 

4 000U15 OARRiS TK GREAT (lfl) (CO) D Maris 4112 __JtP McCoy 

5 0603 DRAKESRINE (1^ R Bitan 5 11 2 teAWbitfo(7) 

6 307 FABULOUS MH7TD (33) M Sarfoas 6 11 2 — Jt Jotwion (3) 

7 400153 FQRESTAL (12) S GnWB 4 u 2 HrJJtas 

8 U HENRYS PORT(6) M MaaOe 6 112 J Raton 

S OP ftSL£t STAR (57) R Scones U2 Mr J Rees 

1C BBH9SEGHaraucd6 112 Gltoton 

11 430P4 MAJB£R(32) NTvasuvOwesE 112 CUomBw 

12 UCF MOWEnWEDDBCtlAtHyaarafltSllZJlGiBsdGuesL 

13 0 MROOOM4Siy(31)RAtoer6112 DoebtfH 

14 00 SEABROOK UD (65) M WSreson 5 11 2 PCnrotey(7) 

15- 060 SEVB*BR00KS(31)Jfi»6112 S Fax 

16 PO JMSISTBt (138) C ^ 6 ID 11 IRKMaBa# 

-lSdeetored- 

BETTM0C9-2 MotMBfid, 6-1 DartasTha (toaot, 7-1 bnmensa, Forette, 
8-1 Drateafooe. 10-1 Rriwfoia Mtoto, 12-1 MaMar, 20-lothar* 

RABBfT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) (DIV 
°- w l B) £2£00 added 2m UOyds 

1 4&64P BJESS DANCE (22] N R MictaS 6 11 B-Scvfito IScheS ® 

2 12120 HA8BU0H SBJt (28) (CD) M ftps 4 11 8 D&Wgwta 

3 023410 IHCU10AJE 166) fD| (BF) C ttween 5 11 8 DFortt(3) 

4 410 TOBOtt OS PUreM JOYOUS JlBjrm 

5 OBiAGBAC&iXtaSll? SMdtoto 

6 00 C00LGtMER(49) J Kirg6 11 2- IRKawnatfi 

7 5-&4 nmHCEISffl{H)r;G3se«6U: CUMfiyn 

B WUHBWEHfiawrjua DOTSUft* 

9 &5fTO SMITON STREAM (13J G YiTt?j'6 11 2 WMeFtotatd 

10 00030 SWEET TRBiTVQ {32) *.! Ta'e 5 11 2 R Johnson (3) 

11 « WWSMU*ffnTFcr?sr?-U2 -SWynnB 

12 OOOP IIPHAM RASCAL (31) j 5 11 2 fltaahy 

13 0CW36P WKIER ROSE fl5) 5 11 : Btaefi 

u <M? pswffs coma) raai p 5 u> u 6 upw 

15 4300b Iffi»«DSi43)jrS:>hf:^4101P. ..-APAfcCoy 

In P JWPURPfffliCESS«42iDVj-i-l£'5 . OMdflB«nn(7) 

-166w»MS- 

SEnittG: 4-1 Hamttfli SSc. 5-1 toBtoto, Tain SaSor, 7-1 China Can, 
FSppanea, 1M Dress Dance. 12-1 wnfrone. Saraai Trenton. The Quods. 
Ifi-lotban 


sport 


rather than Danchill Dancer on 
whom he won Saturday's 
Grceoham Stakes. 

i think Slonn Tiwoperhas an 
excellent chance, and he bolted 
up for me in the Feilden 
Stakes,” Eddery said. *Tm wor- 
ried that fast ground would not 
suit Danehill Dancer, who is a 
bit of a heavy horse. Yet, saying 
that, he will have a first-class 
chance if it is good ground.” 

14)00 Guineas (Nevtm^kec. 5 May): Lad- 
brakes: 2-5 Basra Sham. 5-1 Btnt SafsaWL 
6-1 Bti sroda^d. l&l (foncaSctyretae. 2°- 
1 afoers Carafe 4-9 Basra Sham. 5-1 Bret 
Satsabd. 6-1 Bint SRaaaytd. 16 1 others. 


enjoy 
a vital 
respite 

Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 
reports from Hydros 

An enforced day off yesterday be- 
cause of loo much wind was both 
an irritation and a blessing for 
those on a roll in the regatta here. 

Shirley Robertson, leading 
the Europes, and John Merricks 
and Ian Walker, third in the 
470s. wanted to keep iheii run 
of form going. Bui they were 
also aware of the value of a rare 

day off in what is becoming an 
increasingly punishing schedule. 

After three races on a breezy 
Sunday, Whlker said he was “ab- 
solutely knackered". The reason 
is that sailing is becoming phys- 
ically more stressful. 

It demands athleticism, the 
body is often severely contorted, 
the boats are awkward, and the 
track is bouncy. With races last- 
ing around 45 minutes, com- 
petitors are looking at the 
equivalent of two or three 
10.000m races a day for six con- 
secutive days when theygotothe 
Olympics. Merricks and Walker 
came here knowing they could 
have to finish 19 races. 

For windsurfers the position 
is even harder because a former 
rule, largely unenforceable, that 
competitors could not use their 
arms and bodies to pump the 
sail thus creating greater speed, 
was dropped. Now, competitors 
are involved in frenzied pump- 
ing all the way up the course. 
The calorie burn is enormous 
and the potential for muscle 
breakdown wonyingly high- 

Yet there is an acceptance 
that the physical, rather than 
cerebral, side of sailing wOJ 
continue to grow in impor- 
tance, though both still have a 
part to play, as does engineer- 
ing and technology. 

A change of boat has meant 
a rethink for Britain's Soling trio 
of Andy Beadsworth. Barry 
Parian and Adrian Stead. They 
came to the French Olympic 
week with the knowledge thaL 
over the past month, they had 
proved they could compete 
with the best 

But, as in motor racing, the 
margins are so tight they need 
to retune a piece of equipment 
they have not used for nine 
months in order to ensure a 
place in the top eight after the 
fleet racing to put them in the 
match-race play-off. 


Below-par 
Faldo routed 
by Roberts 

Golf 


Colin Montgomerie shot a final 
69 to finish as the leading British 
player while the overnight 
leader, Loren Roberts, closed 
with a 67 to win the MCI Clas- 
sic at Hilton Head Island in 
South Carolina on a tournament 
record 19 under par. 

Roberts’ total of 265 gave him 
his third career win, three 
strokes dear of the runner-up 
Marie O'Meara and nine ahead 
of Montgomerie. Roberts’ tour- 
nament record beat Hale Irwin’s 
18-under effort in 1994. 

O'Meara finished with a 66 to 
compile 268 for the week, while 
the Masters champion, Nick 
Faldo, finished on a five-under- 
par 279, one behind Greg Nor- 
man. Faldo, who hit a final- 
round 70, said: “I just wasn’t 
focused. It’s tough to give it that 
little bit extra that you need Io 
do well. Last week really took a 
lot out of me.” 

Citing exhaustion, Faldo 
pulled out of next week’s tour- 
nament in Greensboro and will 
next play in England at the 
Benson and Hedges Inter- 
national Open and the Volvo 
PGA. He returns to the US Tour 
al the Buick Classic in June, only 
a week before the US Open. 
Scores, Sporting Digest, page 25 
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I did not believe 
properly be held 



any referee, at any level of the ga^ e . 

responsible for a series of collapsed 


From what I have read, it seeraslhe 

Ruaby Football Union was unwomea 

by the prospect of a win in the law 
courts for the young, paralysed ter- 
mer player against the referee . J n 
RFU thought iL would not - could not 
- happen. Not for the first tune, ina 
body has been proved wrong. 

On this occasion, however, iny 
sympathies are entirely with the men 
in blazers. I did not think it w'ou 
happen either not because m&py 
possessed any immunity from ute 
workings of the law. buL because 
did not believe any referee, at any 
level of the game. could properly w. 
held responsible for a series of col- 
lapsed scrums. _ . , . . 

Unless Mr Justice Curtis s deci- 
sion Is reversed on appeal, or unless 
the law as laid down by the learned 
judge is changed by Parliament, the 


consequences for the game are of 
the utmost seriousness? It is all very 
well for Brian Campsall and other 
leading referees to advise: “Cany on 
reffing.” No doubt their intentions 
are good, but they are no protection 
against legal action. 

True, the judge said his decision 
applied only on the facts of the case. 
These., as far as he was concerned, 
were principally that this was a 
youth fixture and that the referee 
had not even tried to enforce the 
crouch -touch-pa use-engage proce- 
dure recommended by the RFU. 

But this is not even part of the 
rules of the game. I am, I should ex- 
plain, deliberately using "rules" 
rather than “laws" to avoid any con- 
fusion between the laws of rugby and 
the law of the land. The latter I shall 
now explain. 


Any assault on another person is 
prima facie a crime. Consent is a de- 
fence only in certain defined cir- 
cumstances. Thus sexual intercourse 
between consenting parties is not a 
crime, whereas if one of them ob- 
jects it becomes rape or indecent as- 
sault It is probably still a crime for 
one person, irrespective of con- 
sent to cane or whip another for 
what the lawyers call “purposes of 
sexual gratification 7 '. 

Sado-masochistic activities cer- 
tainly do not count as what the 
lawyers also call “manly sports' 1 . 
These form the great exception to 
the law of consent being no defence. 
They include boxing, obviously, rug- 
by almost as obviously, football and 
perhaps also cricket these days. 

But there is one crucial qualifi- 
cation. The violence to which the par- 



I . jjjg attackinu side then 

sisWMsg SSSsaisSS 

tapestry. But the law takes a dif- emerged wro which are quite different 

ferentview. Not only ran the punch- St ^ u °if judges (who ^ ^lapsing one to avoid a 

er be prosecuted and fined or J* J of those suppctsedtysu- " . ertlV ? 

imprisoned like Devereux, but die *“ ri rEng Ush public schools which p however, alter the rules 

punched can also take him to a civ- pen SJg* ^ going to investi- with the put-m an 

S court and demand «■ ^ P* " onflhc front cfrcr.theMcol- 


ALAN WATKINS 


on rugby 

ticipant consents must be inflicted 
within the rules of the game. This is 
so irrespective of whether we are 
talking about civil or c riminal law. 

Thus punching an opponent is 
outside the rules of rugby, as the 
perhaps unfortunate Simon Dev- 



ine ponce nave Deeu more i w j . «, nrrtn Michael r nzpuu«-« , ;..Hees W c» away uoin - 

SjsK.b- "SsSK 

sasssssrf ssSff-ss 

it was the referee, and not a play- of , . _ oL i have sometimes insurance P ■ wigs, who 
er, who was held liable. And, sec- -J & on the de- course the genllumeinu * 
ondly, no dear breach of the rules ® ei ™. - d n when that side has never lose a s y _ 
was established on the part of any- fending sides- 


Surrey aiming 
to bridge the 
great divide 

David Llewellyn talks to the men who 
are determined to ensure success 
returns to their cricket club through hard 
work, discipline and a hunger to win 


Surrey are emerging 
■o fijjiW from a winter of 

discontent with a 
■ spring in their step. 

Changes of chair- 
man and chief executive, plus 
the appointment of a highly re- 
garded cricket manager have 
helped push imo the back- 
ground recent financial and 
administrative problems and 
an incomprehensible lack of 
playing success for more than 
a decade. 

The task of this triumvirate 
is to rebuild a once great dub 
and get it back to winning ways. 
Even without the imports, the 
talent is there. 

They have begun with a sig- 
nificant demolition. Surrey's 
own Great Divide - a wall split- 
ting the capped players' dress- 
ing-room from that of the 
uncapped men - has gone. 

As symbolism goes, it was 
fairly graphic. And although he 
does not want to take credit for 
it. Dave Gilbert. Surrey's crick- 
et manager cum head coach, 
was the architect of the move. 
"To me it just made common 
sense," the former Australian 
Test player, who took up his new 
post in February after spending 
three years as Queensland’s 
assistant manager, says. "Wc are 
all in it together and to dis- 
criminate by doing that off the 
field I felt was extremely dam- 
aging and it was hell of a con- 
tradiction then to expect 
everyone to mould together on 
the field." 

He canvassed the senior play- 
ers. who backed him to the hUt 
and Surrey had taken the first 
tottering step on what everyone 
hopes will be the road to suc- 
cess. 

Gilbert's enthusiasm is 
matched by that of the new 
chairman, Mike Soper, a 
straight-talking businessman 
and the incoming chief execu- 
tive. Paul Sheldon, an orderly 
man. 

“I want us to build a team 
within three years capahie of 
winning all forms of competi- 
tion.” Sheldon says. To this 
end. he will apply the experi- 
ence he gained in the publish- 
ing industry in creating an off 
the field team out of all the dis- 
parate components that go to 
make up the backroom staff at 


anv professional cricket club. 

Soper has implicit faith in 
those around him and rather 
than get too involved in the day 
to day running of the club, 
which* apart from being Shel- 
don's role would not be possi- 
ble since he has a business to 
run. is more concerned with 
membership. “1 want Surrey to 
come back to being a members’ 
club.” he says. “I think we haw 
to return to some of the tradi- 
tional values, while still moving 
with the times.” 

Sopers is a tricky role. He has 
had to negotiate an awkward 
sgm as well as last week's agm, 
at which The Oval authorities, 
having predicted a profit of 
some £270,000 at the start of the 
year, found themselves owning 
up to having turned that into a 
deficit of some £315,000 - a per- 

‘I want to build 
a team within 
three years 
capable of 
winning all forms 
of competition’ 

ceivcd loss of almost £600.000. 

The membership has been 
restless for some lime. Too of- 
ten over the last 10 years they 
have seen a side studded with 
gifted players grind to a shud- 
dering haft in the chase for ho- 
nours? Their last triumph came 
in 1982, when they won the 
NatWest Trophy; the last time 
they lifted the County Cham- 
pionship was in 1971, before 
many of the present side were 
horn. 

There has been frequent crit- 
icism that the committee were 
more concerned in the past 
with Surrey's status as a Test 
match ground and that those 
five days in August were the fo- 
cus of the whole season, but 
Sheldon is determined to 
change that perspective. 

“Primarily we arc Surrey 
County Cricket Club,” he in- 
sists. “But Surrey the Test 
match ground and Surrey CCC 
arc interrelated. One cannot 


fi 


exist without the other. And 
every time we have built another 
tier on the pavilion, we [the 
comrailteel have moved further 
away from the members. I want 
to change that." 

So rather than allow his com- 
mittee members to withdraw to 
some lofty ivory tower at the his- 
toric ground, Soper is planning 
to create a members’ liaison 
group to maintain links with 
what he and Sheldon recognise 
is the lifeblood of the club. “1 
enjoy talking proper cricket to 
the members," Soper says. “Not 
cricket that happened 35 or 40 
'ears ago. I like to talk about 
jow the second XL are doing. 
Modern-day crickeL I am a 
club cricketer." 

On the field, there is no 
doubt about how things will go. 
Gilbert has a straightforward 
philosophy. “We play sport for 
fun, for enjoyment, for recre- 
ation." he says. “Of course, 
once it becomes your liveli- 
hood in some respects it be- 
comes a serious business, but 
even then if you cannot have 
that fun aspect I think you 
might as well give it up." 

But he is a hard man, and 
coupled with that fun aspect is 
perhaps the core of antipodean 
success over the years. “The for- 
mula for success is hard work, 
discipline and a hunger to win.” 
Gilbert explains. “I’ve been ab- 
solutely delighted with the way 
the players here have respond- 
ed. There have been some 
tough pre-season sessions, but 
never once have 1 heard some- 
one complain.” 

He is not foolish enough, nor 
are Sheldon and Soper, to 
promise trophies this season, 
but Gilbert has a two-year con- 
tract and he says: “I’d like to 
make an impact in that time. I 
am very ambitious to go places 
and obviously I see my long- 
term future in Australian crick- 
et, but while I am here 1 wifi give 
it everything I have. I’d love 
nothing more more than to be 
part of the Surrey set-up that 
knocks off the Aussies when 
they come over here next year. 
That would be fantastic." 

Barriers are coming down at 
The Oval and all that is left now 
is the hurdle of harnessing the 
talent and turning Surrey into 
a winning dub. 



Photograph: Peter Jay 


away on the off side during Ms Inning* of 141 not oirt at Chelmsford yesterday 

Thorpe’s sights on 21st century 


DEREK PRINGLE 


reports from Chelmsford 

England A 317 and 60-2 
The Rest 123 and 253 
England A win by 8 wickets 


As expected England A won this 
match with style and some ease. 
Indeed only a fine century by 
Graham Thorpe, the 20th of his 
career, forced Nasser Hussain's 
side to return for their second 
innings, as dull winds and show- 
ers reminded those present 
that despite Thorpe’s sure and 
balmy offering, it was still April. 

The match confirmed little, ex- 
cept that on his day Graham 


Thorpe is England’s finest bats- 
man. But then his reappointed 
England captain, Michael Ather- 
ton, knew that, so why was the 

Surrey man asked to play with the 

hopefuls against the impressive- 
ly well drilled England A? 

One reason could be that 
Raymond Illingworth feels 
Thorpe is too complacent with 
what he achieves, particularly at 
Test level where he averages 
40.93 from 26 Tests. It is an av- 
erage high enough to denote 
class, but with only two cen- 
turies, Thorpe wall have to con- 
vert more of his 70s into 
hundreds to achieve the great- 
ness that is within his grasp. 

It is a failing he is well aware 
of, despite being the only bats- 


man to have returned from the 
World Cup with his reputation 
intact after a lean tour of South 
Africa- where his one-day form 
far exceeded that in Tests. 

“There is no doubt that Test 
cricket is the ultimate," he said, 
during a long break for rain. 
“But I don’t see any point in 
harping on about disappoint- 
ments. I don't think rye got any 
glar ing errors in technique. Per- 
haps we should give some cred- 
it to the bcwlers occasionally." 

Thorpe differs from most 
English batsmen in his ability to 
pull to the boundary deliveries 
that most batsmen seem happy 
to tuck in behind and play 
down for one. It is an ability that 
requires phenomenal speed of 


eye and hand, and a gift that ap- 
pears to be bestowed solely on 
left-handers, like Brian Lara 
and David Gower. 

It certainly makes them hard- 
er to bowl at, and Thorpe pun- 
ished all the seamens. He hit the 
the normally unflappable 
Munton for successive fours, a 
sublime cover drive on the up 
preceding a rasping puli as the 
bewildered bowler shortened his 
length. Mind you, Munton took 
the final bow, when he pipped 
Thorpe to the man of the match 
award. With a fifty and seven 
wickets to his name, only a Sur- 
rey man would have argued. 

Ed Giddins also took seven 
wickets in the match as England 
A's seamers made the ball seam 


more often by hitting the pitch 
harder than the opposition - 
possibly the product of a win- 
ter spent toiling away on the 
grassless surfaces of Pakistan. 

To illustrate this dominance. 
The Rest managed three sets of 
pairs, including one by the tall 
left-armer Paul Hutchison. If it 
was a chastening first-class de- 
but for the 18-year-old York- 
shireman he at least had the 
satisfaction of knocking back 
Hussain's off-stump with a cork- 
er that left him off the pitch. 

When his muscles firm up 
and he learns to swing it further, 
he will irouble the best. For the 
sake of English cricket let us 
hope some of his team-mates do 
the same this summer. 
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Campbell boosts West Indian optimism 
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TONY COZIER 

reports from Bridgetown, 
Barbados 

The West Indies are only a few 
hours away from the emphatic 
victory in the first Test they need 
as an instant tonic to their self- 
confidence that has taken such 
a recent battering. 

New Zealand, young, inex- 
perienced and weakened by in- 
juries to key players, resume this 
morning needing 126 to avert an 
innings defeat with six wickets 


remaining against an attack re- 
freshed after the rest day. 

Their despair is compound- 
ed by the groin injury that has 
reduced their first-innings top 
scorer, Adam Parore, to a hob- 
ble and will oblige him to use a 
ninner. It has also put him out 
of the second, and final. Test 
starting in Antigua on Saturday. 

Even with the win that should 
be theirs, their captain Courtney 
Walsh and coach Clive Lloyd, in 
their first Test together, are re- 
alistic enough to put the situa- 
tion into its proper perspective. 


Apart from Pare re's injury, 
all-rounder Chris Cairns and 
fast bowler Dion Nash were not 
able to play at all, rendering an 
already limited New Zealand 
team as weak as any in in- 
ternational crickeL Even so the 
West Indies had to perform on 
the field. Kenya and others 
who have embarrassed them in 
the past year were even weak- 
er than the New Zealanders. 

The assertive triumph that 
seems assured comes as a relief. 
The West Indies can take heart 
from the maturity of their two 


youngest batsmen. Sherwin 
Campbell, 25. and Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul. 21. set up their 
comfortable first-innings lead af- 
ter Brian Lara's early dismissal 
had increased the pressure. 

Messed around by selectors, 
both came into the Test with 
their places still not entirely set- 
tled. They will be now. Camp- 
bell’s magnificent 208, his first 
century in Tests let alone dou- 
ble hundred, was the innings of 
a true opening batsman. The pe- 
culiar demands of one-day 
cricket had unsettled him and 


cost him his place during the 
World Cup. 

It is difficult to understand 
why Keith Arthurton, an inferi- 
or left-hander, should have been 
preferred to Chanderpaul for so 
long. The eight Tests Chander- 
paul missed against Australia and 
England last year was valuable 
time wasted. His 82 was his 
eighth score over 50 in 14 Test 
innings and the elusive century 
should not be long in coming. 

FIRST TEST (Bridg«tmn. Bvtndas): Me* 
Zealand 195 IA C Parana 59. N J Astie 54: J C 
Adams 5-171 and I54~a (AsUe82noi: West In- 
dies 472 iS LCar«DeU208, S Ctanfcrpaul 82 1. 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


Wigan, the fat cats of Rugby 
Leagje, have rarely shied away 
from backing their judgement with 
hart cash, and their signing of Billy 
Boston in 1953 was typically sen- 
sational. So highly did they rate the 
Cardiff- bom winger, the scorer of 
a staggering 126 tries in one 
season tor Royal Seials. that they 
happily paid the 18-year-old phe- 
nomenon £3,000 to sign up. 

"It was a tot of money,” Boston 
says today. *To put it in perspec- 
twe. I remember gorngto the 
lenge Cup final one year when the 
losers got £7... less tax." 

Boston played in six finals, win- 
ning three, in a 17-year career, 
during which hts 571 tiles put him 
second only to Brian Bevan in the 
all-time scorers’ list “We had a 
good side, althoufji nothing like 
as successful as the present 
one. We only trained twice a week' 
and had jobs too." 

The son of a West African sea- 
man, Boston was a postal worker 
tor most of his career. He then 
spent 14- years with an insulation 
fiim before taking oyer a hotel, The 



Billy Boston 


Griffin .next to Wigan’s Central Park, 
.ground, in 1968. He recently re- 
tired, handing the reins - and his 
collected memorabilia to his 
daughter, Angela, one of a family 
of five children, 14 grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild. 

Now 61, Boston still watches 
Wigan's home games, and never 
misses a Cup final, even when, 
as this year, his own team is not 
taking part. He will beat Wemb- 
ley bn Saturday despite the trau- 
matic experience in February of 
being knocked down by a stolen 
car,' which left him with a broken 
leg and- broken ribs. 

Jon O utley 


McColgan learns a lesson for Atlanta 


Liz McColgan believes a lesson 
learned from her London 
Marathon win will increase her 
chances of winning the Olympic 
title in Atlanta. 

She admitted yesterday that 
allowing a breakaway group to 
build up a substantia] lead in the 
first half of Sunday’s race could 
have cost her victory. 

Echoing the post-race com- 
ments of her new coach, Grete 
Vfoitz, she said yesterday “It’s a 
situation I will never let arise 
again. The problem was that all 
the main contendere were in the 
second group and we were so 
busy watching one another. Wc 
didn’t give the girls who were 
ahead any credit They could eas- 
ily have run on and won the race.” 

McColgan plans three races 
before the Olympics - possibly 
starting with a road race in ear- 
ly June and including one over 
her old distance of 10.000 me- 
tres on the track. 

The 31-year-old Scot, who put 


an injury-ravaged career back on 
course in the capital, has no plans 
for a p re -Games visit to Atlanta. 
“I know it will be hot, humid and 
hilly - and not particularly fast 
But when I run a marathon 
course I’m so focused it could be 
anywhere in the world. Because 
of the type of runner I am, I turn 
off everything. All I see isa blue 
line on the road." 

McColgan admitted that her 
first reaction on crossing the line 
on the The Mall was directed 
at those who had written her ca- 
reer off. “So many people had 
doubted me that my feeling was 
‘I showed you’. My second 
thought was how good I felt - 
light and bouncy. It was amaz- 
ing. That's why I am so confi- 
dent for the Olympics." 

David Bedford, who puls to- 
gether London's elite field, will 
try to entice McColgan and 
three-times men’s winner Dion- 
irio Ceron back next year, even 
though any Olympic success 


Mike Rowbottom assesses the Olympic 
implications of the London Marathon 


would send their appearance fees 

soaring Meanwhile, the London 
Marathon and the British Ath- 
letic Federation will each put 

£25 JXX3 into a fund aimed at pro- 
moting distance running in the 
United Kingdom. Contributions 
from national sports funds will 
bring the total to £100,000. 

Britain's marathon selectors 
will meet within the next fortnight 
to name two other women who 
will join McColgan in Atlanta. 
But who will join the pre-select- 
ed Richard Nerurkar and Peter 
Whitehead as Britain’s third 
man remains tanlalisingly open. 

Evans, who had earlier said he 
would not consider running the 
Olympic marathon even if he had 
won m London, insisted after- 
wards that he would not decide 
his course until discussing the 
weekend's events with his coach 


and agent, John Bicourl. But Bi- 
court himself was more forth- 
right, making it dear that foe plan 

was for Evans, a 10,000m final- 
ist at the last Olympics, to ny for 
the same event in Atlanta, thus 
leaving himself fresh enough to 
run one of the big commercial 
marathons in the autumn. 

“If Paul does the Olympic 
marathon, he will be wanting to 
get into the top three.” Bicourl 
said “What we have lo consid- 
er is what realistic chance he has 
of doing that, because who re- 
members who is fifth, sixth, sev- 
enth or eighth in the Olympic 
maralhon'fThe Olympics makes 
millions, but it doesn't give any- 
thing lo foe athletes. Paul has got 
a family and a life to lead." 

At 35 Evans has spent years 
reaching his present commercial 
value, and he docs not have that 


many earning years ahead of 
him. His is a perfectly reason- 
able position - but he’ needs to 
let the British Athletic Feder- 
ation know of his intentions 
soon enough for them to alert 
other runners if need be. 

Despite his lop-10 finish in 
what was only his second 
marathon, Gary Staines, who suf- 
fers from asthma, is waiy of com- 
mitting himself to a marathon in 
the Atlanta heat and humidity. 
With foe next British finisher on 
Sunday, Mark Hudspith, back in 
18th place on 2:19:25, the way 
may yet be open for Steve Brace 
lo claim the third spot. His 2:10 
run in Houston before Christmas 
put him firmly into the selectors' 
minds - but he may, ironically, 
have lessened his chances by run- 
ning the Belgrade marathon on 
Saturday, where he finished 
eighth in the relatively disap- 
pointing lime of 2:15:47. 

Whether Belgium's Vincent 
Rousseau will change his mind 
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about boycotting Atlanta be- 
cause of the heat remains to be 
seen, but it was greatly to his 
credit that he finished" second 
on Sunday in conditions which 
he famously hates. 

Rousseau's decision to step off 
the start line at Rotterdam last 
year as temperatures rose to 
70F was dearly fresh in Bedford's 
mind before the event got un- 
derway. “I stayed out of Vincent’s 
way just in case he was trying to 
find me," Bedford said with a grin. 
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Retirement at a 
price for Leconte 


Tennis 

JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Monte Carlo 

Having contributed his share erf 
juic dc vh'K to Wimbledon. 
Henri Leconte was keen tn plav 
□ few show on the AJI England 
Club’s lawns for a retirement 
video. He was told it would cost 
£1,000 just for the privilege of 
walking on to the Centre Coun. 

"I almost died laughing." 
Leconte said. *‘| couldn't believe 
it was so expensive. Wc negu- 
Ciated and in the end we paid 
£1,000.” The * , we” referred to 
the French television companv 
who made the video, and 
Leconte played his shots on an 
outside court. 

Wimbledon confirmed that 
“an agreement was reached 
between Henri Leconte and 
the dub”, adding that it was the 
customary facility arrangement 
for the use of the grounds for 
filming: “We have no comment 
on the finandal side of this, bul 
everybody was happy.” 

The 32-year-old Frenchman 
certainly appeared to see the hu- 
morous side of the affair when 
relating the story yesterday, af- 
ter his valedictory season look 
a stumble in the first round of 
the Monte Carlo Open. 

Leconte came to prominence 
in the fctyffic setting here in 19S2. 
when his victory against Bjorn 
Borg marked the phenomenal 
Swede’s retirement. Given a 
wild card this week (a world 
ranking of No 322 does not open 
too many doorsj, the enter- 
taining left-hander did his best 
to please in a swirling wind be- 


fore being worn down by the 
Czech David Rikl, 6-2, 6-7, 6-1. 

Undismayed, Leconte looks 
lorwurd to a farewell party at the 
French Open in June, where he 
was runner-up to Mats WiJan- 
der at Roland Garros in 1988. 

-And Wimbledon? Leconte 
gave an exaggerated shruc and 
said it had been indicated that 
there would be no wild card to 
mark the 10th anniversary of his 
appearance in the semi-finals. 
"It is not easy to play at Wim- 
bledon,” he 'smiled! “I have 
played there 13 limes, but now 
1 have ro pay.” 

Stefan Edherg is also in the 
throes of his farewell year, but 
the twice Wlmblcdon’ehampi- 
on will have no trouble passing 
through the All England Club's 
gtaics. Although Edberg’s rank- 
ing has slipped to No 52. it Is still 
healthy enough for direct entiy 
to the Grand Slams. 

Yesterday, the 30-year-old 
Swede showed that he can still 
deal with .challenges from 
younger players, even those 
who make most of their points 
on slow’ clay surfaces such as the 
one here. He defeated Alex 
Corretja, of Spain. 7-6. 6-3. 

Mark Philtppoussis and 
Gilbert Schaller have some- 
thing in common - both have 
eliminated Pete Sampras, the 
world champion, in a Grand 
Slam championship. Schaller 
caused the upset on the clay of 
the French Open. Philippous- 
sis on a home concrete court at 
the Australian Open. 

Although the Austrian might 
have appeared the slight 
favourite when the pair met yes- 
terday. he was unable to subdue 
the 19-year-old Phifippoussis, 


who recovered from 3-0 down in 
the final set to win 2-6, 7-6. 7-6. 

It will he interesting to see 
how the big-serving Australian 
fares in the second round 
against Andrei Medvedev, the 
21-year-old Ukrainian who won 
the title in 1994. Medvedev be- 
lieves his form Is beginning to 
pick up again, partly because of 
the work he has done with Bob 
Brett, the Australian who guid- 
ed Goran Ivanisevic to two 
Wimbledon finals, and also be- 
cause an operation has cleared 
his sinuses. 

“Since then 1 have not had 
one cold for six months in a row. 
which is really unusual for me.” 
Medvedev said, after inflicting 
a 6-4, 6-4 defeat upon Alberto 
Borasatcgui. the 1994 French 
Open finalist. 

Medvedev could hardly con- 
tain his feeling of wellbeutg. “I 
don't have any temperature, and 
I don't feel that 1 cannot get up 
from die bed in the morning be- 
cause 1 have such a big 
headache. Now it’s great.” 

Petr Korda, who demon- 
strated his day-court potential 
by advancing to the French 
Open final in 199Z moved too 
smartly on the surface for Todd 
Martin and defeated the Amer- 
ican, 6-4, 6-3. 

The top seed,’ Thomas 
Muster, practised with Jim 
Courier, the No 8 seed, yester- 
day. At the same time. Andre 
Agassi, the second seed, worked 
on an adjacent court. The in- 
terest this created caused spec- 
tators lo turn their backs on a 
match between Jordi BuriUo. of 
Spain, and Heroan Gumy, of 
Argentina. For the record. 
Gumy won. 6-3, 6-3. 



Shouting match: Henri Leconte on his way to defeat yesterday Photograph: Reuter 


Hammond sacked Dwyer recovering well 


American football 

NICK HAILING 

Bobby Hammond was dis- 
missed as head coach of the 
London Monarchs yesterday, 
less than 48 hours after the 
Monarchs’ worst-ever defeat, a 
37-3 humbling in Frankfurt on 
Saturday night. 

He will be replaced by Lionel 
Thylor, the team's offensive co- 
ordinator. Explaining the deci- 
sion, Gareth Moores, London's 
general manager, said: “Bobby 
has given his all for the team, 
but we felt a fresh face and new 
direction were needed.” 

Hammond's tenure has not 
been a happy one. Last year, in 
his first season in charge, the 
Monarchs achieved just four 
wins from 10 games, amid ru- 
mours that the former New 
York Giants running back and 
his players did not always see 
eye to eye. Indeed, following the 
first game this season, an over- 
time defeat by the Scottish 
Claymores, three players were 
released as Hammond sought to 
assert his authority. 


The final straw may have 
been the treatment afforded 
William “Refrigerator" Perry 
on Saturday. Pferry was on the 
field for just a handful of plays 
as the Frankfurt Galaxy pushed 
the Monarchs around at wffl. He 
is dearly not in perfect physical 
shape, but remains an effective 
run-stopper at this level. Perry 
was not injured: the decision to 
leave him on the sidelines was 
Hammond’s and It defied logic. 
. Thylor possesses the creden- 
tials for the job: a former wide 
receiver with the Denver Bron- 
cos and Houston Oilers, he 
earned two Super Bowl rings as 
an assistant coach with the 
Pittsburgh Sleelers. He also 
has experience as a head coach, 
having been in charge of Tfcxas 
Southern University for five 
years in the 1980s. He takes over 
in time for Saturday's visit to 
DusseldorL where the Mon- 
archs will plav the Rhein Fire. 

The 59-year-old Kansas City 
native has already promised 
more playing time for Perry and 
believes that, despile their poor 
start, the Monarchs can still 
compete for a World Bend berth. 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD 


Bernard Dwyer is winning his 
fight to be fit to face his old St 
Helens team-mates at Werab- 
| ley on Saturday. 

The Bradford Bulls forward 
feared that he would miss the 
Silk Cut Challenge Cup final af- 
ter injuring his right elbow at 
Wigan last Friday. 

“But he trained today and 
came through exceptionally 
well,” the Bradford coach, Bri- 
an Smith, said. “It's very sur- 
prising because I thought he was 
in a lot of trouble. But I think 
you'd have lo hit Bernard with 
a crowbar to get him not to play” 

Dwyer, who is now the 
favourite to play blind-side prop 
at Wembley, shares Smiths 
sense of relief. “It was a bit wor- 
rying al the time, but our physio 
was more worried than me. 
The X-ray has shown no serious 
damage and I won't have any 
trouble playing,” he said. 

With James Lowes and Steve 
McNamara cup-lied. Smith 


adds four players to the other 
15 who were on duty at Wigan. 
The Fijian back Carlos Hassan, 
and the forwards Jason Dono- 
hue, Jon Hamer and Simon 
Knox complete a 19-man squad. 
Smith will reduce that to the 
requisite 17 on Thursday, the 
day after St Helens are due to 
name their Wembley line-up. 

Smith’s younger brother Tbny 
is to join the Super League's 
back-markers, Workington 
Town. Smith, an experienced 
half-back, played with Illawarra 
and St Geoige in the Winfield 
Cup and was to take up a coach- 
ing role with the ill-fated Super 
League club in Adelaide. 

Workington, still without a 
point this season, have also 
signed the former ftirramaua for- 
ward Brad Naim, but they face 
possible legal action from two 
members of the Tongan World 
Cup squad who say that the club 
has reneged on their contracts. 
Peri Amato and Taukolo Tonga 
claim that they have signed deals 
with the dub and that nobody has 
been in touch with them. ' 

Leeds have confirmed the 


former New Zealand Test half- 
back. Dean Clark, as their sec- 
ond new overseas sgning. Clark, 
aged 28, made seven appearances 
for his country between 1989 and 
1992, and played briefly for the 
Scarborough Pirates before two 
seasons with Huh KR. He is ex- 

tbeLondon Broncos on 5^May 
Leeds have better news of 
their first new arrival, Nathan 
Picchi, whose dislocated shoul- 
der is now thought to be not as 
serious as first feared. The 
Hawkes Bay forward, who was 
injured in his first appearance 
on Sunday, may not need an op- 
eration and could be back in 
weeks rather than months- 
Sheffield Eagles are expect- 
ed to announce a major overseas 
signing today, to boost a squad 
which has won three of its first 
five Super League games but 
lost at Leeds on its last outing. 

Wigan and Bath are joining 
forces to persuade the RFU to 
scrap the plan to reduce Twick- 
enham’s capacity for the cross- 
code meeting between the two , 
clubs on 25 May. 


Biela set for 
reinstatement 
after appeal 

Motor racing 


Frank Biela is set to regain his 
lead in the British Touring Car 
Championship when Audi pre- 
sent new evidence against their 
exclusion from Sunday’s fourth 
round at Brands Hatch, writes 
Gwyn Dolphin. The suspen- 
sion on the German driver's car 
was declared to be illegal after 
a protest from YhuxhaLL 

Audi have requested written 
confirmation from the FLA, the 
sport’s international governing 
body, (hat the team was al- 
lowed to make the modifica- 
tions. Their appeal wffl be heard 
next week, and if successful, 
Biela will have the 39 points he 
was docked reinstated. 

The issue has cast doubt 
over the way the FIA overrides 
national sporting bodies and 
gives verbal approval to teams 
to make changes in a series 
which is based on the principle 
that the cars must remain close 
to standard specification. 


sport 

Euro 96 fear 
for McLaren 


Football 

PHIL SHAW 

reports from Copenhagen 

Alan McLaren, one of Scotland’s 
first-choice defenders, may miss 
this summer's European Cham- 
pionship. Arriving in Copen- 
hagen for tomorrow's friendly 
against Denmark, the Scotland 
manager. Craig Brown, said that 
the Rangers player, who is due 
to have knee surgery on 20 
May, has only a 70 per cent 
chance of being fit for the finals. 

Brown expects to use 16 of his 
17 remaining players against the 
European champions in the 
Parken Stadium. Jim Leighton 
and Andy Goram will each 
play a half in goal with only the . 
| third keeper Bryan Gunn, in- 
active. Meanwhile, Aberdeen's 
Scott Boolh, hailed by Brown as 

the team's principal striker dur- 
ing qualifying, has suffered a set- 
back to his hopes of making the 
squad for Euro 96. A fresh in- 
jury. to his groin, means that 
Booth drops down to the bench 
for tonight's B international at 
Nykoebing FalsLer. 

The Whies manager, Bobby 
Gould, has agreed to play ball 
with Ian Rush, even though it 
could damage the start of their 
World Cup qualifying campaign. 
Rush has asked nof to be con- 
sidered for the opening tie in 
San Marino in June, while he 
tries lo find himself a new club. 

That request, which GouJd 
has granted, fuels speculation 
that the pair have fallen out and 
that the 34-year-old striker, 
who has won a free transfer 
from Liverpool at the end of the 


season, is no longer interested 
in playing for his country. 

“It^ a common-sense deci- 
sion for me to go along with it. 
TIjere is no animosity between 
us, ” said Gould, as he prepared 
• for tomorrow's friendly against 
Switzerland in Lugano. Mark 
Hughes. Neville Southall, Ryan 
Giggs and Dean Saunders are 
also missing. Winning their first 
caps are Birmingham's Andy 
Legg and Tranmerc goalkeeper 
Danny Coyne. Vmnie Jones is re- 
called after suspension. 

Manchester City's central de- 
fender Alan Kemaghan received 
a late call-up to the Republic of 
Ireland squad for their friendly 
against the Czech Republic. 
Mick McCarthy, whose party 
had already been severely de- 
pleted by injuries, drafted in 
Kemaghan after Portsmouth's 
Alan McLoughlin failed to re- 
cover from a hip injury. 

The Leicester midfielder Neil 
Lennon has been forced to pull 
out of Northern Ireland's 
friendly against Sweden in 
Belfast because of a groin strain, 
but manager Biyan Hamilton 
has called up St Johnstone’s 18- 
year-old defender Danny Grif- 
fin after failing lo recruit 
Swindon’s Kevin Horiock be- 
cause of his dub commitments. 
West Ham's Michael Hughes is 
also doubtful for the match. He 
has not yet made the trip to 
Belfast as he is about to become 
a father for the first Lime. 

WALES (v Sutbo to nd. U&no, tomorrow): 
Coyne (Trarmerel; Robtaon iCnarton), Symons 
lUan Cayi. Bowen (Ncrweh), Goteman (Bbch- 
buffi). uiaStBoniir^am), Jones (Wmblodon), 
Horn (Brenon. cape, Ramberton (Staff Vitofl. 
Hartson [Anenafl. Taylor (Stuff UM). Substi- 
tutes: Marriott (Wranaro). Edwards (Swansea). 
PfoUpo (Wrexham), Speed (Leeds). Goss (Nor- 
wich). Dantes (Man utd). Savage (Crewe). 


Suspension ends 
Flitcroft’s season 


Garry Flitcraft will not kick an- 
other ball in the Premieiship 
this season. Blackburn’s new 
£3m midfielder - sent off with- 
in four minutes of his debut 
against Everton last month - has 
been handed a further one- 
1 match suspension as a result of 
a poor disciplinary record. 

Flitcroft was summoned.be- 
fore the football Association af- 
ter collecting 12 bookings this 
season. He has recently served 
two games of a three-match ban 
and the extra game means he 
will now miss Blackburn’s final 
match of the season at Chelsea. 
The former England Under-21 
player has also been fined £750. 

Flitcroft’s team-mate Colin 
Hendry is proving a wanted 
man. with Benfica joining Tori- 
no in attempting to lure the 30- 
year-old centre-half from 
Ewood Park. Rovers have re- 
sponded by offering the Scottish 
international a four-year con- 
tract which will pul him on a par 
with the dub's top earners. 

Brighton face a 31-day dead- 
line lo satisfy the Football 
League of their future plans - or 
face possible expulsion. The dub 
will be relegated to the Third Di- 
vision if they lose at Notts Coun- 
ty tonight and are now deeply 


embroiled in an even more im- 
portant survival battle. 

The League will not approve 
a proposed ground-share scheme 
at Portsmouth next season until 
Brighton submit plans for a new 
stadium near the Goldstone 
Ground, their 93-year base which 
was sold to help clear £6 m debts. 

A League spokesman, Chris 
Hull, said: “They have known of 
our requirements for a year, but 
we arc still waiting for detailed 
plans of a future home. The 
Football League will not be ma- 
noeuvred into a comer under 
pressure. Unless Brighton ad- 
dress aO the issues before 24 May. 
the future will look very bleak for 
the chib, who are aware of the op- 
tions available to us.” 

George Weah, the Liberian- 
born World Footballer of the 
Year, has extended his contract 
with Milan to June 1999. 

The Cup-Winners' Cup fi- 
nalists, Paris St-Germain and 
Rapid Vienna, also bad good 
news on the striking front yes- 
terday. The Brazilian forward 
Rai signed a new three-year 
contract with PSG. while 
Rapid’s German striker Carsten 
Jancker, whose six goals helped 
the Austrian dub reach the fi- 
nal, has also agreed a new deal. 


Britain leave Giles behind 



■- 




Hockey 

Calum Giles, Britain's penalty 
corner specialist, is not includ- 
ed in the squad selected for the 
Six Nations Sultan Azlan Shah 
Cup in Ipoh at the beginning of 
next month, writes BUI CoftnU. 

Became four of the teams in 
the tournament — the hosts 
Malaysia, Australia, Netherlands 
and South Korea -arc is the same 
pool as Britain in the Olympics, 
their coach, David Whitaker, 
said: “We're keeping our main 
powder keg- Calum Giles- un- 
der wraps for the time being”. 

Giles has not been so suc- 
cessful in recent games- 
though he has scored several 
veiy important goals, and it may 
be the coach's way of sending 
him a warning message. But cor- 
ner st riking is a team effort — 
pusher-out, stopper and strik- 
er — and the service from the 
first two has not been too good 
lately. If seems surprising 'that 
the opportunity ro practise in 
match conditions against the top 
defences is not being taken. 

The hamstring injury to Si- 


mon Hazlitt gives Phil 
McGuire, out of international 
hockey because of a back injury 
since the European Cup, the op- 
portunity to stake a late claim 


Wyatt to partner Julian Halls at 
the back, had looked fairly like- 
ly. McGuire would now seem to 
be competing with Soma Singh 
for the cover defender role. 

Assuming Giles does return, 
Danny Hal! and Howard Hoskin, 
not with the squad recently re- 
turned from Atlanta, will be vy- 
ing for the 16th Olympic place. 

With Britain still finding it dif- 
ficult to convert chances it is a 
little surprising Jason Lee has not . 
been given another chance. The 
Old Lough tonian has a knack of 
scoring important goals. An- 
other to be overlooked is the Na- 
tional League's top goalscorer, 
Cannock’s Bobby Crutchley, 
currently playing m Milan. 

GflEVBHSWSQUK) (fetation* SotanMad 
) Cup, tpoh, Atete gte . to* SUte- 
J Wyatt, H Hnddn (HnOrg. D Lodes (Eat 
umMteed). J HA, N Thompson I0U Lougmal. 

C HWK KNNr Wfcer (CanocM. J lasted (GW). 

P MoGtira (TeriSrsKrv- a (forttoam, R Uw«to»- 
aoa (HomdonL (Iterate Wo Bweten). J St** 
Soon Stash tScuthgBW), D HaV (SAttfort}. 


TODAYS FIXTURES 


Football 

7.30 unless stated 

BMTStNXIXMAL 

□•mart v S m i ton tf (S-30) ■ ■ . — ■ 

far ktraetsporK fating Fatux) 
tMDSt-21 BRERNATKNUL 

Enetood v Croatia (7-45) 

tx fta ter Parte Sunde tunOI 
h mwihbh LEAGUE RUST DIVISION 

Port Vote v lifter) (7-45] 

Watford v Brfcorty (7.45) 

SECOND DIVISION 

Bunley v Bristol Rworc 

CwWa*r*k^_ - 


Noe* Coonty variation (7^»5> - 
OxfanJ Utd vOmwcbiay (7-4S). 


Wakalv Hub Coy (7 - 45 )- 
IHMDDMSKM 
Cfiwtar v Morttwqpbin- 


MawflaMvToK|B*(?-«5) 

Sc tre rt u nw * Pon e«tor - - 

GM MID0UU. COWSSSWCE 

AUrtncbam v StatyfartSu* (7-45) 

toicarn 1 1 ta rtrtricti (7 A3) 

WMtog v ItetiMiaS IT4S) 

WB* BOBMaCHMBWKOTWWWWp 
rand: Eton! » Sottrt tafttiti Paik. feat. 
WMEEQNLEAD KENT l£*flUS Best DMsiMi 
ChWrem * Greenmdt; Heme toy v WMaaWaj 
SHowfyyCnvittMfl. . 


UMBOND LEAGUE FMDMNon: Qortfutcn v 
FTwtwKrt Gretna » Grew Hanwora toaeMe v 
Eastwood town; WWw Bay « UnsotoUnasl. 

JEWSON LEAGUE Pwder DMslore FUasnwe 

P 4 T * Dtes: Hafcteed v ftetfwa; U*wsnft v 
W«- 

ba v Fatanherre^ Vtebwai m CtwantWraTarav 
(kaai varmoum. 

(CIS LEAGUE Flret DNMhe BaMarASUtfem 
v Lh*nda: Cfly v Stares Twm; Weirt*T)- 

vuywiPenunLSaemSDMaiatt ChattoraSt 
Pater v HurepfftwJ Town: Home) Henoaeod v 
eaam Town: Leamerteadw nwtam Towt Saf- 
flm Walden Town » Conwy Wand Mentoeloon 
*Han*^tbWDMafareAw**vHn#iaro:Ca& 
mo it HerefieU Ur*£* Epsom A 6 wS v Kings- 
Ouiy Town. 

GREAT MUS LEAGUE PNMiftr DWUoreftfr 
at MFv aidDOrt tauten vCstafi- 

BEAZEB HOMES LEAGUE WM ws I PWaa Bfr 
mam vBuyTaireltoGieenvGBnffiairMirt- 
ley Tores v SoAM BffaujK imeaer Unoed » f? 

C Vftxwii; Stew. COCteC '■ D-jOw,- Twn; 
wef a Nuneaton; Taitmitfi v B ucuwga ra Town. 
SouUmkq DMaioa CoderiM vibes Green: 
osreoon » AsNW Tows fisflerSB v&mngnume 

Other sports 

SNOOKER: Embassy- wxa Qn&w uM 


Ba&ebaN 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Cleveland 11 Bosun 7; 
New York Yankees Q Minnesota 5: MHwau- 
Kee 5 Kansas Cffjr4; Tesas 9 Bafttnore 6 ; Oak- 
land 6 CWca 0 > WWte Sax 5: Seattle 9 Toronto 
S-. California 6 Oetron 5. 

Eastern DhMcn 



W 

L 

per 

GB 

BtfUmoro-.. 

......13 

6 

.647 

- 

NowYort.... 

A 

7 

-533 

2 

Toronto — 

8 

10 

.444 


DetroR 

A 

12 

.400 

4*fl 

Boston 

3 IS .167 

Control Division 

8*0 

Ctewtond .. 

-.,..10 

6 

.625 

- 

inwatricou.. 

10 

0 

.825 

- 

Chicago — 


9 

.471 

2 >a 

Uhmeaota- 

7 

9 

.438 

3 

KasasCHy 

3 

13 

.278 

6 


Western DhUa 

Texes 13 4 .765 

Seattle : — 13 6 .684 - 1 

CeBfomta 10 B 556 

Oakland 7 10 .412 6 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: San CtaSD 2 Atlanta 1 
bn 15): Monneaf 9 WtsbuiJi 3: mudelphta 
4 St Louis 2; Cokxado 6 New Yorti Mats 4; 
San Frsncisca 7 Chicago Cut® 6 ; Houston 7 
CmcmnsU 5; Florida 5 U» Angles 4. . 

Eastern DMStoa 


Montreal 11 

7 

.611 

- 

Atlanta 10 

9 

•526 

1*0 

PtotodatoMa. 8 

9 

.471 

2*0 

Florida - — -8 

11 

.421 

3*s 

NowYMt 5 U .313 

Central OMMoii 

5 

St Louis 11 

8 

.579 

- 

Chicago -10 

B 

.556 

»o 

Ctodaaati .9 

9 

.500 

l>fl 

Houston j9 

9 

.500 

IV: 

Htlsttugi A 10 .444 

Western Dhtskro 

2*o 

San Diego 11 

7 

.611 

- 

S» Frsndbco -10 

8 

.556 

1 

Coiofsdo & 

9 

.471 

2*o 


U 

.421 

3*o 


NBA: NbwYb* 122 Boston 111; PMaOO- 
P«a 109 Toronto 105 <4% CMcago 303 
tt&shmson 93: Orlando 103 Cnartaoe 100; 
Denrer99 SesBe 88 ; Housart 218 
-lift tntfana 89 Gntiand 88 ; Daflas 103 
San Antono 98; Vancouusr 308 LA Chpp&s 
101 : Atiana 104 More 92; DeamiOSAW- 
waukee 92; LA latea 92 Poraand BS: 
Sacramento 107 Gotten Sate 100. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Attawtte DMlioti 

W l per 08 

y Orlande. 60 22 .732 

■New York — _47 35 ,573 33 

nffiamt .42 40 312 18 

UMtfagton —.39 43 .475 21 

Boston 33 49 .402 27 

New Jersey — 30 52 386 30 

PfafiKMpMa — 13. 64 J22a 42 


Central OMsIon 

z Chicago 72 10 .878 

-Indiana i...S2 30 .634 

•dented- .47 35 £73 

•Atlanta 46 36 561 

-Detroit 46 36 .561 

Charlotte ....41 41 .500 

MP wukeo .25 57 .305 

Toronto ...31 61 .256 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
MdHMtDMtow 
y Sea Antonio -59 23 .720 

* Utah 55 27 .671 

• Houston .......46 34 385 

Denver 35 47 .427 

Umesato 26 56 .317 

Date 36 56 .317 

Vancouver 15 67 .183 

PBcfflc Dfvteton 


z Seattle 

...64 

18 

.780 

- 

• LA Lakers S3 

29 

.646 

11 

* Portland 

...44 

38 

■537 

20 

• Phoenix — 

-.41 

41 

.500 

23 

'* Saemroanu 

.39 

43 

.476 

25 

GoVten Stale . 

..36 

46 

-439 

28 

LA CSppeis 

.-29 

53 

354 

35 


* CSncnetfpteHtff’Pfa'*; 7 CBncheft CMsfon 
Me; z Cfinched conference tftfe. . 
BUDW0SER LEABUE PlayeHstMrd teg Leop- 
ards 73 Manchester Giants 75 CManetesrer tan 
series 2-11. 

Cricket 

Pakistan's lost captain, Abdul Hafeez 
Kardar, died of a heart attack yester- 
day in his home town of Lahore. Kar- 
aat, who captained Pakistan in Test 
cricket from 1952 to 1958, was 71. 

Fencing 

IPSWICH CUP (Northrato Sports Centre, tp- 
nrichh Brttitei RouMWonwn's EpoA World 
Cup: 1 o Jamratova (EsU; 2 G Buert iSWt}: 
3= MVosu (Esil: H Ftaan (fifll: B C Boket (Ger): 
6TCnBffte(Sp}:RCaango(Srt:8SComet- 
tf (It). Bent Brtttalr D Catcftpote- 

Footbafl 

US MAJOR LEAGUE: CotaadoRapds 3 Dallas 
Bum l; Kansas Cay Wir 3 San Jose C*ash 2. 
INTERNATIONAL Asuncion. Pari: Parapiay 3 
BosnO. 

WORLD CUP QUALIFYING HATCH (KbWston, 
Jam): Caribbean zona tocond round, sec- 
ond lee; Jamaea 1 Surinam 0 rage 2 - 0 ). 
DANISH SUPER LEAGUE: Aarhus 1 lhast 1 ; 
NaesMdOBnnty 1; Lygy 1 VBfe 1 ; Ccpen- 

hagen 2 Heribage l; SAeborg 1 Odense 1 : 


a Moss 0; StaDH* 1 Vikng 1; Vtoiarenga o 
(bam 2. 

SWEDISH LEAGUE: « 1 De^rfore I; Oddevofo 
3 T reHei wg 0; Hcb^j^cfg ? Osm 0; Montop- 
aigOUinealiHmsadlCSiigsnlenftOre- 
bro 0 Qr&fS 1: JFK Gcffhentxirg 0 Maimo 0. 
SCOTLAND B TEAM hr Denmark Bat Nyfoto- 
iftg Fristor toniSMfc Watker (Pamtti. Mc- 
Naaam tWac'-. Martin \MahervreO). CTKeil 
(Cefte). Myta (L'jddtesbrou^i). Nevfat (Tran- 
merej, Jen (Coverey), Lanmert (TAnnemeE), 
Gass : ASenSflni, Dm MeOnlay 

Scam. SuOst itotoa; to oe announced. 
ENGLAND IKDem TEAM (v Croatia at Ra- 
kar Part, Sustiarfand toa^Mh Day Toffen- 


harm. Brown (Man Ctiyl. Briscoe (Sheff Wrnfl. 
OTSarewrC&wtonl, IfoftxslChartnr), TTBrinh- 
er (MAwaE). Cooks (Man Uun. Ford (Leedbl. 
Bate iQPfQ. Oyer (Oyxtd Palace). Holtotd 
(Newcastle). Substitutes: Moore {Tranmetei. 
Davis (Luton). Ptummor iQPKl. Carboo tDer ■ 
Dy)> HowMb (Aston 'fitaH. 



Britain's Laura Davies had a disap- 
pomting final round of 79 to finish well 
down me fiekf on 220 at the Chick-ffl- 
A Chanty Championship in Stockbridge, 
Georga. American Bart> Mucha wnby 
two shots on 208. 



Ice hockey 

PLAY-OFFS Eastern Conference flret mod: 
NY Rangera 2 Martniat 1 iWWim/ lead best- 
oAseven series 3-V‘ Tampa Bay 5 Urtutophla 
4 fofQ (Tampa Bay lead best-at-aeum swtea 2- 
2 ). Wtoatem Cornnm first nxnbWimoeg 
4 Detnvt 1 (DerroUbxi bex-at-s&en serias 2- 
ZJ: Chcago 7 Caigaiy 5 (Chicago lead best-of- 
seven series 3-0h Si Louis 3 Toronto 2 (Sr Louis 
lean ftesr-oAswven series 2-1). 

WORLD CHAMPH1NSHBPS (Wanna): Pod A: 
Rues® 2 Germany 1: Canaria 3 Stowiaa 3. Pool 
B: Czech Ftp 3 Sweden 1; Frtanrf 1 Nonvay J- 

Motor racing 

AUTO TRADER RAC T0URM6 CAR CHAMPI- 
ONSWP (Brands Hatch) Round throe (38 
tarns; 45.60 mte): 1 F Biota (Get) Aud A4 
29nvn 5L24 bcc lore speed 92.92mph>; 2 A 
Menu iS«4 Ftenaiit iafljna +0.62iec: 3 ) 
WinlicHhock (Ger) BMW 32Q +0.97:4RRy- 
CeS ISwe) Vofca B50 +4.48: 5 P Radsdi (NZ) 
Ford Mondso +17^4; 6 R RavagB ftO BMW 
320 +18.19; 7 J CtetarKl l<») V*»*hal Vec- 
tra +1830. Fastest lap; Merer and RytfeB 
45 .42sec use speed 9334n«h; tree* record). 
Round flow (38 laps; 48.60 rate): X 
VMtmxk 29:43.6 1 (awe speed 9Z3lmoni; 
2 Menu +JJS: 3 RydeS +11-46; 4 J Brit- 
cWfe iCB> Audi A4 +15.41; $ Ravaglc 
+15.72- Fasta&t tape tMrtremock 45-31a« 
■are sueed 9356reph: track teeatfl. Cham- 
pteraftip ■tantflngE Drtref* 1 Menu 35pt« 
2 b Unr*e9iock and Ryttefl. 29; 4 w Hoy iGBj 


Henaii Laguna 24; 5 Bncfttfe 21; 6 Ravaffc 
19; 7 Beta 16. Manufactasere: 1 ReraUt 48: 
2 Volvo 38; 3 BMW 37; 4 VaudlfU 27; 5 Auh 
23. Total Cup: 1 R Kaye (GB> Vawdhad Cova- 
ker 55; 2 L Brootea (GBi Toyota Canrei E 36. 

Itagby leagBs 

SUNDATS LATE RESULTS: 

STONES SUPER LEAGUE 
HaMn (SI 28, St Helens (18) 30. HaWtoe 
Tries £c*tu5»Z Bakftwi. Pemstt Gtoals; Schus- 
Vf 68 t Helens: Tries: NetfcM) 3. Arnold, Ham- 
mond. Doris: GaAdeig 5. (6^60) 




SECOND DIVISION 

Sooth HMbs ( 8 ) 12 . Doncaster (161 22. 
South Wales Tries Ahns. MUrahal. Geek) Rae 6 
2 . Pc nc o et S n Wes Couh. GouMbcume. Green. 
-Ptcktiey. CteateChsppeu 3. 196S) 

Swtaten (14) 30, Brenmr (O) 10 . SsHtatnn: Tries 
BtfUnr. Cannon. RSey. Roach. Shoals. 

Goste Poafce & Breiawdries Atrinson, McCrcrey. 
Basis Aim naan. (U78t 

Skflng 

IWo top Interrationai ski officiate chaged 
in the death of the Austrian staler Ul- 
ntas Mater said at theJr trial yesterday 
that her customized skis were to biame 
for the crash that broke her neck. Kurt 
Hoch, race cfireclorfbrthe iraemational 
federation, the R5, and his assistant, 
Jan Ttschhaiiser, are charged with 
manaauditer Brough neglgance in the 
death ofMaler, who broke her neck in 
a 65mph crash during a World Cup 
d<wf^raceinGaiTttsch-P^ 

Germany in January 1994. 

Snooker 

EMBASSY WORLD CHMVtONSMP (SheHtafcft ' 
Fhist round: G WUonson (Eng) K D ft* (Ena 
10-9; R Lawler (Eng) btJ Parrott (Eng) 1 M:R 
Lawler (En 0 fat J Penott (Eng) 10-6. 

Swimming 

AUSTRALIAN OUMPfC TEAM TRALSSmIosW . 
Hod's 400m tedvkkrelniadleyrSrsr wee oual- 
Oes forCyjmpICAl.-lUDum A.1765; 2 T Steed i 
420.40; 3 S Coombs 4aa47. Women's 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


20(Mi fteesaile (mp tin quaUV tor Olympics): 
1 J Grevrie 2Mj0k 2 S O’Neil 2:01.06; 3 A 
Wrvtoof MH 6 S. loom bmasBrohe (fop two 
quXifrtorOfynttxxi; 1 H Denman 1.-09.62: 2 
S RSey 109.79. 




round: A Medvedev hjw) la A Berasaeaui iSpi 
6-4 6-4; i Novek (Cz JteoV tt ) ISnei 

2+5 7-5 6-3: J Siemennk (Nethi Dt B Katuch. 
er (Ged 6-3 6-2; R Furtsn ilri tt D Vacek (ft 
Rep) 64 7+5: S Senate (Netnj tt P Fredrfc- 
am (Sws) 84 7-5: M noppousos lAus) BtG 
Schaller (Cer) 2-6 7-6 7-ft A Boetaai |R) t* M 
CwWer (GerJ 6-2 6-4; D RW (Geri bt H Laeon- 
18 (Erl 6-2 6-7 6-2; F MamsiB (Sp) hr D Nanjso 
iny)3^64J62;HGunty[Ar0ttlBunap{Spi 
6-3 64: P Korda (C: Rep) MTlilamn (US) 6-4 
6-3: S Eiteg pwei « A Contaa (Sol 7-66-3. 
C Costa I5p) H A Cherkasov ittug) 6-2 6-1; F 
Samo tftj ttESancne: ($p» 7-6 &3t M Gietak- 
son (Swi tt 0 Msitme; |Sp| 64 6-2. 
BERMUDA OFEN (Pagel, Betneds): Man's (n- 

OMtee M wasrw^n Afii tt m ftopn turns 

6-7 6-4 7-5. DnuUui find: J Apel (Saei anc 
B Hanprth ISA I « P Cast) and P ftatte: (Ausi 
3-6 6164. 


fetley Shield 

England A v The Rqst 

CHElteSFORDrEn^ndAiron^ri^^otaite. 

The Rear won loss. 

THE REST - First hmtaSP 123 (T A MnKn 4-411. 
ETMAITO A - Ftrtt tarings 317 (I A Munon 
54; G Dapple 5-991. 

THE REST - Second budnc* 

Ouamjjjic 128 for 4. 

I STTVerperesoui Hi 

-tR C Ruasek c SatsDuiy D Munmn 2 

M Watureen c A b Irani L 3i> 

G Chenria c RdKhs 0 Irani 1 

, R K DtngMonh c Kn^nb Mkinton 3 

P M Huicfiteon bn b GrOdns 0 

J D Lswiy C Iran b Gsums 0 

Extras (M3. (b7, no6l 26 

Total (S6 overt) — -...■■253 

M (boat): 6m 6-223. 7-226. 6244, 9-245. 

adlrig £1-660-4; Jriunton 21-5-54-3; 
Siemo 10-2-26-0: Irani 15-2-53-2; Safctow, 
UM-40-1- 

ENGUND A - Secoodlnakqtt 

N V Kn^it net out. jg 

A Uc&aBi c Chappie b Lewy 9 

*N Hussein b Hut&uson ,..,n 

J C Pootey rxx ow o 

Edns - p 

Total (for '2, nj. overs) _I 11 !ZIeo 

Fsfl: 1-15. 2-56. 

DM not bob 0 P Osder, R C Irani. tR J Rotois, 

ID K SriWuy. T A Murmn, ft D Slump. E S H 
GKktoio. 

saga™** *** m &wh * * 

ttrofras: J H Hampshire and N T Pleas. 

One-day match 
Lancashire v Yorkshfre 
(XDIRWTORD: LancaUriie mi by sk triekete. 

yortehlre mi toss. 

YDIWSWRE 

M P Vaughw b Green 13 

C Wlwe b Green ■ ..18 

•D Bibs c AO Green ...... 5 

tR J Bfotay c Aiherron b Etarorthy _______ Jo 

ft A Kenleoorou^i b Ttshero 5 

a c uoms c Fi won d ueyd - — _i 

D Gougb tow b Ttitfanl 3 

P } Hafttey c Green b Tuchani 13 

Q M Hamsg w c Fasbrother b Green 6 

AG Wharf not oui._ 21 

I D Ftaher c A b Austin 

EXtres (M. toe. w&i IB 

Total (4CL5 overs) 146 

« 1-33. 242. 3-52. 4-60. 581, 687. 7-104. 
a- 112. 9-112. 

Buwflne Eteortw lWWa-UAustm 98-1-31-1: 
Green 10 1-22-4; Yales 9- 3-8-0; Trehard 
7-0-29-3: Lto»d 3-1-7-L 

LANCASHIRE 

S P Tutored c Biakey B Fisner 30 

SBworthy pHardev — IS 

G YOes c EtekeyP AG 1 

N J Speak rot out 44 

N H Fairtroflwc Bt»e> 0 Fisoar - -17 

G 9 Ujjti nS or. —31 

Extras (103. w5» — 8 

Total (tor 4. 35-2 overt) ■ ■■ -MR 

rsttl-22.2-33. J-72.4.10L 

Did not but A Awjn. ;w K He^. A F^raff. 

I DAtstn.P J Greer. 

B treftc H3MV 60-36-1 Garth SS-U-ftWiarr 
4-0-11-1: Frer-K 10.0-17-2; V»<w 
H3 t.-!-jxi 5 7-1-27-0. 

Umpires: G l i r 4R Psi^-e - 

SECOND W CHAMP tOHSHIP (first daj of 
three, today U.0X Cantoftoor tow+s 
431-iCes •:? C W»s»r 175. S I *V«a 1-9 •. 

22-0. Knoirie and Domdfic Deti.s.'-re 
291-3 J J 0 Gs— as l-is-n, V ? Vfc :2- - 
wswati'.f (Second day of three, today 1L0F 
TsnotoK 23-*-3 "j 

> SSTTSK 


FIrsWass match 
Carfjrtdge Untvetalty v Derbyshire 

FENNER'S: Match draurn. 

Cambridge UnMrety «wo loss. 

DERBYSHIRE - Hret fcmlnja 287 lit 4 dec iT 
A Tweats BGYu. DM Jones 71. CJ Adams. 54i. 
CAMBWDGE UWVetSTIY - Rrst bum 329 
for 7 dec (W J House 138. R 0 Cake I02no. 
E.T SffUh 54i. 

DERBYSMRE - Second inninga 
Overnight 249 lor 1. 

A S Rokres c Jones b Deefcn 

M J Vsndrao thI out ,34 

C J Adams n« out .31 

Extras (b3. M, nb6) 13 

Total (tor 2, 81 overs) 327 

FaB (coM): 2-269. 

DUI not bub K J Barnett. *D M Jones. »T A 
Treats, C M Wets, A E Warner. D t Mafcninv 
Rm ri teg Motel 20-3-S2-0: Jansch 17-3- 72* 
Jones 10-4-44-0; Whaail 20-4-00-0: Hou» 
6-0-36-0; Deaton 8-0-26-1. 

Umpires: R A White end J W Lloyds. 

No play yesterday 

THE PARKS: MdOtesa 197 far 5 (M W fiatung 
63) v ObdWfl Urweredy. Today U.30. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The home games Benfica 
have lost In the Portuguese 
League this season. The first 
reverse tn Lisbon for the 
second-placed club came 
on Sunday when a goal in the 
last minute gave Farense - 

sixth from bottom of the 18 - 

strong division - a 1-0 win. 


Over 3 million 
flag waving 
supporters 

£29 50 

S 0800 000 111 
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Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 


The internecine and inter- 
national strife that is tearing 
English and British rugby asun- 
der may be resolved by a rescue 
made by an unlikely saviour 
BSkyB, whose vast offer for the 
broadcasting rights to English 
rugby sent the Rugby Football 
Union in its independent direct- 
ion in the first place. 

Today the RFU intends, al- 
most as an act of despair, to 


state its case for separate Eng- 
lish, Welsh, Scottish and Irish 
television deals when the pre- 
sent contract with the BBC ex- 
pires next year. The other home 
unions are so unconvinced by 
what they see as the patronising 
English attitude that they are 
threatening to eject England 
from the Five Nations' Champ- 
ionship and make next year's 
Lions tour of South Africa 
without them but possibly with 
the French. 

These are no idle threats, as 
the Irish attitude, enunciated by 


Syd Millar, president of the 
IRJFU, shows. “We’re not beat- 
ing about the bush on this one. 
We can't afford not to have our 
share.” These ostensibly mild 
re maria should be taken in the 
context that Ireland have, for a 
quarter of a century, been Eng- 
land's closest rugbv allies. 

The RFU has effectively put 
its internal dispute with its lead- 
ing dubs over the control and fi- . 
Dancing of professional rugby in 
England on hold while it deals 
with the television question. No 
meetings with English Profes- 


sional Rugby Union Guffs are 
planned, and in the meantime 
Epruc, which has already an- 
nounced a cup and league boy- 
cott, is getting on with planning 
its autonomous 1996-97 season. 

But if the RFU was able to 
finalise an agreement for the 
reported £150m-plus with Sky 
-which would inevitably involve 
the sharing of live coverage of 
Twickenham internationals with 
a terrestrial station - it could 
then pass enough funds the 
way of the clubs comfortably to 
cover the costs of profession- 


alism and provoke a retreat 
from the present entrenched po- 
sitions. The only losers would, 
of course, be the punters. 

TTiO ndrvt tV»*4 M* aun hnrilfiAf 
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vui u -iu is uuw ucmg sug- 
gested - agree big-money indi- 
vidual contracts with each of the 
other home unions, then every- 
one is suddenly off’ the hook. 
Short of a straight RFU back- 
down, there does not appear to 
be any other obvious solution to 
either of its disputes. ■ 

While the RFU's *foot is off 
the pedal”, as one dub official 


that no broadcaster 
wfll speak to anyone but it, is 

patent nonsense and, unless 
he logic of the Sky scenario is 
followed, at some as-yet inde- 
terminate stage Epruc will snn- 
ply declare its independence. 

“'We are going to go on with 
our strategy and when that 
starts to come to fruition there 

will be a remarkable sense of 

urgency on the part of the 
union,” Donald Kerr, the Epmc 
chairman, said yesterday. “We 


have fixture lists worked oot hi 

detail for all our competitions 

and, after abitoffine-tunmg, we 

will be happy to publish these. 
As filings stand, no meetings 

between the dubs and the union 
are planned- Yet various of the 
antagonists - Peter Wheeler 
and Kerr of the dubs, and Cliff 
Brittle, BIB Bafeapand Tory Hal- 
lett of the RFU - sat within a 
dozen feet of earfrother at Sun- 
day’s Sanyo Cup match at Tfrick- 
enbam, Hallett and Wheeler in 
adjacent seats. Britt&ythe RFU 
chairman, has agreed to meet 1 


rqjpesentatjvfis of the- Ru^y 
. Union Players’ Association to- 
morrow, Riipa has also re- 
quested a meeting with Kerr. 

Meanwhile, the third. 1 of the 

RFU’s deputes -with Bath and 

Wigan over the restriction in 
Twickenham's capacity Tor the 
inter-code match on 25 May — 
is ho nearer settlement- Yester- 
day’s scheduled meeting be- 
tween the police, the dubs and 
the union failed to materialise 
and it is now due to be held to- 
morrow. . 

Alan Watkins, page 24 


Gascoigne 


votes for 


Venables 


Football 

GLENN MOORE 


“About Paul Gascoigne...” 
started the inquiry. “Oh, no,” in- 
terjected Teny Venables, 
“whats he done now?” 

Gascoigne had. in fact, added 
his distinctive accent to the 
chorus of voices begging the 
England coach to reconsider his 
resignation. The request left 
Venables both exasperated and 
touched in public, and proba- 
bly' quietly pleased in private. 

'“I was gutted when I heard 
he was going to resign," Gas- 
coigne had said, resorting, un- 
der encouragement, to 
tabloid-speak. “It will be a 
tragedy for English football if 
be goes.’' 

Gascoigne was speaking af- 
ter another imaginative Ven- 
ables coaching session at 
Bisham Abbey, where England 
are preparing for tomorrow 
night's friendly with Croatia. 

It would, of course, be a 


much bigger story if Gascoigne 
had said: “It was" a great relief 


had said: “It was a great relief 
when he resigned. 1 just wish he 
had gone immediately." Having 
been signed by VfenaWes as a 21- 
ycar-old, and nurtured - to the 
point of favouritism - during 
Venables' stewardship of Epg- 
land, Gascoigne is hardly an in- 
dependent witness. 

He is. however, a man with 
little time for double-speak and 
political games. What you see 
is what you get and, when Gas- 
coigne says it would “give the 
squad a significant lift" if Ven- 
ables could be persuaded to stay 
you are inclined to believe him. 

“The public are behind him, 
the players are, even the media 


seem to be behind him. What 
he needs now is the full back- 
ing of the Football Association. 
I hope they can come to terms 
with him. I don't know why they 
aren't behind him. If we don’t 
snap him up someone will. 

“The players have great re- 
spect for him. I’ve bad a few 
managers. I’ve been abroad. 
He's different class. He has 
different ideas, he knows what 
he's talking about and knows 
how football should be played. 

“When he is talking all the 
lads are concentrating and lis- 
tening, even Bryan Robson, 
even Don Howe, with his ex- 
perience. When the gaffer 
speaks at meetings and he says, 
‘Anything to say. Don?*, Don 
says ‘you ve said it ail', which is 
a compliment from Don to the 
gaffer. 

“He is bringing in 17-year- 
olds to join in training -we nev- 
er had that chance. They are 
going to feel on top of the world 
when they go back to club lev- 
el He has brought in Btyan to 
give him experience, and Don. 
Even if he wasn’t selecting me 
1 would feel he was the best 

“We all hope it won’t happen, 
that the FA will say, 'We want 
you. here’s a five-year con- 
tract’. He should be there for 
the next 10 years, It must be nice 
for an FA guy to sit at Wemb- 
ley and hear the crowd cheer- 
ing Teny's name and think, 
‘we have a winner here’. 

“h would be brilliant if tbe^y 
could gel him to change his 
mind, it would be the icing on 
the cake for the European 
Championships." 

Venables constantly says he 
has had enough of the specu- 
lation. then appears to drop very 



Seaman 
at Arsenal 
until end 
of century 








David Seaman, the Arsenal 
and England goalkeeper, is to 
stay at Highbury until the end 
of the century. “I’ve agreed a 
two-year extension to my cur- 
rent contract and that would 
take me up to 2000," sard Sea- 
man, who is set to earn his 23rd 
cap against Croatia tomorrow. 

“I am very happy with the way 
things are going at Arsenal and 
it’s good for me to have got the 
contract things out of the way 
so 1 can focus on the summer," 
he said 

The 32-vear-old has been 
the mains tay of the Arsenal de- 
fence since his £1.3m move 
from Queen’s Park Rangers six 
years ago and has now estab- 
lished himself as Teny Ven- 
ables' first-choice goalkeeper. 

Bruce Rioch, the Arsenal 
manager, recently scrapped the 
club's flat back four system in 
the absence of the injured Tony 
Adams and Steve Bould, which 
Seaman says was a surprise, but 
one that has paid off and was 
the way forward. 

“It took courage to do it, be- 
cause everybody knew our back 
four and what we’d achieved" he 
said. “But Martin Keown, Andy 
linighan and Scott Marshall 
have got together and while it 
means I’ve had more work to do. 
more saves to make, it's better 
for the side because you're cre- 
ating more at the other end." 

Alan Shearer is confident 


Paul Gascoigne shows his support for the England manager, Terry Venables, at Bisham Abbey yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


he will be ready to lead the Eng- 
land line in Euro 96. just eight 
weeks after his groin operation. 

The Blackburn striker went 
into hospital last Thursday and 


gentle hints - like a knowing 
smile during a recent Sky in- 
terview - which suggest he 
could be persuaded to change 
his mind. 

Yesterday, in response to 
Gascoigne's comments, he said: 
‘It is very nice of him to say thaL 
I did not know the players felt 
as strongly as that, But we’ve 


gone through all this before. It’s 
out of my hands and f can’t see 
any way round it” 

This is not strictly true. The 
situation is as much Venables' 
creation as the FA's. He is, as 
Gascoigne reflected, ‘his own 
man’. The ostensible reason 
for his resignation, the series of 
autumn court cases, are still in 


the way. The other reason, the 
lack of backing from certain 
members of the FA, also re- 
mains but could, at least, be 
dealt with. 

At present the situation is 
much as it was in January. Ven- 
ables is still going but no suc- 
cessor has been appointed. 
That may change next week, 


when Venables is expected to 
meet Graham Kelly, the FAs 
chief executive, to ‘discuss the 
succession’, but nothing is like- 
ly to be settled until the end of 
the domestic season. 

If the FA followed Gas- 
coigne's advice and offered 
Venables a long contract he 
might well accept it But they 


would also have to be prepared 
to ride out any storms, from the 
court cases or the Teddy Sher- 
ingham transfer inquiry, which 
may follow. 

Venables will select from a 
full squad for tomorrow’s match 
at Wembley. Liverpool's Rob- 
bie Fowler is expected to be giv- 
en a full debut in attack. 


E lans to resume training when 
e returns to Ewood Park, “I’m 


be returns to Ewood Park. “I’m 
very optftn&ic, the opera don has 
gone very well" Shearer said. 

“I'm glad that I went ahead 
and had it when I did. I know 
that time is moving on; but my 
specialist has told me that it 
looks fine;" 
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ACROSS 

I Is surrounded by connected 
lop men in this? (8) 

5 For example slocking, up 
British wine is going out (6) 

9 Scoi takes one woman back 
for something to ear ($) 

10 Crooked fellow dismissed 
from amusement arcade (to 

II Felt unhappy about remnant 

(4-4) 

12 Examination involving De- 
partment of Employment is a 
nightmare (6) 

14 Criticise computers which are 
bad for consumers? (4-6) 

15 Request delivery of The In- 
dependent? MP needs it (5,5) 


22 Aims to limit the writer's 


2 Calm and settle with intro- 
duction of conservative 
poem (6) 

3 There’s much about vase to 
produce excitement (4.2) 

4 Knows, say, the body will 
take in data from this (5.5) 

6 Bui prank misfires leaving 
one without money (8) 

7 Woman is a beautiful Italian 
female (S) 

5 Silly attempt to take marine 
a smaller quantity (S) 

13 Planes go fast at bottom of 
outride broadcast pictures? 
(M) . , 

15 Have obligation m Herts, 
town which is great (8) 

16 Heads rolling? I have the 
wherewithal to fix things (8) 

17 Long to divide allowance of 
money in bank (8) 

19 Fellow fought a duel for old 
type of land bolding ( 6) 

20. Verse form embraced by 
most Anzacs ( 6 ) 

21 Inset on right to invest in 
savings account when it's go- 
ing up (6) 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 


Michael Atherton was yesterday 
confirmed as England's captain 
for the Tbst and one-day series 
against India. The news came 
as Atherton was waiting to go 
in to bat at Old Trafford, where 
Lancashire were playing York- 
shire in a one-day friendly. 

“I’m delighted," he said, 
when asked about his reap- 
pointment. “I feel full of run- 
ning and refreshed. There are 
a few new faces about and I’m 
full of optimism. Hopefully that 
optimism can be fulfilled]" 

Quick to dismiss rumours 
that he had been close to quit- 
ting after England's lamentable 
World Cup, Alherton said: “I 
felt down, but it didn’t take long 
to get up again." 


There is nothing surprising 
about Atherton’s reappointment, 
nor the length of it. According 
to England's coach, David Lloyd, 
the process took less than 30 sec- 
onds, though it had later to be 
rubber-stamped by Dennis Silk, 
the chairman of the TCCB. 

For one thing, there are no 
other candidates worthy of long 
term consideration. And sec- 
ondly. Atherton is resolutely the 
right man for the job even if his 
body language is occasionally 
wrong, particular lyd uring post- 
match press conferences, where 
his demeanour often suggests he 


feels he is dealing with more than 
just the one buffoon he thought- 
lessly singled out in Pakistan. 

Atherton, for whom Test 
cricket is a very serious business 
indeed, feels he cannot win. 
When England do badly he 
simply cannot bring himself to 


shrug it off with frivolity. When 
they do well, his natural mod- 
esty forbids him from lauding 
himself or his team too loudly. 

At 28, the Lancashire open- 
er is still determined despite his 
meagre record of seven wins 
from 29 Tests in charge. English 
cricket may be in the doldrums, 
but they are fortunate to have in 
Atherton a man not afraid to 
thrust his bore hands into the 
nettle bed, knowing fullweD what 
the consequences are Kkely to be. 

It is a rare instinct among mod- 
em sportsmen, whose tendency 
towards self-preservation seems 
inborn. In many respects he is like 
his predecessor and now co-se- 
lector, Graham Gooch. But, like 
him, he will have his saturation 
point and England will have to 
start winning if he is to keep his 
appetite intact. ft>r the moment, 
he is hungry once more. 




Just announced. 


Sun's new 'Enterprise' range of servers. 


changes (6) 

23 A call for help to secure op- 
timum in fire resistant ma- 
terial (8) 

24 I’m about to remain in die 


Parrott falls to impressive Lawler 


Monday's Solution 


Snooker 


same place (6) 

25 Hit and caned for misbe- 


having in performance? (3- 

26 Poor quarter got the 
thumbs down (6) 

27 Resolute person is begin- 
ning to limit bad law (8) 


DOWN 

1 That is a person coming up, 
see (6) 
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There was a surprise victory for 
Rod Lawler yesterday in the 
Embassy World Championship, 
as he beat John Parrott 10-6 to 
earn a second-round match 
against Dave Harold. Parrott 
became the second top- 16 seed 
out of the first round following 
Gaiv Wilkinson's 10-9 defeat of 


This was the first time in 13 
visits to The Crucible that Par- 
rott bad failed to dear the 
opening hurdle. “I’ve no com- 


iatnts, he said. “After alL I’ve 


scraped a few 10-9s in my rime. 
From 7-6 to 10-6 that's the best 
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Gary Wilkinson’s 10-9 defeat of 
David Roe, 

“This has got to be the best 
result of my career," said 
Lawler, currently the world No 
40. “John said some very com- 
plimentary things about the 
way I played and that was very 
sporting of him." 


From 7-6 to 10-6 that's the best 
I’ve ever seem Rod play. He’s a 
hard competitor and if there's 
40 or SO to be had. he’ll get 
them. Now jt wifi be interesting 
to see just how far he can go." 

Parrott began the day 6-3 
down, but seemed well on 
course to end Lawler's chal- 
lenge when the match resumed. 
In 46 minutes, he compiled 
breaks of 99. 60 and S7 to he the 
scores at 6-6. However, the 
13th frame proved to be unlucky 


for Parrott, for he went in off 
the final brown and Lawler 
cleared brown to pink to regain 
the advantage, 

Lawler’s victory means be will 
have to cancel an invitation to 
play in Pakistan later this week 
to prepare for his bcst-of-25 
frames match with Harold. 

A winner of minor tour 
evenis b Finland and China this 
year, the 24-year-old Lawler 
said: “John is one of the play- 
ers I looked up to when I first 
started out. I’m really proud of 
the way I played. The game is 
so competitive now that you can 
go out of three or four tourna- 
ments without even noticing.” 
Results, Sporting Digest, page 25 
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